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How Does God Communicate With Us – Two 
 

KG-203 Lesson 4 Text  
 

The Dif ference Between Watchman and Intercessors 
 

Watchman, Watchman’s ,  Watchmen, Watchtower 
 
The Hebrew words are not included, only the definitions. This is due to the 

incompatible nature of the Hebrew, Chaldean and English letters. (Strong’s 
Concordance reference numbers are included to facilitate private research.) 
 
4707 root comes from 6822 - an observatory, especially for military purposes; a 

watchtower 
5341 to guard, in a good sense to protect, maintain, obey, etc.; or in a bad sense to 

conceal, etc. that which is besieged, hidden; keeper; keeping; monument; 
observe; preserve, preserver; subtle; watcher; watchman 

5894 a watcher; a guardian angel; a watcher angel 
6822 to lean forward, to peer into the distance; to observe; to await; behold; espy; 

look up (well); wait for; keep the watch; watchman 
6844 (from 6822) a sentry; watchtower 
8104 (properly) to hedge about (as with thorns); to guard; generally to protect, 

attend to, etc.; beware; take heed; be circumspect; keep, keeper, keep 
yourself; to mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save 
yourself, be sure; to do all of those things regarding the one who lays in wait 
for; watch; watchman 

8104 Psalms 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; 
unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain.” 
6822 Isaiah 21:6-9 “They set the table, they spread out the cloth, they eat, they drink; 
rise up, captains (6844), oil the shields. For thus the Lord says to me, “Go, station the 
sentry (6822), let him report what he sees. When he sees riders, horsemen in pairs, 
a train of donkeys, a train of camels, let him pay close attention, very close 
attention.”  Then the sentry called like a lion, “O Lord, I stand continually by day on the 
watchtower (6822), and I am stationed every night at my guard post (4707). Now, 
behold, here comes a troop of riders, horsemen in pairs.”  And one answered and 
said, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and all the images of her gods He has shattered to the 
earth.”…(vs 11-12)  All references to watchmen are 8104. “The oracle concerning 
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Edom. One keeps calling to me from Seir, “Watchman, what is the time of the night?  
Watchman, what is the time of the night?”  The watchman says, “Morning comes but 
also night. If you would inquire, inquire; come back again.”    
6822 Isaiah 52:7-8 “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings 
good news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who 
announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen 
(6822) lift up their voices, they shout joyfully together; for they will see eye to eye 
when the Lord restores Zion.” 
8104 Isaiah 62:6-7 “On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen (8104). 
All day and night they will never keep silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest 
for yourselves; and give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.” 
6822 Jeremiah 6:16-19  “Thus says the Lord, “Stand by the ways and see and ask for 
the ancient paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; and you shall find rest for 
your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’  And I set watchmen (6822) over you, 
saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’  But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 
5341 Jeremiah 31:3-6 “The Lord appeared to me from afar, saying, “I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness. Again I will 
build you, and you shall be rebuilt, O virgin of Israel!  Again you shall take up your 
tambourines, and go forth to the dances of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant 
vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall defile them. For 
there shall be a day when watchmen (5341) on the hills of Ephriam shall call out, 
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 
8104 Jeremiah 51:11-12  “Sharpen the arrows, fill the quivers!  The Lord has aroused 
the spirit of the kings of the Medes, because His purpose is against Babylon to 
destroy it; for it is the vengeance of the Lord, vengeance for His temple. Lift up a 
signal against the walls of Babylon; Post a strong guard, station watchmen (8104), 
place men in ambush!  For the Lord has both purposed and performed what He 
spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon.” 
6822 Ezekiel 3:16-21 explains the responsibility of being a watchman and gives a 
warning. “Now it came about at the end of seven days the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, “Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me. When I say to the 
wicked, ‘You shall surely die’; and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the 
wicked from his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. Yet if you have 
warned the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself. Again, when a 
righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I place 
an obstacle before him, he shall die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in 
his sin, and his righteous deeds he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood 
I will require at your hand. However, if you have warned him, that he should not sin, 
and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you have 
delivered yourself.”  
6822 Ezekiel 33:1-9 again explains the responsibility of being a watchman and 
repeats the warning. “And the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Son of man, 
speak to the sons of your people, and say to them, “If I bring a sword upon a land, 
and the people of the land take one man from among them and make him their 
watchman; and he sees the sword coming upon the land, and he blows on the 
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trumpet and warns the people, then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and 
does not take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on 
his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood 
will be on himself; had he taken warning he would have delivered his life. But if the 
watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people 
are not warned, and a sword comes and takes a person from them, he is taken 
away in his iniquity, his blood I will require from the watchman’s hand. Now as for 
you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you 
will hear a word from My mouth, and give warning from Me. When I say to the 
wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die,’ and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require from your hand. But if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn from his 
way, and he does not turn from his way, he will die in his iniquity; but you have 
delivered your life.” 
5894 Daniel 4:13, 17, 23 speaks of watcher angels. (13) “I was looking in the visions in 
my mind as I lay on my bed and behold, an angelic watcher, a holy one, descended 
from heaven.” (17) “This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers, and the 
decision is a command of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the 
Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whom He wishes, 
and sets over it the lowliest of men.”  (23) “And in that the king saw an angelic 
watcher, a holy one, descending from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and 
destroy it; yet leave the stump of its roots in the ground, but with a band of iron and 
bronze around it in the new grass of the field, and let him be drenched with the dew 
of heaven, and let him share with the beasts of the field until seven periods of time 
pass over him.’ “ 
 
