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How Did Jesus Model Torah 
 
      KG-303 – Lesson 4 Text 

 
Hebraic faith of Jesus 
 
Faith is the evidence of things not seen. Is that Hebrew or what! Faith has nothing to 
do with where you are going. It has to do with seeing where you have been and 
trusting God for where you're going. The fundamental idolatry of Greek thinking is to 
want to know where I'm going. You think about all this culture and its fascination and 
preoccupation and fixation on knowing what's going to happen. God is saying, No. 
You don't ever get to know what's going to happen because that would remove 
from you the need for faith, and faith is to trust Me and not know where you're going. 
Every picture in the Bible paints that kind of idea, from Moses being hidden in the 
side of the rock, to Jesus committing Himself to the Father to be crucified, to the 
author of Hebrews saying faith is the substance of things not seen.   
 
As long as we're talking about this, let's go clean up that verse, too. Hebrews 11:1. 
What does it say? I want you to read it in the NIV, the NRSV, the RSV, or any version 
except the King James and I will tell you how the translators have done you a 
massive disservice. In the King James it says, "Now faith is the substance of things 
not seen." But that's not what it says in the more contemporary translations, and you 
need to know the difference. What does it say in NIV? Now listen to this, "Now faith is 
being sure of what we've hoped for." Faith is being sure. Ok? Being sure. In the NASB 
it's translated, "Faith is confident assurance." Where does this happen, being sure 
and having confident assurance? Where does that happen? If I ask you if you are 
sure, where is the location of your being sure? It's in my mind or in my heart. If 
somebody says, look are you sure about that, you'll say, Oh yeah. I'm sure. And what 
do you mean - that I have certainty within me. It's the same thing with confident 
assurance. Where is that located? In me! Well, unfortunately the Greek word here is 
hypostasis, and it doesn't mean anything about my heart, about my inner feelings, 
about my mind, anything else. That's why the King James translates it now faith is 
the substance. A substance isn't inside of me. It's outside of me. Ok? The Greek 
word here is literally a word used from Greek science about a residue left over 
after an experiment. How do I know that the experiment was successful? There's 
the white powder on the floor. Can I be confident of the experiment? Absolutely, 
because I have the outside evidence. I don't just think it happened, here's the 
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evidence for it. That's what that author is talking about when he says what is the 
evidence of our faith. There's only one thing. The resurrection. Right? The evidence 
of my faith is the external, outward evidence of the resurrection of Jesus. It's not in 
my heart, it's not in my head, it's what really happened in space and time and history. 
That's why I can believe! Paul says if He is not raised from the dead we are the most 
miserable of all. Why?  Because there's no evidence for us. The evidence is 
something outside of me, not inside of me. 

So, now we go to the NASB, the NIV, the New Revised Standard, down the list where 
they've now moved the location of faith from what happened outside of me to how I 
feel inside of me. It's the confident assurance, or the being sure. That's an inside 
mental condition, and what does that do to my faith? It means that you can be sure, 
but whatever is good for you, you can't push on me because it's what you believe, 
not what I believe. It doesn't point to the outside evidence and say wait a minute! 
There's an empty tomb there. I don't care how you feel about it, the tomb is empty. 
Now faith becomes something that I feel, something I have to feel about. And guess 
what? If I don't have enough of the feeling, I don't have enough faith. I need to pray 
harder, tithe more, go to church more to build up my feelings so that I have more 
faith. Right? All of that whole idea of faith in a bottle that I'm going to pull of the shelf 
and drink when I need it in order to bolster my feelings, all of that mental, emotional 
kind of faith stuff comes from a mistranslation of this verse. Now where did the 
mistranslation come from? Well, when Luther translated this verse out of Greek into 
German he didn't know what to do with this Greek word and so he asked his friend 
Melanchthon to provide him with a German word that would capture this idea. 
Melanchthon, who was influenced by the Enlightenment, gave him a psychological 
word not a physical evidence word. That's where we got it, and it's been carried on 
for 500 years in our translations. And for 500 years we've been working on the 
idea of moving faith out of the physical world where the evidence is and into an 
inner spiritual world. So today you can have your own faith and I can have mine, and 
if you feel right about it it's okay with you, but I feel a different way about it. Therefore, 
there's no evidence to point to, there's no outside proof of it. There doesn't have to 
be because it's how you feel, and therefore, everybody's faith is the same. That one 
little verse in Hebrews, chapter 11, verse 1, destroyed the idea of faith as actual 
evidence and proof from the outside. You're going to have all kinds of people who 
grew up on the NIV struggling with the idea that they don't have enough faith. That 
somehow faith is how I feel about things and I have to make myself feel more in 
order to have more faith. Right? Nobody told you that they translated that word 
wrong.   

