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How Do I  Understand His Ways 
 

KG-103 – Lesson 3 Text 
 

 
Approaches to Instruction 
 
Hebraic      Greek 
(Direct Experience from Most to Least)  (Increasingly Indirect Experience) 
 
Direct Part icipation    Audio-Visual Combination 
Student learns by doing. Has “real life’  Student learns through a combination 
experiences with responsibility for the  of audio and visual elements: TV, movies, 
outcome      power point 
 
Contrived or Dramatized Experiences Audio or Visual Presentation 
Student directly involved through situations Student leans by seeing or hearing, but 
devised to get him to participate: role-play, not both. Student may listen to a radio, 
discussion, skits, simulations    tape, cd, pod cast, may view a display 
 
Demonstration     Verbal-Visual Symbols 
Student learns mainly by observation, watching Student learns in the abstract. Visual 
someone show ‘how to do it.’ More an   symbols include chalkboard, diagrams, 
observer than a participant    reading a book, hearing a lecture/sermon 
        
Educational studies indicate that a person wi l l  retain:  
90%    of what he sees, hears, and demonstrates. 
70%   of what he sees, hears, and discusses. 
50%   of what he sees and hears concurrently. 
30%   of what he sees. 
10-20% of what he hears 
 
(Restoring the Early Church – Mike and Sue Dowgiewicz) 
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The Greek model is based on being independent and wealthy. You need to 
accumulate things to reduce your risk, but you find the world doesn’t go along with 
your wishes or desire for total security. God has a single view of the way the world 
should be and I have to get on His page. It shows up in behavior. The paradox is the 
closer you get to God the farther you are away. He pulls us closer and closer and 
we realize how far away we are. It is all a journey. When we operate in a Greek 
model these behaviors will show up, and when we operate in a Hebrew model all 
those kinds of behaviors will be left behind.  
 
Curse in the Hebrew 
 
There are two dozen words for prayer in Hebrew. We have one. A map is a 
reduction of reality to a smaller set of concepts that I can deal with. I reduce the 
idea of prayer in the Hebrew to a smaller concept. What happens when I do that? I 
lose the nuances. If I draw you a map I am going to leave out a lot of things. So 
when we talk of translation of language from one to another we lose some 
understanding. That is what makes a fabulous translator. A translator does not just 
translate the words but the ideas in the words.  
Curse, Qalal, this word comes from a word that means to bind. A curse restricts. It 
is not an incantation or a spell. It is an inevitable consequence of sin that restricts 
my freedom. A curse binds me. It narrows the spaces so I can’t move. So a curse 
on the land as in Genesis 3 is to bind the land so it can no longer produce like it was 
intended to. It’s been restricted or hemmed in. In Deuteronomy 28, the curses  are 
about binding or restricting you. If you are obedient to Me you will be given open 
space. You will have freedom. If you are disobedient to Me you will automatically 
create binding conditions. You will disable yourself. The best part of this is the word 
binding which means to disempower. It is to take away what was intended to be 
there. It is to remove ability. It is to restrict. The point behind curses is that it keeps 
me from being able to do what God intended me to do. It is not punishment. It is a 
restriction of power that I was supposed to have. So God’s Torah, obedience to 
God, empowers me. Obedience allows me to live the life that He intended so that I 
am useful to Him and His Spirit can flow through me. Sin disempowers me. It 
restricts God’s ability to use me. It causes me to not be useful, and it forces me into 
little tiny boxes where I cannot move. When we sin we think we got away with it, but it 
creates boundary conditions for us. And later on we reap what we sow.  
Another meaning for this word is snare or trap. So the idea of a curse is that it 
becomes a trap. So when God says He curses the land or those that are 
disobedient to Him, there is a trap or a snare and they are going to fall into it. Their 
willful disobedience is going to put them in a place where they will feel hedged in.  
They are not going to be who God intended them to be.  
In Genesis chapter 3 God curses two things only: the land and the serpent. There is 
no curse on Adam and Eve. So he has bound the land and bound the serpent. He 
says as a result of your sin, these things will happen. Is He being prescriptive or 
descriptive? In Hebrew He is being descriptive, which means He’s not saying He’s 
going to make these happen. He is saying that as a result of your disobedience, 
these are the automatic consequences. You caused this to happen and now I am 
going to describe what your world is going to look like as a result of your 
disobedience. The world that you are going to have is going to be filled with sorrow. 
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The original plan was to have childbirth as a joyful celebration without pain. 
Childbirth is the openly creative act of human beings. Be fruitful and multiply and 
celebrate the joy of who you are. Sin just introduced one thing that was not there 
before sorrow. 
How is the Promise Land described? It is milk and honey. You will reap what you did 
not sow, and harvest what you did not plant. In the Promise Land He is going to 
remove the curse. He is going to pull away the binding on the land and look what 
happens, Joshua comes back and the grapes are huge. The land is finally doing 
what God created it to do. He created the earth to be a representation of His own 
goodness.  
He created the earth to overflow. What happened? Sin abounded it. Now I have to 
struggle and toil and sweat with what I was supposed to do. It does not happen  
naturally. I have to make it do what it is supposed to do. I am still supposed to be 
fruitful and multiply and steward the earth. But now I have to do it in the context of 
the sinful broken world. And in that context it cannot respond to me the way it was 
supposed to. Childbirth is bound also. It cannot respond the way it was intended to. 
It is joyful because the child is born, but it comes through sorrow and pain. 
Everything important happens in the first three chapters of Genesis, and maybe add 
to it the story of Cain.  
The Hebrew mindset is God created it all good, perfect, with peace and harmony. 
The introduction of sin caused it to be messed up, but not that He created it that 
way, but the consequences of sin caused a binding on the way the creation was 
designed. The curse fell on the land and the animals, but not men and women 
because they already inherited the results of their own disobedience.  
 
