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How Do I  Establ ish an Effective Mentoring Network 
 

    SL-302 Lesson 2 Text 
 

     Mentoring from 1st and 2nd Timothy 
 

• Written by Paul to his mentee, Timothy. 
 

• Paul desired for the young disciple to travel with him and had him 
circumcised to go along with the expectations of the Jews whom they would 
seek to evangelize. 
 

• Paul wanted to stress the importance of teaching sound doctrine and 
opposing unsound doctrine. 
 

• Paul gave instruction on how the church should be organized. 
 

• He gave Timothy advice in the areas of health and behavior. 
 

• Paul wrote to strengthen Timothy and encourage him to remain faithful to 
the ministry.  
 

• He continued to warn Timothy against the danger of false teachers. 
 

• Paul encouraged Timothy that they were empowered and that his calling 
was from God, setting an example for Timothy to follow, and reminding 
Timothy of his ministerial goals. 
 

• As Paul saw that Timothy was a good minister, he sent him to the church in 
Ephesus.  
 

• Paul knew how difficult Ephesus was with the spread of false doctrine, 
however he still gave Timothy the challenging position of dealing with them. 
 

• Paul gave instructions on worship and prayer. 
 

• Paul encouraged Timothy in his personal spirituality and Christ’s delayed 
reward and return. Paul referred to Timothy as his “true son in the faith.” 
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• One similarity of Paul and Timothy was that they straddled the Jewish and 

Gentile worlds. The both had a kindred spirit, were resolute, emotional, and 
studious.  
 

• Paul had not been trained to speak publicly, his appearance and demeanor 
apparently lacked polish, and his poor health made traveling a burden. 
However, both men had to carry out their ministries with a dependence on 
God to equip and direct them.  
 

• Paul’s mentoring was a mix of instructions, encouragements, and inspiration.  
 

• He sought to impart knowledge through instruction on many practical issues 
and how to select leaders in the church. 
 

• Paul exhorted Timothy to fight the battle well by reminding him of the positive 
prophecies made about him. 
 

• He also reminded him to fan the flame of the gift of God because God did 
not give us a spirit of timidity. 
 

• He told Timothy to look beyond the current situation at Ephesus and to focus 
on God’s greater plan.  
 

• Paul transparently discussed how he was a persecutor and a blasphemer to 
demonstrate the grace of God. 
 

• He talked about the deliverance he received. 
 

• He encouraged others to the reality that the crown of righteousness would 
be awarded to all those who longed for His appearing. 
 

• Paul made several references to the Holy Spirit, which demonstrates the 
person and work of Jesus, a witness to the divine Sonship of Jesus, and the 
ministry of the apostles and the work of the church.  
 

• Paul affirmed the prophetic role of the Holy Spirit in warning that in later 
times some will abandon the faith. 
 

• He assured Timothy that the current evil did not come about without the 
Holy Spirit’s knowledge. 
 

• Paul urged Timothy to stir up the gift of God, which included preaching, 
teaching, and evangelizing. He contrasted Timothy’s current sense of timidity 
with the power, love and sound mind the Holy Spirit gives.  

 


