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What Are Bibl ical  Strategies For Counsel ing and Evangel ism 
 

SL - 202 Lesson 1  Text  
 

Evangel ism in the New Mil lennium 
 
Have you ever heard someone say, “I’m spiritual but not religious”? Have you 
noticed a new spiritual hunger in people? With this increasing interest in the occult 
and spirituality, one cannot help but wonder if dark spiritual forces have invaded our 
society. I believe that we are seeing this spiritual renaissance because God Himself 
is planting a spiritual hunger in people and they are searching for understanding 
and fulfillment.  
 
A recent Gallop poll found that 84% of Americans are longing for a deeper spiritual 
experience. People are responding to this spiritual awakening the only way they 
know how. Since many of these seekers have been wounded by a church or 
religious experience, they are often drawn to the New Age movement and the 
occult, though their spiritual hunger will never truly be fulfilled.   
 
We are now seeing millions of people who are open to spirituality. Unfortunately, 
most of our traditional evangelistic methods are not working as effectively as they 
once did. Acts 2:17–18 indicates that in the last days people will be drawn to 
prophecy, dreams, and visions. Since people are now interested in the 
supernatural, as Christians we need only to ask God to point them out to us. We can 
help people connect with God but it will take a change in our approach.  
 
I have spent the past ten years doing evangelism outreaches in coffee houses, 
malls, and at New Age events and festivals. We are finding that people everywhere 
are very open to talking more about God right after we interpret their dream or 
give them a prophetic word from God through the Holy Spirit. 
 
Unfortunately, many Christians are carrying evangelistic baggage from the past 
that prevents them from being relevant to the spiritual seekers of the new 
millennium. We were trained that unless we “close the deal” or turn every 
conversation to Jesus, we are compromising the Gospel.  
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We pretty much have used one approach to get people to come to Jesus by 
means of the Sinner’s Prayer. Yet, a closer look at how Jesus interacted with 
nonbelievers reveals that He customized each encounter to fit the person’s needs.  
 
Our society is rapidly changing and people are becoming immune to our 
evangelistic approaches. A popular quote from Jesus that is used often in 
evangelism is John 14:6, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.’” People today are now turning this 
verse around and using it on us. If they find that we are Christians they ask, “Do you 
believe that Jesus is the only way?” Our answer in the affirmative will cause a wall to 
go up and they usually will not be interested in what we have to say. 
 
If you look at the context of this verse (and many of the other verses we currently 
use for evangelism) you will find that Jesus never spoke this way to an unbeliever. He 
said this to Thomas and the disciples long after they had chosen to follow Him. We 
are finding that John 14:6 is not a good conversational ice breaker.  
 
Most people that we encounter are not as interested in truth as they once were. 
Quoting Bible verses to people who don’t believe in the validity of the Bible may not 
get the same result as it once did. This is because we are now dealing with a large 
number of people who no longer have a memory of Christianity in their life. The 
popular evangelistic methods of the past worked well (and still work well) mainly 
with people who have some prior positive connection with Christianity.  
 
We need a paradigm shift if we want to continue to reach people for Jesus. I would 
like to share a few things that I have found helpful in making this shift into what we 
consider to be a culturally relevant way to reach people with God’s love. 
 
Opening People’s Eyes 
In Acts 26:17–18 Saul (later named Paul) encounters Jesus on the road to Damascus. 
Jesus said, “…I am sending you to them [Gentiles] to open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins…”  
 
Most evangelistic methods focus on turning people from darkness to light. Jesus 
however, tells Saul to first open a person’s eyes spiritually in order for them to turn 
from darkness. This involves demonstrating God’s love and power to them (1 
Corinthians 2:4). A quick study of the first seven chapters of the Gospel of John gives 
an overview of how Jesus used the spiritual gifts of the word of knowledge, 
prophecy, and miracles first to open people’s eyes. Obviously He was successful 
because John 7:11 reveals that the people were looking for Him. When we touch 
people in this same way, people will begin to look for us as opposed to us having to 
look for them. 
 