Numbers 
 
One of the fundamental patterns of the Greek world is mathematics – it is numeric. 
The Greek concept of order and structure is based on a mathematical model. 
Look at the way we handle our world in terms of numbers. “ I just manage by the 
numbers.” Our economic enterprise is based on numbers. It is all about 
manipulating numbers. Money is not real. It is just a symbol of numbers. We believe 
the world is controllable through numbers. Numbers are totally controllable. In a 
world of chaos, risk and fear, what I look for are things I can absolutely control. 
Some base their church on the number of giving units. That reduces the church to 
controllable numbers instead of community. We do a budget and divide it by 
number of people. That is now our budget in order to meet the goal. Our view of life 
is built around mathematical certainty. That’s the only thing we can be certain of. 
The mathematical view infects the way we think of the rest of the world. So the most 
valuable thing is to give us the most predictability, the greatest control, and the 
greatest certainty. Those things less valuable are those things that give us less 
predictability and less control. We discount them. They are not facts. The facts have 
to be provable, valid, verifiable reality.  
How much of that model affects how you think about the world? How much of your 
world is based on mathematical control? The purpose is to accumulate for myself. 
The purpose of the atomic realm in Greek is to find the smallest building block of 
everything, get a hold of what that is, then change it so I can then change the way 
things happen. That is the pursuit of the Greek model and it is still based on fear and 
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risk. If I can just figure out what this smallest little piece is that is out of control, then I 
can exert my power over it and reconstruct my world the way I want to.  
 
The Hebrew perspective begins with trust and love. You will not find these words in 
Greek philosophy. The Hebrew perspective begins with a God who can be trusted 
and who loves His creation. That is so fundamentally different from the Greek model 
- it changes everything from that point on. I do not have to worry about a universe 
where anything can happen to me. Because in the Hebrew model I can trust who 
He is, and I know He loves what He makes. He loves me, therefore my place in the 
universe is secure. If I am obedient to Him I know he is going to shower me with His 
protection. Instead of on the Greek side I had to earn my way into the universe. On 
the Hebrew side all I have to do is receive it. Instead of earning I am receiving. That 
means the God Whom I love and trust gives me the things I need. He grants them to 
me, He grants me authority. He grants me the blessings of life and every thing that 
goes along with it. He grants me the things I need to sustain life. When they are going 
into the land, when your crops do well and your sheep multiply, do not say to 
yourself, by my hand I have done this, because God is the one who gave you this. 
You did not have anything to do with it. Isn’t that a statement about control? You 
were not in charge. Sure you have to work the land, be fruitful and multiply and 
steward the earth. You have the job to do, but the results of the job are not up to 
you. They are up to God. When you get the results, it was not because of your 
actions.  
Hezekiah interceded on his own behalf. He asked for an extension of life, which he 
was given, and the result was disastrous. The only way this works is if God is 
trustworthy and loves me. If people believe that the world is full of fear and risk, they 
will never get to the place of receiving. They will try to earn their way so they can be 
in control. As soon as you move to the path that I have to have control, then you 
have moved over to the Greek side. You might say I can’t trust a God who created 
it all, because You must not love me. This is at Paul’s bottom of the well on how to 
change the way you view the structure of the world. It has to start here, because the 
next step that I have to receive is I need to depend on God.  
 
