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What Are Bibl ical  Strategies For Counsel ing and Evangel ism 
 

SL - 202 Lesson 2 Text  
 

In a Greek-based model of education and information, evangelism becomes the 
process of transferring information about correct doctrines from one person to 
another. This Greek mode is interested in making sure that the other person has the 
right “beliefs.” This does not require a direct and immediate change in behavior, 
although of course, that is supposed to follow. In the Greek worldview, evangelism 
shifts from discipleship – the modeling of behavioral change – to communication, 
the adoption of correct beliefs. In the Greek model, discipleship follows conversion. 
A convert must first acknowledge the right beliefs and then he can learn how to live 
by them. That means our view of evangelism slides toward communicating the 
“saving knowledge” of Yeshua in the most efficient way possible. We think of 
evangelism in terms of campaigns, mass meetings, radio and television preaching, 
tracts and a host of other communication devices and techniques that efficiently 
“spread the word.” 
 
The rise of the “seeker-friendly” movement is a reaction to this communication goal. 
A century ago, sermons were exegetical eloquence of rational enlightenment. 
Today they are attempts to elicit feelings. When the whole world pushes us toward 
greater rational compartmentalization, we seek retreat in emotions, whether these 
mood alteration mechanisms are drugs, dance or spiritual discoveries.  
 
The contemporary church attempts to become relevant to a population that is 
information saturated. In the “seeker friendly” world, the emphasis is often on the 
“experience.” This gives rise to the harmonic monotony of typical praise songs; a 
sort of substitute group chanting directly connected to mood alteration. Music, 
once completely absent from worship, is now front and center. We can hardy 
imagine having any experience with God that is not prefaced with a dozen refrains 
of the latest mind-numbing spiritual melody. Our contemporary view of evangelism 
is based either on rational convincing or emotional comforting. There is almost no 
emphasis on actually changing behavior. It’s head verses heart. Hands and feet 
have nothing to do with it.  
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The Hebrew way is very different. Since it is fundamentally about what I do, the focus 
is on behavior. In the Hebrew model, I must change my behavior before I can rightly 
be called a believer. This does not happen by willpower alone. In the Hebrew 
worldview, the enemy within ultimately frustrates man. Assuming that it is simply a 
matter of personal resolve is disastrous. God must intervene, and He does. The 
Hebrew version of evangelism begins with discipleship, mentoring, accountability 
and transparency. It is not about the most efficient means of communicating the 
right doctrine or the quickest way to make me feel better. Its goal is effective 
transformation. The road is long. The way is difficult. And few there are who find it.  
 
Once you understand this shift, a lot of things change. Your life becomes the tool for 
reaching others. Your work becomes a vehicle for worship. Your actions speak 
louder than any words (but we knew that already, didn’t we?). Evangelism is no 
longer “soul-winning.” It is living in harmony with God and crossing paths with others. 
Saint Francis understood it quite well: “Preach the gospel at all times, and when 
necessary use words.” 
 
(Permission granted “Spiritual Restoration” Volume 3 by Skip Moen) 
 
A New Vision for Evangel ism 
 
God is always up to something new! 
 

Isaiah 43:19 – See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. 

 
The Hebrew word used for “new” actually means something Fresh – something we 
have not seen yet. The New Testament says it this way: 
 

1 Cor. 2:9 - No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love him"—  

 
When God does something new – we can’t even imagine it. 
God never changes…but He is always bringing new stuff. It does not take a rocket 
scientist to know we need something new in the area of reaching people with God’s 
love! Based on church growth statistics we have not even been able to reach our 
own children who grew up going to church. 
 
Why a new vision for evangelism? 
 
Most of our evangelistic methods were developed a few decades ago during the 
last known revival in the US: Late 1960’s- 1970’s. It was the Sumer of Love – a big sex 
and drug liberation movement took place in the 1960’s. The evangelist so to speak - 
of the LSD movement was Dr. Timothy Leroy. His slogan was: “Turn on, tune in, and 
drop out” – he led a lot people astray. 
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But God sent a man during that time to call a generation of strays back to 
Christianity. His name was Billy Graham – to this day he is still respected as one of 
the greatest evangelists of our time. 
 
The Revival that took place was called The Jesus People Movement. 
When Timothy Leroy was saying Turn on, tune in, and drop out - Billy Graham used 
Leroy’s slogan to reach that generation.  
He changed it to: “Turn on Christ, tune in to the Bible, and drop out of sin.” Graham 
found a way to communicate the message of Jesus in a way that was relevant to 
the drug group. 
We are in need of something new today. 
 
Real ize this…. Billy Graham was speaking to a generation of the 1960’s that 
already knew the Bible… he called them back to their faith that they had left. 
 
I t  is di f ferent today…. People don’t have a memory of Christianity – so we now 
need a new approach. 
 
Our old evangelistic methods: 

• Assume people understand and know about the Bible… 
• Are often guilt based: NOW people go to therapists to get rid of guilt 
• Are geared to convincing people of their need for God – today people are 

into self discovery 
• Use “Jesus is the only way to God” John 14:6 as the number one slogan – 

people now like choices 
 
These are just a few, from a very long list of why I believe we have lost touch with 
people. Just like Billy Graham found a way to communicate to the Hippie 
generation…we need a new fresh way to communicate to this generation. 
 
I want to go beyond the message of Evangelism I have been saying now for the 
past seven years. I want to talk about how to go beyond what we are currently 
doing to share God’s love to a world that really needs it. 
 