Question:  The people who have done all these translations are supposed to be 
reputable. Don't they know that the original word was substance? So why would 
they do that? 
 
Answer:  Because they're already part of a philosophical orientation that's moving 
faith out of external evidence and into internal confidence. Why?  Because then faith 
becomes impervious to outside argument. It's how you feel and nobody can argue 
about how you feel. It's how you feel. That philosophical approach changes the way 
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that they think of the translation. Did they do it deliberately to screw you up? No. 
They did it because they've already bought into a Greek idea that faith becomes an 
internal thing. It becomes a feeling that you have. An emotional, psychological 
commitment that you make, and what is good for you doesn't necessarily have to 
be good for me. Once I start slipping down that road all kinds of other things come 
along. 

Question:  The word hypostasis is Greek. We've been talking about Hebrew, so? 

Answer: Here is a Greek word that translated the wrong way. It literally means in 
Greek: the substance left over, the residue left over after an experiment. That's 
where it comes from. It's talking about outside stuff. Melanchthon started this whole 
thing, right? So, if Melanchthon translated it that way then the next guy that comes 
along says well look, this is what it means in German, so I'll continue to translate it as 
though it has this inner confidence. Besides, inner confidence is so great because 
nobody can talk you out of the way you feel. It's how you feel. Right? There's a long 
epistemological history here that I don't want to get into, but what we moved from is 
outside evidence to psychological certainty. You could be absolutely certain of 
your own faith. Why? Because it's yours. Look, if you walk in here today and say you 
have a really bad stomach ache. I say no you don't, you're just deluded. You don't 
have a stomach ache. I don't have a stomach ache, therefore you can't have one. 
You would say are you crazy? It's my stomach! I know how I feel. You don't know 
how I feel, you're not me. Then I'd say wait, no, there's no evidence of your stomach 
ache. I don't feel any of it. Nobody else in this class feels the stomach ache. How 
can you have a stomach ache? You see, you are psychological certain of how you 
feel. What an amazingly powerful place for faith to be because no one can talk you 
out of it. Of course, the opposite is also true. No one can talk you into it, and faith 
becomes insulated from all of the rest of the world, right?  

We're talking about the word for substance, the word for evidence, not the word for 
faith (pistos). Faith (pistos) is the evidence, the outside stuff. According to the 
measure of faith God has given you is going to become an outside measurement, 
it's not my inner feelings. It's the way that God has designed me. That comes from 
Romans chapter 12, right?  So we're going to talk about that relationship between 
the outside measure of what faith is, my commitment to follow God and trust Him 
and allow Him to direct my future. That's faith. It's external testimony that God is 
reliable. It's the exodus. It's the crossing of the Red Sea. It's the destruction of 
Jericho. It's all those things that actually happened right up unto the Resurrection. It 
actually happened. That's what my faith is about. And because of all of that, I can 
trust that God's reliable to do what He says He's going to do even though I don't 
know how and I don't see how. So now Paul comes along and says according to 
the measure of faith He's given you. What measure has He given you of faith? All 
that stuff that you've got in your past and everybody else has in their past that you 
can trust. And what do you do? You put your life on top of that and say, Look. If God 
can do that, He can take care of me, and I'm going to put my foot right on top of 
that and stand.  
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There's a really great story of Honi the Circle-Drawer, a Rabbi.  People come to the 
Rabbi and they say, "We need rain. We haven't had any rain for a long time. Please 
pray for us." This actually happened, right? Honi the Circle-Drawer, a Rabbi, says, 
"Okay. I'll pray for you." And he prays and no rain comes. So he says, "God, this isn't 
right, I'm praying and You need to deliver rain. I'm going to draw this circle around 
me and I'm not moving out of this circle until You provide rain." And he stands there 
and it starts to rain. He says, "No, Lord. This isn't rain, this is drizzle. I'm not moving out 
of this circle until I get rain!" Then it pours down rain and he says, "No, Lord. This is a 
storm, not rain. I'm not moving out of this circle until we get rain!" And then the rain 
comes down gently enough to water all the crops and he says, "Thank You, Lord." 
The Rabbi is venerated for this. What's the meaning behind this? This man knew who 
His God was and he was not going to make any move at all until his God answered 
the prayer that he asked. He wasn't going to be satisfied with drizzle or storm. He 
knew exactly what he wanted and he was asking God to provide exactly what he 
wanted, and his faith said God will do what I ask Him to do and I'm not going to 
move until He does. That's faith. When you read the book "Meet the Rabbis" you 
read about him, Honi The Circle-Drawer.  

