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Am I Sensit ive to the Holy and Profane 
 

KG-301 Lesson 1  Text  
 

Hebrew – Community ,  Greek - Individual 
 
The Hebrew social system is based on community. In the Old Testament God refers 
to Israel as my son, in the singular. Because the whole of Israel is treated as one 
community, not differentiated. If one person sins everyone is affected. Sin is never 
individual it is always corporate. If someone in the camp sins everyone in the camp 
gets sick. That's how they know, because everyone gets the plague. Whether they 
were innocent or not doesn't matter because they were treated as a community. 
They are all based on this interconnectedness of relationships so no one is 
independent or isolated from anyone else.  
 
The Greek world is just the opposite. It is all based on the individual. I can't be in 
community with you because you might screw up. That would harm me and raise 
my risk level and create fear in my life, so I have to get rid of my interpersonal and 
interconnectedness because the more of those I have the greater my risk is. Here's 
what we do: we reduce our Christianity to a transmission of words which I then put 
on the internet and send you as a text message because I don't have to be involved 
with you.  
 
The way that we know each other is filtered by removing all of our emotions except 
those little emoticons that we use to put a face on our Internet messages we send 
out. Where is the deep interconnectedness that causes us to share one another's 
burdens and confess our sins one to another? All the things the New Testament 
church describes, is the model of Israel that God put together. Israel messed it up 
plenty over a long, long history, but that doesn't change the model. I am connected 
to you enough that I share in your life, and your life shares in mine. When we get 
together we celebrate the life we have together with God in common and 
individually. God can say I hold every individual accountable and I hold the 
community accountable, it's a big difference. We do not tend to do church that way. 
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How about the dif ference between devotion and service.   
 
On the Greek side it's service. I come into the church and get a role. I am a Sunday 
School teacher, I am an usher, I take care of the mission board. I am in service to 
God. But notice what Jesus says in the Mary/Martha story. Martha is the one doing 
service. In fact she invites Jesus to dinner. She obligates herself in the kitchen, etc. 
and she sees her sister talking to Jesus doing nothing. That's her view. That's a 
Greek Hellenized view. She says, “Mary get up and come and help me.” No, that is 
not exactly what she says. She triangulates - "Lord don't you see this lazy sister of 
mine, you tell her to come and fix my problem." She didn't make it her responsibility. 
She made it Jesus’ responsibility. She is upset and doesn't go to her sister directly, 
but she knows if Jesus says it, her sister will hear it and feel appropriately guilty 
enough to come in the kitchen and help. What does Jesus say? “Mary has chosen a 
better part.” From Martha's perspective Mary is doing nothing. However, from Jesus’ 
perspective, she is exhibiting devotion. This devotion takes priority over service. 
God doesn't need you to do anything. He is not a task oriented God. He is much 
more interested in your relationships than your tasks. He's more interested in your 
devotion than your service. Because quite frankly God can accomplish whatever 
He wants. But he can't accomplish your willing submission of your heart to Him. He 
can't make that happen; only you can. That's what He wants more that anything 
else.  
 
How about compassion versus protection?  
 
In the Greek I have to be in a protected mode. I have to take care of myself. But 
look what Jesus says about compassion and look how Jesus acts compassionately. 
The word for compassion in Greek is splagchnizomai. It is only used of Jesus and 
only with people who portrays godly character in the parables. That's all. It's never 
applied to anyone else. What are the hallmarks of Jesus compassion? One of the 
hallmarks of Jesus’ compassion is His vulnerability to attack. He is moved by the 
spirit, or guts/intestines. I am so moved that my stomach gets upset.  
 
The widow of Nain doesn't have a husband or she wouldn't be a widow. Her son 
has died. Where does that leave her in the first century Israeli culture? It leaves her 
with nothing. She is going to be on the street. Women did not inherit the property 
rights, it passed on to the son and the son had an obligation to take care of his 
mother until she was dead. You see that on the cross. Jesus says to John, I pass this 
obligation of my mother on to you. The widow of Nain is at the wrong place at the 
wrong time. Her husband has died and the property rights were passed on to her 
son and he died. She is like Naomi. Jesus sees it and has compassion on her.  
 
Jesus stops the funeral guys from going by. Why is that risk and vulnerability? As 
soon as He does he defiles himself. He's a rabbi. As soon as He touches the body, 
He defiles Himself and opens Himself up to all kinds of criticism. He takes a huge risk 
as far as the population is concerned, because He does everything contrary to 



	   3	  

what the law would teach about not being in contact with the dead. He talks to him 
and raises him up.  
 
He does this all the time. He does it on the Sabbath, etc. What about Jarius’ 
daughter? He does the same thing. He is constantly acting in ways that would defile 
Him. His compassion overwhelms the protocol that was required. Life is more 
important to God than protocol. He refuses to protect Himself. The Greek world 
worries about my status, and my position ahead of the compassion and heart of 
God. You have to go through a 7-day ritual to be clean. Jesus teaches life takes 
priority over protocol. They had been teaching this for about 200 years before this. 
It just wasn't being incorporated into all the people. All of Jesus’ teaching was 
already being taught by the rabbis. He fits right into the culture of pharisaical 
rabbinic thought. Jesus was very close to the Pharisees. He taught and acted like a 
rabbi. He continued the tradition of the rabbis. He is a lot more Jewish than we 
would have ever imagined. It is amazing how many parables, etc come right out of 
that. They all get it from the Old Testament, written and oral. Almost everything that 
Jesus teaches in the New Testament you can find in the Old Testament.  
 