I  must be independent .  The Hebrew view is I  have to depend on God.  
 
He’s the only one who is in control. The Hebrew world is full of order. The Greek side 
is filled with chaos. In the Hebrew world I have a purpose. What purpose do I have? 
The one God gave me.  
Receive – depend – order - purpose. 
The order comes because God is orderly. He gives me something to do in the 
order that He created, not what I’ve created. On the Greek side, it is accidental - 
anything can happen. On the Hebraic side, it is a mystery, and on the Greek side, it is 
magic. If I depend on Him and He’s trustworthy and I love Him, I receive His 
marching orders, when He asks me to do something. My life is in his hands. He 
blesses me according to His purposes. I am depending on Him and I do not get to 
know all about life. There are some things I do not get to know as Job found out. 
Who are you? Where were you when I did this? Where were you when I laid out the 
foundations of the world? Sorry, I realize now that I am not God. You get to decide 
things and You do not have to explain it to me. The Greek model says if I don’t 
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understand it, I don’t have to do it. Tell me first and then I’ll decide if I really want to do 
it. In the Hebrew I am willing to accept what He provides without an explanation. 
Paul says this is a mystery. On the Greek side there is a need for magic, because 
magic is what I need to know in order to control my world. On the business shelves 
in the book store they have the secret of selling, the secret of 10 steps to better 
management, better life, building wealth, real estate, better sex, better marriage. If I 
just knew the secret formula I could become wealthy.  The secret of life is there are 
no secrets. There is no magic and no formulas. There is what God lays out and He 
says it is not that difficult to do. 
Paul fights this with the Judaiizers who have a standard for earning His approval. 
You need to do this. If you are circumcised, etc. you will be worthy enough to be 
counted in His fellowship. Grace comes by faith alone. This is Paul’s argument in 
Romans. You can never be worthy. He is able to bring you into fellowship on His 
character, not yours. The backside is I understand this entire Hebrew model, but I 
still feel like I need to do something. The Hebrew model says to resist that. This is a 
pattern. Resist that pattern of behavior, because it will drive you away from a pure 
dependency from God. A pure relationship of fellowship and harmony with Him is 
based on His character, not what He does, but who He is.  
My motivation is thanksgiving not credit. So here is the difference, and this is really 
important. If I have a Christian faith that operates on earning credit, tithing, prayer, 
attendance, number of salvations, I have moved into a Greek model that says I 
need to earn my way into righteousness. That is what Paul fights all the time, but he 
does not dismiss our obligation to be obedient. Why? Because God already took 
care of it. I am obedient because of the thanksgiving in my life for what He has 
already done, not for what He will do for me. It is John that states we love Him 
because He first loved us. The first thing that God says when He comes to me is that 
I choose you. When you were self-centered, and you were rebellious and angry 
with Me, I choose you. Now that you have been redeemed, be obedient out of 
thanksgiving. Why does it say God loves a cheerful giver? Why did it not say God 
loves a giver? Because a giver is an obligation that earns me credit. A cheerful 
giver gives from the heart. I am not worried about the credit. I’m just doing it out of 
thankfulness. I will only accept offerings given from a completely cheerful (hilarious, 
it means to laugh out loud) heart. It is pulling the money out and saying, I am so 
happy. I will only accept those gifts. Anyone who gives on a credit basis out of an 
obligation, commitment or guilt, or anything else, I am not going to take it. God 
doesn’t want your obligation. You’re right, there is certainly obedience. But Jesus 
focuses on the motivation behind the obedience not simply the obedience itself. 
Judaism was Hellenized about 2000 BC and by the time we get to Jesus even in 
Judaism we have this idea of credit or earning my way to God. Righteousness that is 
granted to me because I am worthy of it is what Jesus stands up and fights against 
over and over, but He never undoes obedience. What does He say? If you love Me 
you will keep My commandments. Obedience is not the issue; it is why I choose to 
obey.  
 
