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How Do I  Understand His Ways 
 

KG-103 – Lesson 4 Text 
 

The dif ference between authority and control  
 
In the Hebrew model authority is granted. I recognize someone should have 
authority over me because they are worthy of having authority, and I submit and 
grant the authority to them by my duty or obligation. That is exactly the kind of 
authority that Jesus uses. When Jesus says, “Come and follow me,” He is employing 
authority. That is, I am worthy to be followed. Jesus never puts a gun to somebody’s 
head and says if you don't do what I say I am going to wipe you off the map right 
now. He always invites us, so we always have a choice. God invites us to submit to 
Him. He does not command us to submit to Him. Once I have submitted to Him He 
is able to command me because I have already granted the authority to Him. It 
begins with an invitation. You decide that I will be your authority because it is in your 
best interest and you are willing to give me that authority.  
 
Now Paul says submit to your husbands and he uses exactly the same form that he 
uses one verse earlier that we mutually submit to the Lord.  How do we submit to 
the Lord? I have to make a choice to submit, because it is in my best interest and 
He is worthy of having my obedience and allegiance; but who has the power and 
authority? Does the one who gives or the one who gets? The one who gives the 
power is the one who has authority. I grant Christ authority over me, and once I do 
that I submit to Him. So wives submit to your husbands? Who has the power, the 
wife, not the husband. She has the power to grant authority to her husband, so she 
can submit to him. He has no authority until she gives it to him. First it has to be 
voluntary, second it has to be by invitation, third it has to be in my best interest to do 
so, and fourth I give up the power that I have and place it in someone else's hands. 
Why would I do that? The reason is because the person I am placing the power into 
the hands of, has my best interest in mind, and will sacrifice himself for me, and will 
support me in everything that I do to insure that I become the very person that 
Christ wants me to be. That is why I give it up. That is why the church submits to 
Christ for exactly the same reasons.  It is never the case in the Bible that it 
commands a wife to submit to her husband, never, ever. There is no such law. There 
is only the voluntary submission of my willingness to put my life in someone else's 
hands. Just exactly the same way I do with Christ.  
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In Ephesians 5:23 submit is not a verb. It doesn't say wives submit to your husbands. 
It says wives to your husbands. The verb gets imported from another verse. The 
proceeding verse is where it talks about submission of husbands and wives to the 
Lord. So we know that kind of submission that Paul is talking about is exactly the 
same as the submission to the Lord. And Paul uses exactly the same language in 
marriage. He is inviting you to give up the right of yourself into His hands and that is 
exactly the same way marriage is to work. The wife however, who has the power, 
should grant that power to her husband, because he is willing to sacrifice himself to 
her. If you do not have that reciprocity, then you do not have a Biblical marriage. If 
your husband is not in the position that Christ is in, willing to sacrifice to give up 
everything including his agenda, his purposes, his plans, and his very life, for his bride, 
then he is not being a Biblical husband. If the wife is not willing to voluntarily give up 
all the power that God gave to her, and all of her right to herself into his hands to 
trust and obey him, she is not being a Biblical wife. However, the two together are 
unstoppable. I live only for you, and you live only for me. That is my relationship with 
Christ. Paul says I am dead. I live because He lives in me. That is the Biblical 
covenant model of the wife. What does Christ say? I give up my life for you, the 
Biblical covenant model for the husband. This relationship is as Hebrew as it gets. 
Paul was a Greek Rabbi, Jewish through and through, but he had great facility with 
the Greek language. He actually creates his own words as he goes along in order 
to capture ideas, but his thought patterns are all Hebrew.  
 
In the Greek model i t  is al l  about my strengths.  In the Hebrew model 
i t 's al l  about my weaknesses.   
 
My obedience to God is based on my weakness not my strength. God uses the 
weaknesses of people to glorify His strength. Paul says I relish in my weaknesses. 
Why, because through my weaknesses His strength is displayed. If I am in the Greek 
model, I can't afford to be weak, because the world is full of risks and fear. Also, 
anything might happen to me so I have to be strong so my whole persona has to be 
how strong and tough and capable I am. When is the last time you got a resume 
that said I cannot do this and I cannot do that, etc. On a resume you get all the 
things you do great.  
 
In the Greek perspective to be compassionate is to be vulnerable.  
 
