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Am I  Sensit ive to the Holy and Profane 
 

KG-301 Lesson 3 Text  
 
 

Proverbs:  obedience f irst ,  understanding second. 
 
What has to happen in this country is real simple. It needs to repent. That's it. It 
needs to repent because the country is so far out of obedience with God's way that 
there's nothing left but judgment. Repentance is the only solution to judgment, as we 
know from Nineveh. However, repentance doesn't depend on me trying to figure it 
out first. Here is the way the Bible works. The Bible is a confrontation with the Holy 
God, and confronting the Holy God drives me to my face in absolute terror of His 
majesty, and repentance is immediately the following action. I am not laying on my 
face saying, well now I really just have to understand the theological propositions 
here, Lord.  If You just explain the systematic theology to me, then I will decide if I 
want to obey You. No! Take the Mount of Transfiguration. Peter, James, and John go 
up with Jesus to the top of the mountain. There is some real interesting insight into 
what happens here.  What happens? Jesus converses with Elijah and Moses. What 
does Peter say? He says, "Man, this is a great place for a theme park!  I mean we 
could have some altars here and memorialize this space. People could come. We 
could say, we were there when we saw it. It was a heavenly vision. We could have a 
small entry fee. This would be great!" He is all into this until what?  What happens? 
The Voice! "This is My Beloved Son." And all of the sudden what does Peter realize? 
He's in the presence of the Holy God.  What happens then? They fall on their faces in 
utter terror that they are going to die. There isn't any like I have to think my way 
through the four spiritual laws thing here, it's BANG! I am on my face because I am 
going to die. I am in the presence of the Holy God! That's the way the Bible 
confronts sinners. They are in the presence of the Holy God. There is an immediate 
recognition of my absolute unworthiness, and I deserve to die!  That's repentance. 
And then God picks me up and He shows me how to obey Him. 
 
How about in the Hebrew view of life? Life is filled with trouble.  It is a guarantee. 
Jesus says, "You will have trouble." That is not like well, maybe if you live your life 
badly and you do not obey everything you will have trouble. No. No matter what the 
quality of your life is, no matter how obedient you are, guess what?  You are going to 
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have trouble. That is absolutely guaranteed by God. Why? Why wouldn't God just 
say you know what? Join Me, I'll snatch you right out of here. You won't have to worry 
about anything. I don't get it. If I accept Christ as my Savior, and I know that my 
place in heaven is guaranteed, why put me through all this? Why not just rapture me 
out right now so that I don't have to put up with all this? Why does Jesus say two 
things? He says you will - have trouble, and then He has the audacity to pray to the 
Father, do not take them out of the world. I love that!  Thank you very much, Jesus, 
for praying that You are going to leave me here. Why? Why would He leave us here 
and guarantee us trouble? He could have left us here and said you are going to 
have a wonderful life and everything is going to be great for you, and then people 
are going to flock around you and say I want to sign up. Where do I get the million-
dollar check?  Let me get into the prosperity program. No. This is a devastating 
verse for prosperity gospel because Jesus guarantees trouble in your life. He does 
not guarantee escape from trouble. He guarantees trouble. Why? Because faith in 
God demonstrates itself when the world is falling apart. No one is going to believe 
that it was all because of God that you are driving around in a Ferrari. They are 
going to believe that it was all because of God that you do not have a car and you 
still believe. What does Paul say? I glory in my weakness. He understood that he has 
to have trouble in order to be the kind of person that God wants to use in the world. 
 All you've got to do is think about the biblical figures. Think about the figures in the 
Bible that God uses. Very, very, very few of them are what we would consider 
successful people.  Why? They are people with heartache, they are people with 
problems, they are people with addictions, they are people with murder in their 
past, they are people with all kinds of problems and God uses them. Why, because 
He uses those people whose lives are falling apart to show that He resurrects 
disasters. So what makes us think that we are going to escape from that?  That 
somehow our lives should be perfect because we have got God on our side?  
 