Understanding People’s Process 
Another key to sharing God’s love is to understand that people tend to realize their 
need for God through a process of circumstances and events in their lives. Jesus 
gives us insight into this process in Mark 4:26–29:  
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“He (Jesus) also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters 
seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed 
sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 
As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come.”  

 
This parable clearly shows the process that seed goes through in order to grow. 
We must be careful not to be too eager or forceful in trying to get someone to pray 
a prayer of salvation, especially if they are not ready. Nowadays, people value 
friendships and like to consider themselves on their own journeys. In other words, 
they like to be given time to think about things and make their own choices. 
Christians need to develop the art of discerning where people are in their journey 
to Jesus. Then we can work hand-in-hand with the Holy Spirit and be a part of 
nudging them closer to God in a natural process.     
 
Speaking Relevantly with People 
One of the hardest things about trying to reach people is learning to communicate 
in a way that is understood by those without a religious background. Many 
Christians have developed an insider language that people outside the Church 
may not understand. Too often the biggest barrier in sharing God’s love is our own 
communication style. The Apostle Paul addresses this in 
 

Colossians 4:4–6 “Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in 
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let 
your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how to answer everyone.”  

 
Paul encourages Christians to be clear in the way we speak and interact with those 
outside the Church. People are more likely to let down their walls of defense and 
talk openly when we are careful not to use religious words or Bible references that 
they might not understand.  
 
As we do outreach events we are finding that when we use a non-religious style of 
communicating, people open up and talk more. They often say, “You sound different 
than most Christians. You actually seem normal.”  
 
Loving and Encouraging People 
Another important factor in being culturally relevant with the message of Jesus is 
that you must be motivated by love. People can detect when you have an agenda 
to try to convert them and they will resist you. But when you truly care for them they 
will be drawn to the Spirit of love within you. I gave up counting the number of 
people I have led to Jesus. I now regard every encounter as being necessary and 
divinely orchestrated whether a person comes to know Jesus or not.   
 
It is evident with the increased popularity of psychics that people are longing to 
hear from God. When we act as God’s messengers we must do so in a positive 
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way. Guilt-based evangelism is not effective in a culture that goes to therapy to get 
rid of guilt. People today are gripped by fear, beaten-down and stressed out. They 
long for encouragement and hope. According to 1 Corinthians 14:3, prophecy (or 
any form of revelation) is for strengthening, encouragement, and comfort, 
especially when it is used as a means of evangelism. Pointing out a person’s sin or 
being confrontational in a rude way is not an encouraging or effective way to draw 
them to God. 
 
In summary, we need to view ourselves as missionaries in our own communities. As 
we change our approach to be more culturally relevant, God will use us to draw 
people to Jesus Christ. We can be naturally supernatural and find that evangelism is 
actually fun, easy to do, and much more accepted by those around us. 
 
KNOWING WHEN TO TALK ABOUT GOD OR NOT! 
 
As I was sitting comfortably in front of a Starbucks recently, I looked down and saw 
a yellow spider crawling on my knee. Immediately I heard the Holy Spirit say, “You 
are about to have an encounter with someone in the New Age.”  Symbolically, 
spiders often represent occult spirits. 
 
About 30 minutes later I was knee deep in a God-orchestrated encounter with a 
woman and her friend. She seemed very open as I told her the meaning of the 
dream she had shared with me. I noticed that she did not have any walls or barriers 
up so I took the conversation to the next level. I asked the Holy Spirit about her and 
her friend and I repeated to her what I had heard. “You do something with your 
hands and it brings healing to people.”  It turned out that she was a New Age 
massage therapist.  
 
I then looked to her friend and told her what I had heard as well.  “There is 
something important about the color pink.” They both burst into laughter because 
she had just painted her bedroom pink and she hated pink. Going back to the first 
woman, I heard the Holy Spirit say, “Ask her about her spirit guides.” She leaned in 
and said in a low voice, “I am so glad you asked. I think one of them might be bad for 
me.”  
 