God’s world is designed according to His plan, not the Greek plan. When you try to 
live in God’s plan in a Greek model guess what? You bump into the Universe 
because it doesn’t fit the Greek model. So as you are going along in life, you are 
likely to smack your head up against the Greek model. How does that happen? 
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Things do not work out the right way. Things fall apart. Life has sorrow, 
disappointments, disasters, and life has calamities. What is that? Those are 
reminders to you that the kind of world you work in and live in does not match up 
with the way it was actually designed. The more you bump up to the world because 
God has not designed the world this way, then the more frustration, chaos, stress, 
and calamity you’re going to have. God designed it that way on purpose. If He did 
not put in those bumps, then you would never know you are out of alignment.  
 
Now take that idea and put it into the letter of James. Count it all joy when you fall 
into diverse temptations and trials. Why should I count it all joy? Because every time 
I bump up against one of those, I try to make sure I am going along with God’s 
pattern and not mine. The purpose of trial or temptation is not to punish me. He has 
withheld his wrath until the Day of Judgment. This is not the Day of Judgment. So He 
can bump me back into alignment. Hebrews says despise not the chastening of the 
Lord. Chastisement is God’s corrective action. The Hebrew word muwcar which 
we translate as instruction, has in it the idea of out behind the woodshed.. It’s like ok, 
come with me, we have a little lesson to learn here. That muwcar is what Proverbs 
is all about. There are consequences to my actions and those consequences are 
about getting me back on track. Many of us say why did you let this happen to me? It 
is because you needed it. He is not trying to get even with us. He is not vindictive or 
has a second agenda. He is good. So when things happen in my life that I don’t 
understand, or are uncomfortable or difficult for me, I have a God that loves me 
and I can trust. This stuff is for my betterment not to my detriment, because God is a 
God of trust and love. I have to have the fundamental foundation in place for Paul to 
be able to say I have learned to be content with much or little. It is all built around a 
God that I can trust, Who is reliable and Who loves me. So I start to interpret all the 
events of my life around those metaphysics instead of there is something wrong 
here.  
 
Tension is a normal part of living in a broken world. But it’s not bad, it is good. I need 
to bump into the world so I can keep correcting my path. Christians were called 
Followers of the Way. When I am  obedient I am in alignment with His pathway. I 
won’t be bumping around because He is going to make the pathway straight. The 
more I follow God’s ways, the less I am going to bump up into these other things of 
the world. If I bump up against them in the world, it is God correcting me, or God is 
allowing me to demonstrate that I am responsible enough to follow the way even in 
the midst of trial. The best example of faith is found in suffering not in prosperity, 
because anybody can be happy in prosperity. Peter says, what value is it that you 
love only those people who love you. God is going to take you places where your 
Greek model would say what is wrong with this; fix it, and take care of me. Your job 
is to fix things and to make things right so I am calling on You by Your title because 
that is the role You are supposed to play. You are holy. That is the answer to all 
complaints of life. You owe me nothing, You do not have to explain it to me, and 
Your holiness motivates everything that You do.  Why are You not healing this 
person? Why aren’t You giving him a job? Why ……etc? The answer is You are holy. If I 
were Greek I would say why are You not taking care of this stuff? That is Your job, 
that is what You are supposed to do, The Hebrew answer is about the character of 
God, not about what He does. It is about who He is.  
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Tension is inevitable and good. Dissatisfaction should become a spiritual guide. You 
may be asking, how long is this going on? I just don’t get it. In burn out people are 
exhausting themselves trying to do spiritually good things, and finding that it just 
does not work. The first thing I do is rest. The day begins when I go to bed. The 
Biblical model always leads to action. The Biblical model is I do not know anything 
until I can do anything. It does not become a reality for me just because I have the 
words in my head. The three things that Jews practice today in order to display true 
faith is: 1) study Torah 2) prayer 3) giving alms. What are these about? 
Understanding who God is, communicating with God, and doing what He says. If you 
do not do those 3 things, then you are not part of our faith community. It is not 
enough to just study doctrine. It is not enough to have communication with God In 
prayer. Study must lead to communication, which leads to action. All three must be 
there.  
 
(Skip Moen – Living the Biblical World View) 