So the Greek view is to have tranqui l i ty ,  and the bibl ical view is to 
recognize that we wil l  have trouble.    
 
The biblical view is about contentment. I have to learn to be content whatever God 
brings, right? The Hebrew view of prayer:  Lord, prepare my heart to accept 
whatever You bring. Now let me give you the upside-down version of this.  God 
spares those people whose faith is not strong enough to be able to endure what He 
actually intends.  So the people who are running around, whose lives seem blessed 
and nothing really bad has ever happened, in my view it is because God knows that 
if He really used them in the way that He used His Son, because that is the model, if 
He really used them that way they would fall apart. So He spares them by putting His 
hand of protection over them because He cares about them and He wants them to 
enjoy His presence, and so He prevents them from experiencing the very things that 
are required for their faith to grow strong enough so they can be used by Him to 
reach others. It is exactly backwards from our view of looking at people whose 
spiritual lives seem so successful. The last person you want to hold up as the model 
of Christian success is the one whose life has been blessed because, as far as I'm 
concerned, that means they were not strong enough. God knew their hearts and 
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He knew that they were not strong enough to carry the burden of the Son, and the 
burden of the Son is the cross, the way of death.  Question:  How do you separate 
them from non-believers?  Well, non-believers have a different kind of goal. Their 
goal in life is their own self-improvement and self-gratification.  But I'm talking about 
Christians. The Christians when you look at their lives, you think, man, God just 
blessed them. Everything that they do seems to be good, and they do not really go 
through the heartaches and the struggles that the rest of us go through. What I am 
telling you is, do not take a Greek perspective of that. Look at it from the 
perspective of the disciples who come out after they have been with the Sanhedrin. 
The Sanhedrin arrests them, takes them in and says, "No longer preach in the name 
of Jesus. You cannot do this anymore. We are not going to kill you on the advice of 
one of the council members, but we're going to beat you so that you will never think 
about doing this again.” They beat them within an inch of their lives and they send 
them out.  And what do they say? They go out rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy enough to suffer in His name. Now that is backwards thinking.  We would go 
out saying why did You do this to me, God? I was doing what You asked me to do 
and this shouldn't have happened to me. And the people on the outside would look 
at them and say boy, they must have really weak faith because if they had strong 
faith God would have protected them. You see? It is exactly backwards. If their faith 
is weak God has to protect them.  If their faith is strong God removes the protection 
in order for them to become witnesses for His Son. Is it upside-down enough for 
you?   
 
So that means that the symbol for Christianity and for believing in God is the thorn, 
not the crown.  It's thorns, not triumph.  I am not interested in crowns.  I am 
interested in the thorns that pierce my skull and make me bleed because that is the 
path of Christ.  And I expect my life to get worse, not better.  You'd better be careful 
about what you pray because conforming to the image of His Son, as we know 
from II Peter and from I Peter, is to be conformed to the image of His death.  That is 
what Peter tells us.  Do not be surprised when this stuff happens to you because it 
happened to Him.   
 
That is the biblical pattern, and that is why Jesus says you will have trouble, and that 
is why Paul says I glory in my weakness, because that is the way God works.  By the 
way, this reminds me of another great book by John Timmer, "The God of 
Weakness". You'll enjoy that, it's a real easy read. It is a great powerful message. 
 God works through weakness. In fact, John Samuel points out that we sin in our 
strength.  We do not sin in our weaknesses. We like to think that we are weak and 
therefore we sin, but if you do a close analysis of your sins you will discover that you 
sin by abusing those things that God has given you as strengths. You use them in the 
wrong way. You use them in ways that do not glorify Him. So, you sin in your 
strengths, but you glorify God in your weaknesses. You can puzzle over that for a 
while. You have to understand what God is doing with the way that He designs 
human beings to see the truth of that.  It's a long process. 
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Shalom is the word in the Jewish tradition that is a greeting like Shalom Peace, but it 
means a lot more than peace. It actually means in Hebrew, well being. So it covers 
your health, your economic status, your social status, it is a whole idea of the 
blessing of God poured out on you. Deuteronomy 28 is real clear. God wants you to 
be blessed. How does that happen? Deuteronomy is also real clear about that, if 
you obey God's word. 