 
Community versus individual...devotion versus service...compassion versus 
protection...mind versus the heart .   
 
My mind versus my soma or body is opposed to my spirit or my psyche, but not in 
Hebrew. The seat of my personality, my emotions, my volition, my cognition, is all tied 
up into the Hebrew word leb, heart and in the Greek it's nous. In Hebrew it is 
homogenized. You can't separate one from the other. The Hebrew word heart 
incorporates all my emotions, my cognition, my thinking, my volition, my acting, my 
feelings, and everything that makes up who I am is the heart. The nephesh is one 
person. The heart is one center that incorporates all that stuff. There is no 
disconnect between one and the other. We have two important consequences of 
this; the idea of person is all encompassing in Hebrew. I cannot separate myself into 
body, mind and spirit, like in Greek. I just can't treat my mind. What affects my mind 
affects my body and spirit. They are all to be incorporated. What good is it to get my 
bodily medicine if I am not treating my soul at the same time? So I can be sick in my 
spirit and be looking perfectly fine in my body and have all my Greek compartments 
in place and still be wretched. In the Hebrew view, if I am sick in my spirit, all of me is 
sick. Jesus came to free the captives who all their lives were held prisoners by 
death. 
 
In the Greek model death is the end,  which tends to be our focus.  
Therefore,  everything in our l i fe is delaying the end. In the Hebrew 
model death is nothing but a doorway.  I t  doesn't  have any 
consequences.   
 
What really matters is life. Why did Jesus say let the dead bury the dead? Life is in the 
Son. Those without the Son are dead already. Let them bury the dead because they 
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are already dead. Life starts in the Son. The moment life starts in the Son does 
death have any reign over me? Of course not. My physical body is going to die, but it 
makes no difference, because I still have life. Outside that model death is a 
significant and terrible event. It brings to an end a life, because without Christ they 
are dead anyway. They haven't changed their condition. If we understood that, we 
would be weeping over cities. We preach a cheap grace and we preach a gospel 
of forgiveness with no consequences in life. We preach a gospel that says all we 
have to do is ascent that Jesus is the Christ and you will get your ticket stamped to 
go to heaven and that is the end. The focus is still on death, isn't it? The focus on 
going to heaven is still on death and not on life. We want to think it is about life 
because we want to live eternally. However, if my whole purpose to be with the 
Father is so I will go to heaven, I've missed the whole point. The whole point is so I 
will begin to live.  
 
Devotion is to get into the heart of God...instead of service. He gives me the desires 
of my heart. An immature Christian would interpret that as I have desires in my 
heart, God will give them to me. But the psalmist is saying that He will give me 
desires and He will put those desires in my heart and He will give me the desires of 
my heart. They are not there already. My desires are not aligned already with His, so 
He is going to put desires into me. And that's the reason I am aligned with Him. 
That's why Paul says my spirit prays to the Father because my spirit knows the 
groaning and travailing of my heart even though I cannot speak them. Why, 
because God put those desires in me, and they are being reflected back to Him - 
His own desires. To pray in alignment with His will is to let the spirit within me to allow 
Him to be who He is. It's all about putting aside my agenda and letting His agenda 
take me over completely. It has nothing to do with what I want. Rabbinic view of 
prayer is Lord make my heart capable of accepting whatever you want from me. 
 
Courage versus caution in the social  system.  
 
The biblical model is loaded with: be of good cheer, be courageous, and take risks. 
Think about the parable of the talents. the ones rewarded are the ones that take 
risks. The one who is cautious does exactly what the rabbinic law calls him to do. In 
rabbinic law if I am asked to safeguard a certain sum of money, my obligation is to 
bury it in the ground and protect it so none of it is lost. If I wrap it in a handkerchief in 
the closet and it is lost then I am responsible. But if I put it in the ground I have 
protected it. The Jewish audience would have expected him to do that - bury it to 
avoid loss. He does 100% of his obligation. The master came back and asked for 
his return with the first one and doubled his reward and was given joy of having a 
greater obligation. The master never treats the servant as an employee. He doesn't 
get a commission, an extra paycheck, or a bonus. He gets more work. In that 
parable the faithful steward gets more to do. Why is that a joy to him, because it is 
reflection on his character? He is worthy of handling more? The next guy same thing 
happens. Now comes the servant who had done everything. He brings back 100%. 
The master called him a wicked and slothful servant. What does that tell you of 
God's view of risk? The intention is to manage God's assets and to grow them, not 



	   5	  

to protect them. Even if the 10 talents had brought back 80% he would have been 
rewarded because he took risks to multiply the kingdom. The 100% guy had the 
wrong motivation. I know you were a hard man (Greek - a tough accountant) and I 
was afraid. That is why he is judged. In this parable there is no redemption. He is 
cast into outer darkness. There is no 2nd chance. That is severe stuff. It's risk not 
protection. It's courage not caution.  
 