Intercessor,  Intercession(s) ,  Entreat 
  

In God’s eyes, if there is no intercessor or intercession there can be no 
justice (Isaiah 62:4-6). This has to do with the Hebrew law dictating in order for a 
trial to be  just, there cannot be a unanimous vote of guilty. There must be at least 
one vote crying out, “Innocent!”  That vote must come from the accused one’s 
“defense attorney.”  The accused always had to be represented by an advocate 
who would vote them not guilty. This is one reason why when Jesus was tried and 
found unanimously guilty, the trial was such a mockery of Hebrew justice (Mark 
14:53-65). Anyone who thinks God and Jesus do not understand what it is to be 
falsely accused and given only injustice is clearly wrong. They know what it is and 
they know how it feels. That is just one of the many reasons, I believe, Jesus is the 
perfect Advocate for us before the Father and why Father is so adamant about 
intercession and justice (Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15-16). 
 On the other hand, God is the Lord of Justice (Isaiah 61:8). One of His names 
is Lord of Justice (Isaiah 30:18). There comes a time when the Lord will no longer 
listen to intercession (Genesis 6:3). When the time for intercession is done, the Lord 
is fully able to make it plain (Noah and the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah). When that 
time comes, to continue to intercede is to be in rebellion. This time comes only after 
every other possibility has been exhausted. God is the epitome of longsuffering, 
mercy and grace. It is only because He sees the end from the beginning (Isaiah 
46:10) He knows when He has given the people or person every possible 
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opportunity to repent and to change their hearts and ways, and they will not yield 
(Ezekiel 18:32; 33:11; 1 Timothy 2:4). When grace has run its course the time for 
intercession is past and the time for God to pour out His judgment against them 
comes (Jeremiah 7:16 and Revelation). God is never happy about this, but He 
understands the nature of justice and the necessity for it. If He is not just, He is not 
perfect. He is perfect; He is just. He is justice personified.  
 What has this to do with being a watchman?  Everything. Watchmen are 
responsible to see and to declare what they see. We cannot rightly declare what 
we see if we see through the eyes of ungodly fear or through a filter of doubt 
regarding the Lord we serve. If we are not sure of God’s nature, how can we 
accurately declare His revelations?  Watchmen watch and see into the distance, 
into the future. They do this from their place on the wall. Watchmen watch from the 
wall. Intercessors, on the other hand, do not stand watch so much as they stand in 
the gap and plead the case of others. Watchmen do not plead a case, they declare 
what they see. 
 The Hebrew words for watchers, watchmen, etc. have been given. Now let 
us look at the words translated into words such as intercessor. Again, the Hebrew 
word will not be given, but the definitions will as well as the reference number for 
Strong’s Concordance.  
6293 a primary root; to impinge, by accident or violence, or (figuratively) by 
importunity:-come (betwixt), cause to entreat, fall (upon), make intercession, 
intercessor, entreat, lay, light (upon), meet (together), pray, reach, run. 
6556 from 6555; a break (literally or figuratively):-breach, breaking forth (in) or 
breaking forth in the gap. 
In the New Testament we find Greek words translated as intercession or 
intercessor. (We find no Greek words in the New Testament translated as watcher, 
watchman, etc.) 
5241 from 5228 and 1793; to intercede in behalf of:-make intercession for. 
1793 from 1722 and 5177; to chance upon. I.e. (by implication) confer with; (by 
extension) to entreat (in favor or against):-deal with, make intercession. 
6293 Isaiah 53:12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will 
divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and 
interceded for the transgressors. 