Weakness versus strength   

In the Hebrew view it 's restoration.  In the Greek view it 's repair .    

Why? Jesus is interested in a return to the original - to restore. That is the name of 
my book. The reason that it's called "Spiritual Restoration" and not Spiritual 
Rehabilitation is that the idea is to return to the original. So, as I said several times in 
this class now, everything that's important happens in the first three chapters of 
Genesis. Jesus is trying to get us to return to the original. If you don't understand 
what happens in the first three chapters of Genesis, plus the story of Cain, you 
cannot understand what the biblical worldview is all about. If we really wanted to 
teach this class from the text, we wouldn't be talking about these themes, we would 
go right back to Genesis 1:1 and I would take you through a three month discussion 
of what happens in Genesis 1:1 - 4:7.  Once you see what's happening between 
Genesis 1:1 and 4:7, the rest of the Bible is commentary. It is all there. That is why I 
think it's so important for you to understand from a Hebrew perspective what's 
happening in those first four chapters. That's why you must know what the Rabbis 
say about it. You have to see it from a Hebrew point of view because it changes 
everything. Jesus is constantly referring to a restoration of the original design. God 
never gave up on the original design. The new heaven and the new earth are not 
new. The Hebrew word is "renewed" not "new". And, by the way, it is the same thing 
for the New Covenant. The word does not mean new, brand new, never occurred 
before. It means renewed just like the new moon. It is the same moon, it just is seen 
again. So the renewed covenant is the original covenant brought back. That is why 
God can say through Jeremiah, "I am now making a renewed covenant with the 
House of Israel and the House of Judah and I will write it on their hearts. Before it 
was written on tablets of stone, but now I'm going to write it on their hearts. Does 
that mean He's going to write something different? No. It is what He wrote on the 
tablets of stone, which is the Ten Words. The Ten Words, not the Ten 
Commandments, the Ten Words. That is literally what it says in Hebrew. The Ten 
Words are a summary of what - all the rest of the Law. The Ten Words are not 
independent commandments, they are summarizations of all the commentary in 
the rest of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. They're just summaries. That is like 
the scribe who comes to Jesus and says, "What is the greatest commandment?" 
Jesus summarizes all the law and the prophets in these two things. So that is a very 
rabbinic thing to do - to summarize, and He summarizes it in two verses that 
summarize all of it.  And by the way, other guys do that. Hosea summarizes it and 
Joel summarizes it, and Paul summarizes it and they are always doing that. But the 
idea is that it is the whole of that covenant that's going to be renewed. The whole of 
God's original covenant will be renewed in the renewed covenant. So He is going to 
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restore rather than repair. He is going to restore us to the original. That is the idea 
of the new heaven and the new earth. It is a restored heaven and earth. 

The bibl ical worldview is about madness.  The Greek worldview is 
about common sense.   
 
You'll get that from Oswald Chambers' comment when he said, "If Jesus only 
intended to tell us common sense He wouldn't have bothered to do so."  
Because the fact of the matter is, common sense is my explanation for the way 
things work and my planning and processing to make things come about. That is 
what I mean about common sense. Don't you have any common sense means, 
can't you figure that out on your own? The biblical worldview is madness. Jesus and 
His Father are crazy! No one would ever do the things that He does. No one could 
ever imagine a God who would die for people that are worthless. It just doesn't 
make any sense. That is the whole point of the Bible, it does not make any sense.  
 
That's why i t  has to be a revelation,  not me f iguring i t  out .   
 
