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How Did Jesus Model Torah 
 
      KG-303 – Lesson 2 Text 

 
What does being Torah obedient mean? 
 
Why did Timothy have to get circumcised - because the mark of the covenant for 
Timothy was obedience to the Law. Did that mean that Timothy wasn't saved until 
he got circumcised? No. But Paul says to Timothy, you have from a little child been 
trained in the Scriptures, and what is that? The Old Testament. So now live out that 
training that you had and take on the mark of the covenant and all of those Torah 
observant behaviors that you need to have in order for God to be able to use you in 
the way that He wants. It has nothing to do with your election into the faith. It has to 
do with your usefulness to God. By the way, the same thing is true today. Absolutely 
the same thing is true today. You do not come into the faith through your 
observance of God's law. That would be earning your way, right? You come into the 
faith exactly as Paul said, “By faith alone the just man shall live.” In other words, God 
imputes that righteousness to you, marks you not guilty, not because you did 
anything but because He has compassion on you.  
 
Guess what? Once you're in the family, now you have an obligation. Just like the 
people of Israel when they reached Sinai, now we're obligated to the covenant. 
What do they say? "Everything that You said, we will do."  Did they have to do that to 
earn God's favor? No! He had already shown them favor because He moved them 
out of Egypt. Right? He baptized them in the Red Sea, He brought them to Sinai, and 
He gave them the instruction book of life, and now He said, "You are obligated to Me 
to perform these instructions. Why, so that you'll be better people? No, so that I can 
use you to reach the rest of the world. And the more obedient you are to Me, the 
more I'm going to be able to use you. So here's the instruction book about how to 
live. Now go be obedient."  It's the same thing for us. Here's the instruction book. I've 
brought you into the faith. I chose you, I died for you. You are part of My family. 
Here's the instruction book - go be obedient.  
 
And we say, ah we don't need the instruction book, it's for the Jews. Right? We don't 
have to worry about pork, that's for the Jews. I like lobster, shrimp, bacon, and a 
whole bunch of things, 613 Torah commandments. Do they all apply to me? No. 
About half of them are for the Levitical priesthood. There's no temple, so there's no 
possibility of doing sacrifice, so all those commandments about the sacrifice don't 
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apply because there's no place to do the sacrifice. Ok? So you can wipe out about 
400 of the 613 right off the top. And guess what? A whole bunch of them are for 
women, so they don't apply to me. They apply to you, but the ones that apply to men 
don't apply to women. Right? And some of them are for children, and I'm not a child 
so they don't apply to me.  A whole bunch of them are for all kinds of individual 
circumstances that I don't have around me anymore. So when I finally work my way 
through all the 613 I end up with maybe a couple dozen. And God says, "By the way, 
it's not too difficult for you. I didn't make these impossible. I just made them things 
that you need to do in obedience to me, and as you do them I will use you, and the 
more that you are obedient the more useful you are to me."  So it works like this: 
God has this big pipeline. This is called 100% obedience, and at 100% obedience I 
am just like Christ, and God pours His Spirit through me and all kinds of things 
happen. Ok? As I become less obedient I restrict the flow in the pipeline until I get 
down here where I say, "Oh, the only things that apply to me are if I feel like love. I 
mean, that's really it, isn't it? That I should love everybody. And it's how I feel. If I don't 
really love this guy then I just need to pray about it until I feel like I love him and then 
I'll go act accordingly.” Now I've restricted the pipeline so small that God can just 
barely squeeze any of the Spirit through. Now He's pleading with me to become 
obedient so that He can pour more of His Spirit through me. The wonderful 
translation by Jerome, which we're still carrying along says, "You can forget about all 
that obedience stuff. You don't need that. Just love, that's all."  Except, of course, God 
has told us what it means to be obedient and we just ignored it because it was for 
the Jews. 
	  
Did Jesus emphasize evangel ism or to disciple? 
 