The encounter went on for several minutes and by this time any walls they had had 
up were somewhere in China.  I told them that I was a Christian and not a psychic, 
but I was not like any Christian that they had ever met. “I’ll say!” they replied. I went on 
to tell them about new light that was coming into their lives. One of them said, “I have 
been asking for new light.” 
 
I briefly told the first woman that her traditional religious upbringing would soon 
make more sense. It was then that I sensed a hesitation in her. I took it as far as I 
could without damaging what God had already done.  Both she and her friend were 
amazed that a Christian could tell them about their lives so accurately. It was now 
up to the Holy Spirit to send someone to follow up and bring them closer to Him. I 
got their first names and have been praying for them on a regular basis.  
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Being a Christian is so much fun! If I had ever known that I could hear the voice of 
God for other people, I might never have gone away from God and into the occult 
early in my life. We are regularly seeing encounters like the one I described and 
these encounters seem to be increasing as we go places and make ourselves 
available to God. 
  
One of the biggest issues in using our spiritual gifts to help influence people for Jesus 
seems to lie in the area of knowing when it is appropriate to talk about God and 
when it is not. It takes practice in listening to God and discerning where people are 
in their process of coming to Him. It also takes making some mistakes and 
watching people be open one minute and walking away the next. 
 
We are seeing that people are very open to talking more about God when we get 
outside of our traditional evangelistic methods. We use dream interpretation and 
spiritual reading (prophetic words, not psychic) as a way to engage in 
conversations with people and then wait for God to open the doors to go deeper. 
 
Here are a few simple steps for you to consider as you learn to communicate with 
people outside the church: 
 
First, avoid one way communication. As Christians we need to realize that the world 
is not obligated to listen to us. People are complex and need to process 
information. Traditional evangelistic methods tend to have us do all the talking. 
Nowadays people like it when someone listens to them. If you listen to them, they will 
listen to you. 

 
Second, find common ground. The Apostle Paul talks about finding a common 
ground with people in 1 Cor. 9:20-23. We are finding that dreams and prophetic 
words from God communicated in common language are an excellent common 
ground. If someone is not open to hearing you, then don’t be pushy. 
 
Third, be encouraging. As we do our prophetic outreaches we share words from 
God in an encouraging way. We tell them how God sees them or the unique 
characteristics that they posses in their life. People have often been beaten down 
by life and just a little bit of encouragement will go a long way. Encouragement is 
listed as a gift in Romans 12. 
 
Fourth, understand the spiritual decision process.  I was trained that our goal of 
evangelism is to get someone to receive Jesus (pray the sinner’s prayer). This is 
called “decision based evangelism.” It helps to realize that a decision for Christ is 
not the end result.  It is actually the beginning of the process of becoming a disciple. 
The majority of the people making decisions to pray the sinner’s prayer as a result 
of an encounter on the street never end up in a church. We will be much more 
successful if we choose instead to make it our goal to nudge people one step 
closer in their process of finding Christ. This means that we might not get to talk 
about God in every conversation. 
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Fifth, learn to speak “non-religious”. I wrote a booklet on this subject called No More 
Christianese. Christianese does not cut it outside the church. 1 Cor. 14:9 …Unless you 
speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are 
saying?   
 
One of the best studies on the subject of determining when to talk about God and 
when not to is in the revised version of Power Evangelism by John Wimber. The 
James Engle Scale can be found on the Internet by searching for it. 	  
 
 
The bottom line is that it takes practice to know when to talk about God and when 
not to. We are seeing that when we are around people outside the church we are a 
positive influence on them by simply bringing the presence of the Holy Spirit near 
them. People tell us all the time that they feel better when we are around or that 
there is the presence of peace around us. 
 
My advice is to unload our “Gospel Guns” and not be so ready to pounce on people 
with the message of Jesus. Trust that God will indeed water the seeds we plant and 
that we also are watering seeds that others have planted. When you do find 
someone who is ready, by all means lead them to Jesus!!!! 
 
(Permission granted from Doug Addison) 
 
John Sanford also explains that evangelism can include evangelizing an area of 
unbelief in a believer’s heart. This would also go along with Matthew 28:19-20 which 
says to “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…. teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you…” 