The Greek worldview is all about me thinking my way out of the box. The Hebrew 
worldview is I can't even think my way out of the box so I have to have somebody 
from the outside tell me what it is, and from the inside it appears absolutely insane. 
Now you know why people said, after Jesus said, “unless you eat of My body and 
drink of My blood,” they said, "Wow. That's a hard saying." They actually didn't say 
"that's a hard saying," what they said was "this guy is whacked! I am not hanging 
around Him any more."  His family even shows up and says, "Look, why don't you 
come home with us before we have to call the therapist." You will notice that as we 
moved along the road of therapy Christianity, we decided that the God of the Old 
Testament really needed a class in anger management. Once we had 
accomplished moving the God of the Old Testament from anger management to 
the loving grandfather, He was much more interesting and much more palatable. 
So we have converted the madness of Scripture into palatable common sense 
things. But if you go back and you read Scripture as it is on the face of it, it is crazy. 
No one could ever have figured that it would work like that. I mean, how many cities 
have we defeated by marching around them in silence for six days and then 
blowing trumpets? God does insane things! How am I going to defeat an army of 
300,000 with 300 guys with pitchers and lights? Do you understand that we have 
this tendency to push God's actions into a realm where we think that they make 
sense, but it you read them you know that they don't make sense. He does not do 
anything the way we would expect Him to do it. It would be one thing if God had 
explained the organization and structure of the universe to me and then asked me if 
I would agree. It is quite another for God to say, "Obey Me and then I'll explain it to 
you." No! That doesn't make any sense, except of course you do the same thing with 
your children, because God is King, not president. 
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In the Hebrew model I  am to let go because God is the One who is in 
charge. In the Greek model i t  is to make do. When things do not work 
out the way that I  want them to,  I  make do.   
 
It's active waiting versus intervention. This would be a great counseling term. In the 
Greek model it's intervention.  If things aren't working out right, I intervene. I get in 
there and I make it happen. In the Hebrew model it's active waiting. The Hebrew 
verb for "wait" is not passive, it is active. It means to be pregnant with expectation 
that any moment God is going to show up. That is what it means to wait upon the 
Lord. It does not mean to sit back and wait for Him to knock on the door and deliver 
the check that I need. It is that every moment is - I know that it is going to happen 
right now! I just know that God is working behind the scenes and the Archangel 
Michael is fighting the battle and God's going to show up and it is going to happen! I 
know it and you can hardly hold me in the chair while I am waiting, because I am so 
ready for Him to make it happen! It is not resignation. It is expectation that any 
moment God's going to arrive. So, from the Hebrew perspective, you live your life 
now with the hope and anticipation that in the next moment God is going to do 
something wonderful because kairos time can happen any time. 
 
In the Hebrew model i t  is rest as opposed to frenzy.   
 
I want you to think about this – there is only one time in the entire Gospels that Jesus 
uses the word "hurry". You know where it is? Zacchaeus, hurry down from that tree 
because I'm coming to your house today. That is the only time in the entire account 
of Jesus' ministry that the word "hurry" ever shows up. In other words, Jesus never 
hurried. Why? He's always in obedience to the Father, the Father controls all the 
circumstances of His life, and therefore there is no need to rush. If we could just get 
that down it would change life because in the Greek model it is always frenzy. Why? 
Because you are in charge of everything and you cannot let a single thing slip 
through the cracks for fear that it will cause all that risk to come back. Jesus 
manages His relationship with the Father and leaves all the consequences alone.  
 
That's actually the picture of the entire crucifixion, the whole trial, the arrest, 
everything. Jesus manages the relationship with the Father. He manages the vertical 
relationship and He leaves all the horizontal consequences in God's hands. That is 
the picture. This is the only thing that He controls. He knows it. This is what He 
manages. He puts His entire life, His well being, into this relationship - the vertical, 
and He leaves all the horizontal consequences to the Father. And because He does 
that the Father engineers His life to be exactly where He needs to be whenever He 
needs to be there.  
 
(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 