New vision for evangel ism   

 
1 . Requires a major make over in the way we think in order to reach 

people today.  
 

In 2002 I was awaken at 5 am with an audible voice I now believe was an angel - 
telling me to get up and write. Over the next few weeks I wrote the outline to my 
book: Prophecy Dreams and Evangelism: Revealing God’s love though Divine 
Encounters. 
 
I went out for the next 5 years nearly every weekend. During the week I was doing 
outreaches in malls, festivals, and coffee shops and found that people really are 
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open to talk more about God. People today are saying “I’m spiritual not religious” – 
“What’s truth for you is not truth for me.” “I’m on my own journey.” I found a few 
principles that make it easy to share God’s love in the new millennium: 
 
Let me recap the 4 simple things I  found: 
 

1. We need to open people’s eyes to God’s love by doing something 
practical. 

2. We need to realize that it is a process to come to know Jesus. 
3. Learn to communicate without sounding religious –  
       If ye speaketh nonreligiously people tendeth to knoweth – what thou saith. 
4. Be encouraging: God’s love is always positive all the time 

 
ONE OF THE MAIN THINGS TO GRASP IS: God’s job versus ours  

 
John 16:8 – The Holy Spirit will convict people of their sin. 
Matt 22:37-39 – We are to love people the same as we love ourselves. 

 
We need to love people and let God convict them of their sin. 
 
I have been training thousands of people all over the world using my Prophetic 
Evangelism Workshop - where we learn to get what I call “Encouraging Word” for 
people and we will go to the mall and do an outreach… 
 
Step one to being effective in sharing God’s love is: 

 
• Basically seeing ourselves as missionaries 
• Major in loving people 

 
I have story after story of how people are stunned when they encounter a Christian 
who knows how to love - People say…”What is different about you?” 
 
2. Set yourself  up for divine encounters – developing a l i fe style of 

being avai lable to God 
 
If you want to touch people with God’s love there are ways that will help: 
 

a. Learn to hear the voice of God - listen to the gentle nudges God gives you to 
do something: maybe to encourage someone, give them something they 
need.  

b. Being available is usually inconvenient. 
c. I will get out of my car instead of going in the drive thru whenever possible in 

case someone needs encouragement. 
 

Find ways to get in close proximity with people: You don’t have to be an extravert. 
For years I was a shy introverted geek-dude. 
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Ask God to speak to you: 
 

• Write your dreams down 
• Journal what you hear God saying 
• Respond practically 

 
I had 3 dreams last week that a Christian leader I know was not happy with the way 
I was doing ministry. So I emailed and checked in to see that everything was okay. 

 
Story: Just before Christmas I was in a Mall in Washington state and I had a team of 
people with me who wanted to learn how to do what I am talking about… 
 
Two young women who said they would give us 2 minutes of their time: 

 
• She had a problem with her back. 
• They were worrying about their future because of the economy. 

 
That was their very conversation…we got more than 2 minutes with them. 
Learn to hear God on a deeper level –Getting more than just encouraging words. 
 
3. Be yourself  –  and use your gi fts everyday! 
 
When Jesus asked Peter, James and John – 3 fishermen – to be “fishers of men” – He 
did not require them to go to Rabbi school – he used their natural talents – and 
developed them. God wants to use who you are – your uniqueness. You will want to 
identify your spiritual gifts. If you don’t know ask someone who knows you. 
 

Look for clues:  what do you l ike to do? 
 

• What are you naturally good at? 
• Do people open up their problems with you? You have a gift of counsel. 
• Are you always introducing people? Then you are a networker or a 

connector. 
• Do you cook good or make people feel at home – it’s hospitality. 
• Maybe you have the gift of intercession and prayer. 
• Maybe you are teacher. 
• Do people ask you to fix stuff? You have the gift of fixing stuff. 

 
4 . Relating to people is an art .   

 
Learn to communicate to non-Christians as well as to Christians. There is a 
difference when you minister to people inside of a church and outside in a mall. 
If you hear God speaking to you for a friend or relative who is not a Christian – 
realize you may have to change your language and the way you pray for them. 
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Believers Unbelievers 
Speak openly and use the Bible as a 
reference 
 

Be careful how we speak so they will 
understand and receive us 

Tell them what you are seeing/sensing You must interpret what you see so they 
will not misinterpret it based on their 
understanding of symbols 

You can point out things that may help 
them grow – based on how much favor 
you have with them. 

Best to be less confrontational and 
more loving and encouraging 

You can lay your hand on them Must get permission to touch them 
Pray openly Pray briefly with eyes open 
 
Most people find Christianity offensive: We want to make sure that we are not the 
ones who are turning them off. People like to be listened to…learn how to listen. A 
great book is “Listening for Heaven’s Sake.” 
 
5 . Learn how to turn the corner in a conversation and talk more 

about God when the person is ready.  Once you recognize the 
person is open,  there are things you can say to open them up even 
more.  
 

• You seem really spiritual. 
• Are you a dreamer? 
• I bet people open up to you all the time. 
• You seem safe. 

 
There are lots of small things that allow us to connect with people who need God…. 
 
Let me summarize - We need to be genuine and really love people 
 

• People don’t want to be our evangelism project 
• Have a lot of grace 
• Don’t judge them for what they believe or do 
• Get to know people 
• Wait for God to open opportunities to go deeper 

 
Don’t call lost people “Lost.” 
Begin to focus on being an Encourager – as opposed to a “Convicter.” 
We can start a new movement – Christians who are nice. 
 
(Permission granted by Doug Addison) 
 


