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What Is God’s Process for Promotion 
 

Course KG-202 Lesson 2 Text  
 

Acts 21:12 – “And when we had heard this, we as well as the local residents began 
begging him not to go up to Jerusalem.”        
          
 Began Begging – Leadership doesn’t always mean that others will follow.  
In fact, in some cases, the leader must blaze a trail alone, even when all the good 
advice suggests retreat. How does the leader know when to go forward and when 
to listen to wise counsel? Well, that’s a matter of character and obedience.  
           
 Paul understood only one thing:  Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Paul’s 
purpose was to serve his Lord, no matter what. So, when Paul receives the 
message to go to Jerusalem, he determines that nothing will stop him. In this brief 
report, Luke tells us that on more than one occasion, Paul’s own friends begged him 
to reconsider. In fact, they came to Paul out of spiritually-motivated concern for his 
well-being. Agabus, at the direction of the Holy Spirit,  provided a physical portrait of 
the danger. Luke pleaded with Paul. Everyone around him believed that they were 
guided by God to prevent Paul from continuing. They were right. God did give them 
the message to warn Paul. But Paul was required to be obedient in spite of the 
warnings. He told them that he was already bound to the Lord, in life and in death.  
So, to Jerusalem he must go.        

The Greek verb here is very strong. It’s a verb you would recognize – parakaleo – to 
aid, comfort, come along side, encourage, beseech. Can you feel its impact? Paul, beloved 
friend, rabbi and messenger of God, is undoubtedly headed for terrible times, perhaps even 
death. Do you remember the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ last fellowship? Only Mary 
understood the significance of the moment, and she prepared her Lord for burial. The 
disciples were still arguing about who would be the greatest. They missed the kairos 
moment entirely. But now things have changed. The followers of the Way are in tune with 
the Spirit. There is grave danger for one dear to them.  Can you feel their concern, their 
tears, their fears? God moved them to act in this way. Do you understand what that means?  
They were genuinely moved by the Spirit to ask Paul to change course. They were not 
wrong or sinful or disobedient. But in their actions, God transported Paul to his own Garden 
of Gethsemane. “If this cup can pass from me.” That’s what his closest friends suggest. Paul 
must choose the way of the cross, even when God motivates others to offer another path. 
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 Paul knows what to do because Paul knows Jesus. This is first a matter of character; 
not Paul’s character, but the character of his Lord. Jesus did not let the cup pass. He could 
have, but He chose the will of the Father instead. From character springs obedience. That’s 
the way God wants it.  God is not so much interested in compliance as He is in 
character. So, God engineers our lives so that there are many moments of character 
development. Once character is in place, obedience is the natural by-product. A leader 
with a heart for God will obey. It’s just who he is.       
             
 When you face real trials, remember that God may offer paraklesis through others 
as a kairos moment for character development. The advice may be good. It may be 
truthful. But decisions are made on the basis of the character of our Lord. “What would 
Jesus do?” is still the right direction, even if no one else will follow. 

Exodus 18:18 - “for the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.”    

Powerless Leadership - Alone – Moses is acknowledged as Israel’s greatest 
leader, but the way that he led the people flies in the face of a lot of today’s leadership 
advice. The encounter with Jethro is a prime example of powerless leadership – the only 
kind of leadership that God seems to endorse.       

If you read the whole story here, you see that Moses takes the typical leadership 
posture – at the top of the hierarchy.  His motivation is good. He wants the people to get 
answers to their questions. He wants to bring them God’s decisions. He cares for their 
welfare. But he falls prey to the top-dog syndrome, even though his heart is in the right 
place. As a result, everyone waits. The people spend their time uselessly because Moses is 
the single source of wisdom. What Moses forgot is that God is the God of distributive 
community. Only one person stands as the head of God’s entire family, and that Man doesn’t 
come on the scene for another five thousand years. Even after Yeshua arrives, distributive 
community is still the operating procedure. God does not endorse hierarchical 
organization, but He does endorse multiple assignments. Everyone has an equally 
important role to play in the kingdom of priests.       
            
 Jethro confronts Moses. “What are you doing?  This isn’t right.”  He tells Moses that 
God’s plan requires the delegation of authority, not the accumulation of power.  “You cannot 
do this le va dekha (by yourself).”  The root word badad (the b sounds like v) is used to 
describe isolation.  It’s applied to lepers who are to live apart from all others.  What a 
powerful image!  Jethro tells Moses that the top-dog syndrome is leadership leprosy.  
Isolated, alone at the top of the pile, the leader clutches power in order to retain control 
while all the time his isolation fuels the fear that drives him toward more control. He defeats 
himself. The leprosy eats him alive.         