Ok, I want to talk about evangelism. Let's take the familiar passage of Matthew 28:19. 
 You all know this passage - The Great Commission. The problem is you've read this 
passage your whole life from a Greek perspective. Now it's time to read it as Jesus 
spoke it in Hebrew. So what does it say? Give me the Greek version. It'll be translated 
in your Bible in Greek. Don't worry about it! What does it say? "Go ye therefore into all 
the world, make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all these commandments that I have given 
you. And lo I am with you until the end of the age." Ok, let's go back and take it apart 
one word at a time and remove the Greek so we can get the Hebrew. The first thing 
that we have to remember is it doesn't say, "Go." Isn't that wonderful? It doesn't say 
go. It's a present participle, not an imperative, which means that it should be 
translated "Going" not "Go".  So the first thing that you discover in the world of the 
evangelical mindset is that we've converted this into a command to go out and 
knock on doors and hand people tracts, and go to the far ends of the world and 
make missionaries and all that kind of stuff.  But that's not what Jesus is talking about. 
He's talking about going along in life as you're doing the ordinary things of your day.     
As you're being a carpenter or an engineer or a chief of police, going, going along. 
The stress of the command is not on "Go" as though you are commanded to move, 
but it's on the next verb, not the present participle. The present participle is the 
condition under which I am now going to perform the command. The condition is: as I 
am going along in life. As I'm being a software guy, as I'm flying on an airplane, as I'm 
being a mom at home. Whatever the condition is of my going along, now here comes 
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the command. What does it say? Make disciples? Oh is that great! It doesn't actually 
say "make disciples.” No. It says, "disciple." There is no "make" in there. That word got 
added. Why and what's the difference? Well, you can't make disciples, but you can 
disciple. To make a disciple puts the emphasis on the receiver, not on the giver. To 
disciple puts the emphasis on me. I'm discipling, the results are up to God. I am called 
to disciple, not to make disciples, because I can't make anybody do anything. All I can 
do is fulfill my obligation to God. He's the One who has to bring them into a 
relationship of discipleship. I am required to act as the discipler. Ok, now that we've 
got that cleared up let's ask ourselves what it means to disciple from a Hebrew 
perspective. Well, what does it mean? Ah, well you didn't know that there is more than 
one Greek word for disciple, and this is the one that means literally to take on the 
same lifestyle and behavior as the teacher. So it's a rabbinic word. It is literally to 
copy my master. That's what discipling means: to copy my master. It has nothing to 
do with information transfer. There's another word that's the relationship between a 
teacher and a pupil where the teacher passes information to you. But you will not 
become a disciple, and I will not be a discipler until you copy me; until your feet follow 
my feet, until your hands do what my hands do. You need to come along with me and 
build roads by hand in Haiti to take care of people who are dying. Then you will be a 
disciple. No matter how much I talk about it, unless you come with me and do it, on 
your knees in the dirt, you are not a disciple. You are just a listener. Ok? And Jesus 
says as you're going along in life, your job is to disciple.   
 
How do you do that? It's the Avon model guys. You choose. The first thing a rabbi 
does is choose the pupil. You don't decide to be my disciple, I decide who I choose. 
And I choose you. And I choose around the line, and who do I choose? I choose the 
people who show the most potential. You do know that the Greek education system 
is different than the Hebrew education system, right? The Hebrew education system 
weeds people out. It's designed to do that. It's like the British system. They start at 
age three. They go to synagogue school. At 6 or 7 there is a cut. That cut says, oh, 
some of these guys show real promise, some of them not so much. At 8 to 9 there 
is another cut. At 12 there is another cut. At 16 there is another cut. Ok? The ones 
who fail get sent back home to learn a trade. The ones who continue are the ones 
who show great promise. There's no dishonor in being sent back home to learn a 
trade because you have to make a living. But these people are the ones that get 
groomed to be the Torah scholars, and Paul was one of those. By the way, that's 
what happens right here with Jesus. They're saying, "Golly! This Kid has incredible 
potential. Don't you know we should bring Him over to the temple and put Him in 
real advanced Torah school." Then mom and dad come along and say, "Why did 
you do this?" He says, "Don't you understand what I'm doing here? But, I submit to 
you and go home. I take the cut even though I had incredible potential." 
 