God expects us to take risks, then he can demonstrate his glory and his power.  We 
tend to protect ourselves and hold back. We are supposed to increase, but the 
results are not up to us. This is important in evangelism. We are called but the 
results are not up to us. From our perspective it is obedience but from the 
perspective of the world it is definitely risk. All the prophets involved are in a huge 
risk. Hosea took a risk to marry a prostitute. He was a man in the community, a 
challenge for being righteous, and his reputation was being destroyed under 
obedience. Jeremiah preached 40 years without one convert. Jeremiah wants to 
pray for the people and God says no. If you pray I might relent and they need to go 
into captivity, therefore I command you not to pray for them. Obedience killed him.  
 
In the Hebrew view, meaning of l i fe is found in the future not in the 
past .  The past is how I  am identi f ied.  
 
John 9 – In the story of the blind man on the side of road, he had been blind since 
birth. This is important. In the doctrine of sin, if bad things happened to you, it was the 
result of sin. If the man was born blind, it could only mean he had a horrendous sin 
while he was yet to be born, which is hard to believe, or his parents sinned in some 
terrible way and this was the punishment. Remember this is corporal. It is just not 
the individual, but it spills over. Whose fault is this, the disciples ask, the man himself 
or his parents? They are asking for the meaning of this event. Who is responsible? 
Neither one. He points to them and says the meaning of this event is in the future, not 
in the past. The meaning is so God may be glorified. In other words they are looking 
in the wrong direction to see meaning. The meaning does not come from what 
happened it comes from what will happen.  
 
Now apply that to how God sees each one of us as a Christian. The meaning of our 
lives is not what has happened, but what will happen. God sees us as completed in 
Christ. He treats us as completed in Christ. We are finished, a finished work in Christ. 
The meaning of life is not what has happened but what will happen. We will be 
conformed to the image of His Son and that is the way God identifies us. He doesn't 
see the Skip who was a 35 year old disobedient man trying to create the Greek 
model of my life person. He sees His son completed. He treats me on that basis. 
Every thing in this man's life was for this purpose so that today God will be glorified 
in him. There is an article on Skip’s web site – “The Day Before.” The day before they 
would be asking, why God, why did you let this happen to me, why is my life like this? 
In other words, give me a reason from the past, a meaning to my life. Jesus in one 
sentence wipes away all of that and points toward the future for what the meaning 
of my life is all about.  
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It’s a picture of a man in a rowboat who is rowing into the future. Now what is 
unusual about a man rowing into the future, is he can't see where he's going 
because the future is behind him. I cannot see it. I can only see my past and when I 
row a row boat the only way I can row in a straight line is to get lined up with 
something in the past and row in alignment with that. As soon as I turn around and 
look where I'm going, I am going to get off track.  
 
So here's the Hebrew idea of the future, I look into the past, I line my actions up with 
God and I row. I have no idea what is behind me, but it does not matter because I 
see where I've been. I see what God has done. I see where my life has been. I know 
I'm in alignment with Him, so I can safely row without ever seeing what is behind me. 
Now you know why the Bible is filled with genealogies. So that anyone in that 
genealogy could look back through the past to see all the way back to God's 
interaction with all those people who came before him, and all he had to do is get in 
alignment with them and keep rowing and he would be fine. It is a real powerful 
image from the Hebrew and it is totally opposite from the Greek. We want to turn 
around and to look at the future to see where we are going. Isn't that all about the 
culture? The weatherman is always trying to tell you about the future. There is a 
Chinese proverb - prediction is very difficult, especially when it is about the future. 
Without a vision my people perish. It's not the idea of seeing where I'm going, but 
being obedient to what I know. The idea of vision is that I see God's instruction and I 
follow. Without a vision, seeing God's instruction, the people perish. It has nothing to 
do with where they are going. It has to do with being obedient to what God has 
revealed. We want to do the Greek model vision projection casting with our 5 year 
and 10 year plan, etc. and how I'm going to grow. His measurement for success is 
not ours. Church growth may not be in the cards at all. Seeing in Hebrew is not 
about my optical ability but about my heart ability to take into account what God 
has revealed to me. He is the only one that can take care of the future and the 
results are not up to me. Hebrew parallelism, the first verse is amplified or explained 
by the 2nd verse. The vision has to be about the law.  
 
Purpose versus Self  Fulf i l lment   
 
The Greek model is all about self fulfillment, within the improvement industry and the 
59 ways to make yourself better. Go to a book store. Self-improvement gives me 
power. Power gives me control, and control reduces my risk and takes away my 
fear. Self-fulfillment never got me to God's purpose in the Hebrew. God is not 
interested in my self-fulfillment or my self-improvement. God is interested in me 
being obedient to His purpose, and He will take care of the rest. Most of you are 
here to improve and get a certificate, but we are here because God called us and 
we want to be obedient to His purpose in our lives. The diploma does not matter.  
  
(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 
 