God has another way. God’s leaders give away their power (deliberately) by 
delegating authority to others. This must be intentional because the distribution of authority 
cannot happen by accident. A godly leader knows that there is no safety and no victory in 
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power. God is the God of weakness. So, in order to combat the natural, human propensity 
for hierarchy, and honor the God of weakness, a godly leader deliberately gives up 
authority – and the power that goes along with it. Why? Because a godly leader knows that 
all authority is a gift, not a reward. God grants authority. I do not earn it. Therefore, when I 
pass God’s authority on to others, I lose nothing. It wasn’t mine in the first place. Distributing 
authority glorifies the Giver by serving the community in the distribution. The act of 
distributing authority honors the God Who gives liberally and abundantly to all His children in 
order for them to be the kingdom of priests.       
             
 Of course, there are requirements for receiving this authority. Jethro spells out some 
of them, but that’s another group of words. Today, we see that powerless leadership is 
God’s way. Is that your objective? Are you deliberately creating a kingdom without 
hierarchy? Or are you infected with leadership leprosy – alone, at the top? 

 2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love 
and discipline.”          
           
 What God Gives - Power – God is not the author of my fearfulness.  
Quite the opposite, God gives power. That’s truly what I need. My anxious concern 
makes me weak. I find that I am willing but unable. God gives me exactly what I need 
to move forward into total trust. He gives me dynamis. And what does “power” 
mean to me? It means ability, capacity, vigor, strength and will. All the things I need 
to trust Him (remember, “trust” is a verb – an action – not a feeling). When I am faced 
with the impossibility of anxious projection of dread, God gives me the power I need 
to overcome those mythical fears.         

Notice that it is God Who provides what I need. It’s His gift to me. I didn’t earn 
it. I didn’t run out to the bookstore and stock up on self-help solutions. I didn’t work 
harder, pray harder or give more. God gave it, freely, simply because God intends 
good for me. When I was chasing the answer to my fears, I was grasping for 
rainbows. But when I stopped running scared, God gave me what I needed.  
Oswald Chambers puts it so eloquently. He says that as soon as I make the choice 
to trust, God supplies all the power necessary to do so. I have to turn from my fear 
and return to Him, but at the moment I reverse direction, He floods me with the 
strength I could never find on my own.       
           
 Fear paralyzes me.  It is a straight-jacket on my soul. The only thing I can do 
to remove those restraints is look to Jesus. Everything else is tied down by my 
dread. But, all it takes is that look. The power I need is given in His gaze. 

Remember the Greek verb, didomi? That verb also governs this phrase.  
God gives power. He gives it freely with good intentions in mind. I don’t have to 
convince God to help me. I don’t have to worry that He won’t help me. I don’t have to 
offer appeasement in order to gain His help. God gives it. As soon as I commit to 
Him, He rushes in to rescue.         
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 This is what I need to hear today. I don’t have to do it on my own. I have lived 
long enough to know that I can’t do it on my own. None of it! No matter how hard I 
try, I just can’t manage life. It always gets the better of me. But, I don’t have to be 
afraid. My weakness is exactly what is required to experience God’s strength. Paul 
reminds us that when we are weak, then we are strong, but the reverse is true too.  
When I am strong in my own effort, then I am entirely vulnerable and weak. God 
does not help those who help themselves. Why should He? They think that they are 
in charge.           
           
 The best lesson I can learn from my own fears is that I am weak. That is the 
purpose of fear; not to paralyze me, but to emphasize my inability. Fear teaches me 
that God’s gift is the only solution. Have you reached that conclusion? Then, what 
are you waiting for? Look to Him! 

2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and 
love and discipl ine.”         
           
 Discipl ine – What makes a sound mind? Did you think it was 
education, logical thinking or encyclopedic knowledge? If you grew up with a 
Western world mentality, then you most likely view a sound mind as self-disciplined, 
astute and logically correct. That’s why the King James translates this verse as “love 
and of a sound mind.”  “Discipline” is closer to the real thought here, but not quite 
close enough. Discipline can still mean a lot of mental gymnastics for us. That may 
not be what Paul is thinking when he uses the word sophronismos. Knowing exactly 
what Paul means from a Hebrew perspective is going to be difficult because this is 
the only place in the entire Bible that sophronismos is used. So, what can we do?  
Well, first we can see how the Greek word is constructed. It comes from soos 
(sound) and phren (understanding). Suddenly, we get a clue. Phren is literally the 
diaphragm; but figuratively in the Greek world, it is the seat of mental and emotional 
activity. Did you notice that the Greeks connected steady breathing with self-
control? Emotions and thoughts which are outwardly exhibited by calm breathing 
are considered disciplined. So, it’s not just about the mind, is it?  It’s about stabilizing 
my whole inner world.         
           