The Rabbi chooses the student. The student's obligation is to copy the life of the 
Rabbi. So evangelism begins with who I choose. It's who I choose, folks, not who I 
bump into. It's not who I hand the tract to, it's who I choose to come and copy me, 
which means it is a long-term, intimate, involved relationship where I invite you to 
look into my life with such depth that you see everything that I do, and everything I 
think, and everything I'm about, and you find God's holiness throughout it all. So 
you'd better be there yourself. It is impossible to disciple a stranger. It's impossible. It 
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could never happen. That's why, by the way, it took Jesus three years. Now if it took 
Jesus three years to bring these guys to the point where they were ready for Him to 
leave, how long will it take us?  And He was doing it 24/7!  Three years, 24/7 
discipling. And what is discipling? Demonstrating God's life in myself so that they can 
observe it. It has to be God saturated in me so that you observe, I've chosen you to 
come and observe, and now I invite you to look. Ok, now what happens? Each one 
of these guys has been discipled. I'm trying to get them to copy me - the Great 
Commission. Disciple, choose, have them copy me, build relationship, make it as 
intimate as possible, let them look into my life.   
 
What's the next thing? Baptizing.  Really? I thought you baptized people as soon as 
they raised their hand, and then you disciple them afterwards. Isn't that what we do? 
Why do you suppose baptism comes after discipleship? It takes discipling to create 
the environment for the inner transformation that baptism witnesses to. Baptism 
is not first, it's last in the process. What is the point of being baptized if I have no idea 
what kind of life I'm trying to copy? We throw them under the water, drag them out 
and then say, "You're saved, now go figure out how to live." And here's what 
happens: you don't know who to copy because you've never been a disciple of 
anybody. But the way Jesus does it is you choose somebody who, by the way, isn't a 
believer, you disciple them for several years until they are able to see what it means 
to live according to God's word, and then they are ready to be baptized. But not 
before, because baptism before means I had no clue what this was all about. Like 
good Greeks we just put this ahead of the process. Now, they're baptized. They 
finally go through conversion. By the way, you realize of course that none of the 
disciples were Christians. Right? They weren't. Jesus was with them for three years, 
they didn't figure it out, they had no idea what was going on. After He left what did 
they do? Go back to fishing! The Rabbi is gone, I’ve got to go back to fishing. They 
weren't Christians. They didn't figure it out. They couldn't get it. They didn't become 
"Christians" until after they realized what that discipling was all about, and then the 
conversion process happened, after 3 years.  
 
Teaching them to observe…. .  
 
Ok? Now we do baptism. What follows baptism? Teaching them to observe. Oh, 
that's interesting. You mean, first I disciple, I bring them to the point where they are 
ready to copy somebody's life, then they go through the conversion process, and 
it's followed immediately by teaching them to observe what? All of the 
commandments. Really! All of the instructions that I have given you, and what are 
those? Torah observance. That's what Jesus is talking about. It's the only thing He 
can be talking about because that's the only thing that they knew. They didn't have 
the New Testament with all its confusion about grace. They only had the Old 
Testament. And observing all the commandments meant being Torah observant. 
So, here's the process I choose as I'm going along in life, I choose. I bring those 
people to a point where they understand what living a godly life is like. They 
experience baptism. They adopt the same life I have been living. Then they become 
Torah observant. In the process of Torah observance they learn what the word of 
God means for them and they choose, and start it all over again. 
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Ok. Let's finish this, Acts 1:8. Here's how you do it. What does Acts 1:8 say? "But you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses, both in Jerusalem, and in all of Judea, and in Samaria, and in the uttermost 
part of the earth." Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the ends of the earth. Here's how you 
choose Jerusalem. Who's in Jerusalem? My intimate relationships are in Jerusalem 
because Jerusalem is the place where I live. My neighbors, my friends, the people 
who are right around me, the people I know really well, the phileo people of my life, 
and believe me, I have some who are not believers. So do you. We all do. We know 
them at work, we know them from the tennis club, we know them from the post 
office. We have connections with people all over the place who are not believers, 
who need to be invited to become a participant in my life. And I will choose whom? 
The ones that I think show promise and the ones that I have some kind of 
relationship with that I can invite them to . . . "Look. I'm going to the Magic game on 
Friday. I've got a ticket, you want to come?" Ok? The guy is saying, sure! Then the 
next week it's like, "Golly, you know my family's going out to dinner and we'd love to 
have your family come out to dinner with us." It's a slow process of building an 
incredibly deep relationship. It's not about slapping a tract in the guy's hand. He has 
no idea what you're talking about. You need to expose him to Godly living at the ball 
game, in the restaurant, on the ball field, in the work place. You need to invite him to 
become part of your life. Right? And as you do that over 2 or 3 years, all of a sudden 
he's saying, "You know you live differently than me. You don't eat pork. When we go 
out to a seafood restaurant you don't order lobster. Why?" That's what you want. 
You want the why do you live like that question, birthed from the 2 to 3 years 
working on that relationship. That's the phileo guys. The guys that, you know. 
  