Let's talk about internal psychological faith. On a scale of emotions, here's how 
internal psychological faith works. Well, golly, some days I just feel terrible, and I feel 
like God's abandoned me. I cry out and say, "You know, Lord, how long do I have to 
put up with this? You don't answer my prayers, I should just forget about You and do 
what I want." The next day I'm up on top of the mountain. This is Psalms by the way. 
Next day I'm up on top of the mountain, "Lord, You're fabulous! You're wonderful! 
You rescue me from everything. The generals fled from me and everything is 
fabulous." The next day, "You know if I make my bed in hell I can't get away from 
You." You see? That's emotional faith. God doesn't ask us to do the roller coaster 
version of faith. What kind of faith would that be? He says, "My relationship to you has 
nothing to do with the roller coaster of feelings. My relationship to you is based on 
Me, not on you. I am trustworthy and reliable. I'm the One Who's faithful. I'm the One 
Who has fidelity and loyalty to the covenant. It doesn't matter how you feel. I don't 
change!" So my faith can't be based on how I feel because it will go up and down all 
over the place. It has to be based on how God has acted toward me, not how God 
feels, but what He has done for me. Right? My faith is based on what God did for me 
in the past. It's fixed, it's permanent, it's never going to change. That's who God is. I 
might wander all over the place. I might be up, down, sideways, backwards. I might 
one day be shaking my fist at God and the next day falling down on my face praising 
Him. But that's okay. God allows it. There are 150 Psalms. There are at least 150 
emotions going on in the songs. Every single one of them is okay. But David's 
understanding of the reliability of God never is shaken. His emotions go all over the 
place but God doesn't change. That's what the guy in Hebrews is trying to show us. 
That it's not about my inner feelings, it's about the evidence on the outside of who 
God is.  

(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 
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One of Skip ’s “Today’s Word” summarizes this teaching on faith .  

“So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”  Romans 10:17   

NASB - Hearing – When we first examined this verse, (we noted that this is Paul’s 
shema) .  Although written in Greek, Paul clearly has the Hebrew verb shama in 
mind.  And as we know, shama means both “to hear” and “to obey.”  In Paul’s thought, 
faith is the result of hearing/obeying and hearing/obeying is specifically 
hearing/obeying the word of the Messiah. Of course, this leaves us with the question, 
“What is the word of the Messiah?” But the answer is not difficult to find. “All that I 
have commanded you” coupled with Yeshua’s proclamation of the eternal value of 
Torah should point us to the same code of conduct that He followed. We are left 
with the obvious conclusion that faith is doing what God says to do. What could be 
simpler? 

The problem comes with the conversion of the idea of faith as action to the idea of 
faith as proposition. Converted to Greek thought, faith becomes the mental assent 
to the truth of gospel proclamations. In other words, once faith was what I did in 
loyal obedience to my deliverer. Now it is agreeing that the deliverer did it. 

Part of this conversion from verb to noun is the confusion of faith and salvation. We 
should have seen this coming. After all, John uses the word “faith” or one of its 
derivatives 92 times in his gospel but he never uses it as a noun. It is always a verb.  
Our problem is not the text. The text is pretty clear. Our problem is that the Greek 
worldview rests on nouns – people, places and things. And from a Greek 
perspective, salvation is a thing. It is something granted to me. It is mine. Once 
received, I own it. Salvation is the gate-pass out of here and as long as I have the 
gate-pass I am leaving. In this view, salvation is the certificate that guarantees me a 
place in the afterlife. It was purchased for me on Calvary and I can keep it safe until 
it is needed. 

There’s only one problem. If faith is a verb, then it exists only when the actions it 
describes are in process. Since salvation is a result of faith, it is impossible to think 
of salvation as something that exists independently of behavior. If I am not doing 
faith, then I don’t have salvation either. Oswald Chambers offers a telling remark: “All 
the great blessings of God are finished and complete, but they are not mine until I 
enter into relationship with Him on the basis of his covenant.” I have to work out my 
salvation with fear and trembling, not because God hasn’t accomplished all that 
was needed for me to be saved but because salvation is found in the dynamic of 
my interaction with God. If I choose to act as though I possess the certificate but 
nothing further is required, I choose to abandon the dynamic of the relationship, and 
that means the relationship stops and my certificate is nothing more than a 
worthless piece of paper. In Hebrew thought, I have what I do. Salvation exists in the 
acts of grace produced by God and by me. 

 