Isaiah 59:16 And He saw there was no man, and was astonished that there 
was no one to intercede; then His own arm brought salvation to Him; and His 
righteousness upheld Him.  

Jeremiah 7:16 As for you, do not pray for this people, and do not lift up a cry 
for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you. 
 Jeremiah 27:18 But if they are prophets, and the word of the Lord is with them, 
let them now entreat [make intercession to] the Lord of Hosts, that the vessels 
which are left in the house of the Lord, in the house of the king of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem, may not go to Babylon. 
6556 Ezekiel 22:30 (29-31) The people of the land have practiced oppression and 
committed robbery, and they have wronged the poor and needy and have 
oppressed the sojourner without justice. And I searched for a man among them 
who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I 
should not destroy it; but I found not one. Thus I have poured out My indignation on 
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them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon 
their heads,” declares the Lord. 
5241 Romans 8:26 And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we should; but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words; 
1793 Romans 8:27, 34 And He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the 
Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to God. (34) Who is the 
one who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who 
is at the right hand of God, who intercedes for us. 
 1 Timothy 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men… 
 Hebrews 7:25 Hence, also, He is able to save forever (completely) those 
who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them. 
 
Being a Watchman and Being an Intercessor Are Two Dif ferent Things 
 
As scripture proves, being a watchman is NOT the same as being an intercessor. 
When we compare the definitions for both, we see no word in common. Clearly, 
there is a difference. According to the Word a watchman is a watchman and one 
who does intercession is something else. Does this mean watchmen are not ever 
called to do intercession or intercessors will never see what the watchman sees?  
By no means. The most effective intercessors I know move freely in prophecy. God 
can show anything to anyone as He sees fit. 

We are all called to prayer and to make intercession for others. But being 
called to “do” something does not make it part of our identity. Someone born a 
watchman can intercede, but they will not fulfill that function as comfortably as they 
will being a watchman. Conversely, one called to intercede is not usually 
comfortable standing on the wall trying to see into the future. 
 Say what you will, there Is a difference in the way someone who is “born” to 
“be” an intercessor fulfills that role from the way someone who has had to “learn the 
skills.” It is like the difference between someone who is born with a musical gift and 
someone who has only learned to play an instrument. The technical skills are 
always just a bit different. The heart behind the music is always just a bit different. 
People who are born with the same gift recognize it in others, and they can tell the 
difference in a heart-beat between someone who was born to play an instrument 
and someone who acquired the skills but has no true identity with it. Yes, we are all 
called to pray and to make intercession. But there is a difference in the way 
someone who is created with that talent performs intercession and the way 
someone who has only acquired the skills performs it.  

So, watchmen do also make intercession, but not as frequently or as easily 
as do those gifted with the identity and heart of an intercessor. Some intercessors 
see into the distant future from time to time, but it is not their normal function. They 
stand in the gap instead of on the wall and we can all be thankful for their ministry. 
Thank God for those who stand in the gap!  God doesn’t like it when there’s no one 
standing in the gap. It is injustice.  
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What are some of the other dif ferences between watchmen and 
intercessors?   
 
Watchmen stand on the wall. Intercessors stand in the gap. If there isn’t a gap for 
them to stand in, an intercessor will make a gap in which to stand. Watchmen stand 
on the wall.  Intercessors intercede. Watchmen watch, see and declare. Watchmen 
warn.  
 I see no warning to intercessors if they are irresponsible, but if a watchman is 
irresponsible, God declares the blood of anyone who is hurt because of their failure 
to warn will be on the hands of the watchman (Ezekiel 33:1-9). Can God forgive this 
and remove the bloodguilt?  Certainly. But God makes no such warning to an 
intercessor who fails to stand in the gap.   
 When the Israelites were rebuilding the temple and the wall after their 
release from Babylon, some of the people had a building tool in one hand and 
instruments of praise (some trumpets) in the other (Ezra 3:9-11). People rebuilding 
the wall used building tools but had weapons strapped to their sides while others 
stood watch with weapons and trumpets (Nehemiah 4: 15-23). Trumpets were used 
in the Word for a few purposes, including: to sound the assembly, to announce 
royalty, to praise, and to warn the people. Many times in dreams and visions 
trumpets symbolize the prophetic or one of these other purposes.   
 The Word says God has commissioned angels to help us. He has created 
messenger angels (Luke 1:26-37; Daniel 10:4-21), ministering and protecting angels 
(Daniel 6:19-23; Hebrews 1:14), warring angels (Acts 12:5-11; 2 Chronicles 20:14-23; 
Psalms 103:20-21), archangels (1Thessalonians 4:16; Jude 1:9), and watcher angels 
(Daniel 4:13, 17, 25). When watchmen stand on the wall they not only have the angels 
assigned to their personal protection, they also stand with watcher angels.  
  