Who are the Judea guys? Judea is the people who are a little bit further out of my 
circle of influence. They're the vendor who shows up at my business once in awhile. 
You know, he's said a few things that I think maybe he might be interested and he's 
got some potential there. He's a little bit further afield but I'm making a commitment 
and I invite him. Ok? That's the Judea guys. Who are the Samaritans? The enemy. 
You're required to choose an enemy. Isn't that what Jesus says? First you're going to 
go here and here, and then you're going to go here. An enemy has to become part 
of your discipling group. Somebody who really wants to look into your life but he'd 
love to find a reason to say your a hypocrite. Isn't that exactly what Jesus did? He 
chose Judas and He discipled him exactly the same as all the rest, knowing all along 
He was going to be betrayed. And when you get there, then you're ready to start 
choosing people beyond your normal influence. It surely seems to me that the 
pattern that is established in scripture isn't one we follow. We designed it to fit the 
efficiency model of distributing information about the Gospel rather than the 
effectiveness model that Jesus has here, because this is slow. This takes real work. 
This is a long time. This is me being responsible to choose and be the disciple and 
leaving the results up to God. This isn't big splash success, million men marches. 
This is slow, hard, slugging it out, building relationships. And this is exactly what Jesus 
did.  
 
Is this Promise Keepers?  No, it's not Promise Keepers. It's the group of five guys 
who get in the car and drive to Nashville to go to the Promise Keepers meeting. But 
it's not Promise Keepers. It's not the Billy Graham crusade. It's the guys who meet in 
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the restaurant every week on Tuesday at 7 in the morning for the next 3 years. It's 
slow. It doesn't have big flashy results, but you know what? God doesn't care about 
the numbers. Remember? It's the difference between service and devotion, right? 
It's not how many, it's how deep, and you're after depth. If you want to see 
transformed lives, you can't broadcast on the radio. You have to get into people's 
lives and you have to invite them to be in your life, and there's no better person than 
an enemy because that person is going to hold you accountable for everything that 
you say. You've got to walk it for an enemy to believe.  
 
You know what? If you don't do this, the church is just a town meeting, because this 
is the essence of the Gospel. This is life transformation stuff. This is the difference 
between a church that's just a group of people and a church that absolutely alters 
its environment. It’s community. Everything about it speaks the glory of God 
because this is total sell-out to God.  
 
Isn't it nice to know that 5,000 years later, the secular world catches up, because 
God's been talking about relationship management since the very beginning. Look 
at the relationship between the husband and the wife, and how critical relationship 
management is, and that starts in Genesis 1 and 2. It's all about relationship. All of 
what God does is about relationship. It has nothing to do with tasks, or 
accomplishments, or resumes, or celebrities, or anything else. It's about 
relationship. Fundamentally it's about relationship, so how can we expect 
evangelism not to be about deep, bonding, and transformational relationships? It 
has to be, otherwise we have a nation where 92% of the people say they believe in 
God and 2% of the people do anything about it. Right? 
 
Listen, the Greek model doesn't work. It doesn't work in counseling, and it doesn't 
work in church. And we keep doing it over and over and over thinking that 
somehow the results are going to be different. That's a definition of insanity. 
If Christ has not risen, we among all men are most to be pitied because all of our 
efforts have been in vain. It was never the old law for Paul, it was the only law. Paul 
never changed his view of the law. It’s exactly the same as the day that he was born. 
That law never changed, he just observed it all, except now he understands that 
instead of the process of earning his way to righteousness, it is the ability for him to 
be used of God. His righteousness comes by imputation of faith, Abraham is the 
model, but that doesn't set aside the law. The law is God's way for us to be useful. 
And guess what . . . you get to decide. You get to decide if you want to be useful or 
not.  
 
(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 
	  
 