The Greeks hated judges who were compassionate. Why, because a judge is 
supposed to uphold the law no matter what. If the judge will be compassionate in 
one case he might be compassionate in another. So in one case it might not hurt 
me, but in the other case it might. I don't want him to be compassionate, I want him 
to exercise the law exactly like it is so I know precisely what the punishment will be 
every single time. There will never be any variation because I need to know what is 
predictable. I need to know if you get arrested for breaking into my shop you are 
going to jail. You are going to jail for one year, two days, and 3 hours, and there are 
no exceptions to the rule. I need to know in the justice system there is no such thing 
as leniency. They were scared to death for emotions getting in the way of judicial 
decisions. They were scared of emotions period. Every emotion sways my rational 
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thinking. If you can control your emotions, you can control the world. They began to 
deny all emotional feelings, including pain. While a man is on the rack and they are 
breaking his arm, he is completely calm. Socrates is a good example.  Spock was 
an example on Star Trek. He was not human, because he lacked emotions. 
Emotions made Captain Kirk irrational at times. Spock was pure logic. Don't let 
emotions get in the way. I am just as afraid of anger as I am of compassion. I am 
just as afraid of mercy as I am with wrath. All emotions interfere with a balanced 
rational life.  
 
Denial  verses indulgence 
 
I'm at the center and I am the one who decides. I cannot decide unless I decide 
according to my own desires. In the Hebrew model it is apostolic versus 
acceptable. In the apostolic model I am sent. I do not get a choice. God didn't say 
what do you want to be when you grow up. That is very Greek. What do you think 
God is calling you to do? An acceptable Greek response is how do I fit into the 
culture? How do I get a university degree so I can get a job so I can get more of 
everything so I can protect myself and reduce my risk versus what is God calling 
me to do? What is the most important thing in life, being acceptable or being sent? 
The culture is not going to accept being sent. The culture is going to say why would 
you do that when you could have such a great job over here. The purposes of God 
are not aligned with the culture. 
  
Righteousness is based on hol iness,  versus rel igion,  which is based on 
ritual .   
 
I can still do all the rituals and still go out and get the job done. But I cannot do that if 
my life is based on holiness. Then there is a standard I must live. That standard is not 
amenable to a culture that does not hold God in a sovereign position. Do you see 
how this unfolds? In the measurement system in the Hebrew world the decisions I 
make are all based on their eternal consequences, not the temporal ones. The 
Greek world is temporal.  
 
The Greek view of time is a cycle, and it does not really matter where I get on, I am 
going to end up at the same place. I just keep going around and around. The 
Hebrew view of the world is also a cycle, but it is a cycle of a tire rolling down a hill. It 
is going around, but it is going in a direction at the same time. It repeats every 7 
days, but it is always going somewhere. It is not a merry go round. In the Greek 
model it doesn't matter, because it will come around again. If you wait long enough 
things will come around again. However, in the Hebrew model, because I am going 
through a cycle that has direction, it does matter. My eternal consequences, 
actually the direction I am going, is more important than the cycle that gets me 
there. In the Hebrew model my decisions are based on relationships so the 
standard for everything that I do is how it affects the relationship. In the Greek 
model it is based on tasks.  
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Do you have a to do list? That unfortunately is a Greek based model. It says that I will 
be successful after I have accomplished all of these things. The Hebrew model is 
really different. The Hebrew model says that the depth of my relationships 
determine my success, and whether I accomplish anything at all or nothing - it does 
not make any difference.   
 
Actually, God does not need you to do anything. He did not consult you on the 
construction of the universe. He probably does not need you to manage it. He is 
perfectly capable of doing all of this on His own. He invites you to join Him in the 
celebration of revealing who He is as He unfolds His plan for the universe. That is 
relationship. What He needs and wants are people to enter a relationship with Him. 
He will manage how that turns out. Of course the Greek model is based on tasks, 
because it is all about accomplishing those things I need to do to protect myself 
from a world of risk and fear. It has to be task oriented, and relationships are a 
threat to tasks. It is easy to slip into the Greek model because the whole world is 
based on task behavior. The Hebraic model is based on intrinsic value which 
means people have value in and of themselves. They have value because God 
created them. The universe has value because God created them. 
 