 Now we know where to look in Hebrew. Proverbs tells us that wisdom, 
understanding and instruction all go together to bring us into alignment with the 
character of God. But it’s not simply mental activity. Wisdom (hokma) is about right 
action. Understanding (bine) is about distinguishing good from evil (and making the 
right choices) and instruction (musar) is about correction and chastisement when 
necessary. All of these ideas are present in the Hebrew view of a sound mind. None 
of them are primarily about thinking.       
           
 When Paul says that God has given us a spirit of discipline, he does not mean 
that God enables us to study better or to eat less or to exercise more. Paul is 
speaking as a Hebrew. God gives us a spirit that reveals right behavior, correct 
moral discernment and necessary chastisement. God shapes how we live and 
what we do, not just what we think. God’s gift is behavioral alignment and 
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correction.  A sound mind is seen in the hands and feet of obedience.   
           
 Why do I need this spirit-empowered “discipline”? Because without it, I’m a 
coward. I might know what the right thing is, but I shrink back from doing it.  
Knowledge is not my problem. Acting is my problem. So many times we know 
exactly what we should do. We just don’t do it.  God gifts us with sophronismos so 
that we will be able to execute obedience. He gives us a revelation of the correct 
action, the discernment to know the difference between obedience and 
disobedience and, when necessary, a kick in the butt to get moving. God will not 
abide with cowards. He expects unsung heroes and heroines. And He gives us 
everything we need to become just that!       
           
 The next time you find yourself shrinking back from doing the right thing, 
remember who gave you the opportunity to become heroic. 

Psalm 8:6 – “You made him rule over the works of Your hands.”     
           
 Made Him Rule – David asks the question. “What is Man that You should be 
mindful of him?” David gives the answer. It’s a surprising answer; one that should 
make us uncomfortable. Man is defined in the same terms that define everything 
else in God’s creation – according to purpose.      
           
 What is Man?  Man is the one God made to rule.  What is Man’s purpose?  To 
rule in God’s place.          
           
 That sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? Nothing better than being at the top of 
the food chain. But hold on. There is a subtle implication buried in the Hebrew text 
that radically alters our egocentric evaluation. The verb for “made him rule” is 
mashal. It means “to rule, to reign, to have dominion over.” David echoes Genesis 
1:28, but not with the same verb. We don’t see the difference in English, but it’s there 
in Hebrew. In Genesis, God commands Man to exercise authority (radah). In this 
psalm, God causes Man to act as His representative. The critical difference is in the 
tense of the verb. In Genesis, the verb is a qal imperative. That means it is a normal 
present tense command, like “Do this!” In Genesis, God assigns a task to Man and 
expects him to carry it out. But in this psalm, the verb is a hiphil imperfect. Once you 
see the difference, everything changes. First, the imperfect means that it is an 
incomplete or fluid action; something that goes on and on. So, the first part of the 
answer to the question, “What is Man?” contains the idea of a continuous, 
incomplete (as yet) purpose. In other words, you and I are not defined by what we 
have done, but by what we still have to do.       
           
 But that’s not all. The verb stem is a hiphil. That means it is a causative verb.  
David tells us that God causes Man to rule over God’s creation. Did you get that? It 
is not voluntary. I didn’t choose the assignment.  God didn’t create me to be His 
regent and then ask if I wanted the job. God caused me to rule.  It was divine 
appointment.  Before the Fall, God assigned Man the task of ruling. Now, David tells 
us that God places that task on us and makes us rule. This verse does not read, 
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“You created me in such a way that I am able to rule.” This verse reads, “You caused 
me to rule, regardless of my desire.”        

What does this mean for you and me? It means that we are responsible for 
the way that we handle God’s creation even if we don’t acknowledge God. What is 
Man? He is the steward of God’s assets whether he likes it or not. Man was made for 
the purpose of ruling and God causes Man to rule. So, you and I are held 
accountable for what we do with God’s creation. Here’s the definition of what we 
are – we are accountable to Him.        
           
 God owns it all. You and I are accountable to Him for everything we act on, 
with or through. He makes us rule in order to fulfill our purpose. And He expects us 
to exercise authority in the same way that He would. You have been given the King’s 
signet ring. You can’t take it off.  He will ask for an accounting of all that your hand 
touches. So, how are you doing?        
            

(Permission granted by Skip Moen – “Spiritual Restoration – Volume 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