In summary, watchmen and intercessors are two different sorts. Watchmen 
stand on the wall to watch and to warn. Intercessors stand in the gap to intercede 
on behalf of others, whether they are individuals or nations. God holds both as 
necessary and important. One has no more “prestige” than the other. When the wall 
was being rebuilt the ones standing in the gaps and repairing the wall could not 
have functioned effectively without those who stood watch. All were prepared to 
fight and were expected to do so if the need arose.  

We are all called to pray, but some have actual gifting and talent. We all may 
move in the prophetic giftings and see things revealed by the Holy Spirit, yet some 
are talented and gifted to see easier, to see a bit differently, and to see further into 
the distance. All birds can fly, but eagles see further than most.  

All children of God have the prophetic gifts available to them, but some are 
designated as prophets (Ephesians 4:11). All prophets receive revelation on a fairly 
regular basis and in a variety of ways, including seeing. Al l  seers are prophets.  
All seers receive revelation by seeing easier than they receive revelation via other 
methods, yet they have the ability to become skilled in those other methods. Al l  
watchmen are seers,  but not al l  seers are watchmen. Watchmen see into 
the distance further and on a more regular basis than seers and prophets who are 
not watchmen, yet it is not their exclusive “territory” as God can show whoever He 
wants whatever He wants whenever He wants.  
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Are watchmen more important than others?  
 

No. Yet the designated identity and function of being a watchman carries a 
strong warning to be faithful in the assignment that is not given to others in other 
functions. Given God’s nature of justice, it would follow those who are called to the 
position of watchmen would undergo more intense preparation and training. They 
are held to a standard of accountability which requires more intense training. This 
means those called as watchmen may expect God to work on their character in a 
more intense fashion in some areas. Watchmen must learn to stand, to see while 
they stand, to know when to declare what they see while they stand, to know when 
to shout the warning and when to sound the trumpet while they stand and see, and 
how to release the responsibility of how others receive their warnings.  

One of the challenges of being a watchman is to sound a warning and stand 
back while others choose to ignore it because they cannot yet see the danger. We 
have to learn to trust the Lord. It may be God will have us declare a warning to 
someone in authority who will seem to discount the warning. Do not lose heart!  If 
the one in authority is busy rebuilding the wall, they need to focus on their task at 
hand. When the danger becomes close enough for them to see they will lay down 
their trowel and pick up their weapon!  Remember, as a watcher, we see things 
others can see only through a telescope. Even binoculars wouldn’t be powerful 
enough for them to see what we see as being as close as the end of our reach. 
Remember the different functions we have in the Body of Christ. The index finger 
cannot become discouraged when the big toe is unable to pull a trigger. Allow 
others to not see so far into the distance and trust God to allow them to see when 
they need to see.  

Watchmen see things perhaps months or even years before others see 
them. Have grace! Trust God!  When the Lord leads to declare, do so and trust Him 
for the outcome. Do not lose heart and do not allow the enemy to shut you down 
because he convinces you you’re losing your mind. You are not losing anything 
except a battle if you allow yourself to be shut down. Stand in confidence of who 
you are in Christ. Stand in confidence that if you keep your eyes on the Lord, keep 
your face set like flint, trust God to be your vindication, you’re vindication will come. 
That’s what Jesus said He’d do centuries before He was even born. He said He’d 
keep his eyes on His God, His face set like flint, and He knew His vindication would 
come from His God (Isaiah 50: 5-9). We can do the same, but it will not be easy. It is 
a skill we must work to develop and we will do so with God’s help.  
 
(Permission granted by Katherine Johnson – “Watchman on the Wall”) 