Hebrew – intr insic     Greek – extr insic      
 
The creatures of the world have intrinsic value. What do you suppose the Greek 
model is? The Greek model is extrinsic. It only has value if I can convert it into 
something to reduce my risk and control my world. So people are only of value to 
me if they are a product that I can use to accomplish what I want. The environment 
is only desirable to me if I can convert it into something that protects me, reduces 
my risk, or increases my control. It is not valuable in and of itself. In the Hebrew 
model the things that matter are observable reality. In the Greek model it is internal 
reality. Why? In the Hebrew model it looks at things the way they appear. The Greek 
language is an analytic language. It looks at things as they are broken down into 
their parts. The production line is a perfect example. The Hebrew model would look 
at the end model of the line, the car that comes off the line. The Greek model looks 
at all the pieces that go into that. Is there something wrong with looking at all the 
pieces? No, both are important, but the orientation toward life is different, because if 
I am looking at the end of the line I see the whole product as one unit, one 
something. The Greek model divides the person into body, mind, and spirit. The 
Greek has a three-part view of human beings. I can go into the doctor’s office and 
heal the body. I can go to the pastor and he will treat my soul. I can go to the 
psychotherapist, and he will treat my mind, but they do not have to be connected. It 
is not me it is the machine that I live in. The Hebrew does not even have a word for 
that. The only Hebrew word is nephesh, which is usually translated as spirit or soul in 
the Old Testament, but what it really means is the whole of the person. The heart is 
the center of emotions, the will or volition, my mental cognition, all captured in one 
word – leb meaning heart. When I talk about nephesh, I talk about the who of the 
person. The only word that we would call the body is the word basar meaning flesh 
and bones, and it is the same for animals as human beings.  
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My heart is all about who He is and includes my attitudes and thinking, which are all 
wrapped together. I can never go in front of God in my mind only. I cannot go and 
worship God in my head. It involves my person, all of me. There is no way for me to 
disconnect one piece from the other. That is why we have a great fascination for 
the Psalms. The Psalms are filled with emotional language, praises, complaints, 
fears and victories. In the Psalms we see God interacting with the whole of who we 
are. It is not just the systematic theology. It is God interacting with me as a full 
complete person with my body, mind and spirit all connected - homogenized.  
 
In the Greek view I can preach so that someone understands without actually 
expecting them to make a bodily change in their behavior. That is not possible in the 
Hebrew view. You do not understand unless it shows up in the way that you move 
and live and have your being. Jesus quoted it from the Hebrew, heart leb, or cardia 
in the Greek. The heart includes emotions, thinking, volition, all packaged together. 
The soul, of course is nephesh, the whole of the person. Might in Hebrew is 
“whatness,” not my strength. It means all of what I am, all my assets, all of my 
influence, all of my powers, all my talents, everything that makes me what I am. 
There is no English word. So I am to love God with all my emotions, mind, cognition, 
volition, and everything that makes up my heart along with the whole of my person.  
 
Hebrew world is ordinary and in the Greek world i t  is the famous.  
 
This is a really tough one. In the Hebrew world He never chooses famous people. 
He chooses ordinary people. Our whole culture pushes the famous. Celebrity status 
is a Greek orientation. In the Bible there were hundreds and thousands, if not 
millions of followers, and you have no clue what their names were. We know a tiny 
handful of people whom God used. Counter after counter is loaded with tabloids, of 
people having a moment of fame. Why do children want to spend $100 on Michael 
Jordan shoes? Who cares? The Hebrew idea is the ordinary person. The person 
who is so humble they are the deacons. The servant is the meaning. The idea of the 
servant is to be in the background, they will never get in your face. The servant 
provides everything for your benefit without any of your recognition at all. The one 
who serves without recognition. The culture does not want to be unrecognized; 
however, if most are unknown what makes us think we should be known.  
 
The real characterist ic of service to God is humil i ty .  In the Greek 
model i t 's power.   
 
In Philippians Paul suggests that Jesus who was made in the image or likeness of 
God did not count Himself so valuable that He was unwilling to give up being God to 
become a slave in human form. That is humility. He was born in a stable. Why is the 
Greek model based on getting the correct answer? The Greek idea of truth, based 
on a mathematical model, is for every problem there is one right answer.  
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In Greek, truth is based on certainty because it reduces my risk and eliminates my 
fear. When I ask what is the answer to this problem, I am already in the Greek mode. 
There can only be one right answer, and everything else is false.  
 
The Hebrew idea about faith is al l  about trust and rel iabi l i ty .   
 
It is not about having the right propositions or the right and correct answers - it is 
about having the right relationship. The whole purpose of truth in Hebrew is about 
character. The reason David can say You are holy to the answer to all of his 
complaints, is because it is about God’s character. He knows God is utterly 
trustworthy and totally reliable and he does not have to have the answer. He just 
has to know that this is the character of God. When you look at the way the  
Old Testament treats Israel and God and those who are followers of God, it's all 
built on reliability and trust. Very rarely is it built on getting the right answer.  
 
In Greek Christianity we have to have the right kind of doctrine, the right kind of 
answers, language and all the denominational stuff as result of Greek division - 
getting everything correct. In the Hebrew world there is much more flexibility in 
terms of dialogue because everything is based in the character of who God is. How 
this works its way out in life might be different from me to you, but neither one of us 
would doubt the reliability, and trustworthiness of God.  
 
(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


