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How Do I  Understand His Ways 
 

KG-103 – Lesson 2 Text 
 

Living Out Cod’s Word 
 
Hebraic      Greek 
Active – appeals to the heart   Cognit ive – appeals to the intel lect 
 
Process Oriented    Program Oriented 
Stresses direct participation   Heavy program prominence 
Emphasizes age and wisdom   Emphasizes education 
Role modeling, mentoring, and discipleship Relies on speaking skills, oratory, programmed 
 Indispensable     materials, information conveyance 
Leadership by personal example and  Leader’s personal life immaterial 

character of leader essential    
Personal relationships imperative   Personal relationships optional 
 
Bibl ical Appl ication    Bibl ical Appl ication 
Doers of the Word     Belief without personal cost 
Bible – reality that must be confronted  Bible – data that must be taught 
Goal – to develop Christlikeness   Focus on rules – do’s and don’ts, 
        emphasizes distinct denominations 
 
Ministry Activity     Ministry Activity 
Small intimate groups    Large impersonal groups 
Leader as facilitator     Leader-directed and controlled 
Cooperative, participatory, planning  Organizational roles important 
Spiritual gifts shared     Acquisition of knowledge emphasized 
Frequent scheduled and unscheduled  Reliance on scheduled gatherings 
 gatherings 
 
 
Hebraic Fruit      Greek Fruit  
Love, acceptance, forgiveness   Mutual toleration 
Transparency encouraged    Transparency discouraged 
Active participation     Passivity and lethargy 
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“How you serve” vital     “What you know” vital 
Each believer trained to serve   Trained professional utilized 
Produces mature believers    Produces spectators 
 
(From “Restoring the Early Church” – Mike and Sue Dowgiewicz) 
 
Time and Space 
 
What time is it? What day is it? What month? What year? That is the Greek world: 
Solar cycles, rotation of earth.  
If Jewish, it’s a different answer. Time is built on a lunar calendar, not on a clock.  
In the Greek time it is measured by a sundial and is on the sun, Pacific coast time, 
with time zones.  
There is a different idea of time in the Bible. When does the Jewish day begin? It is at 
sundown, always in the evening, approximately at 6:00pm. What do they do at the 
beginning of the day? They rest. They always rest first. What does God’s day look 
like? They rest, and then they work. Sabbath is the first day. How did we get Monday, 
Sunday etc? These names come from pagan gods. Even the planets are 
worshipped as pagan deities.  
The Greek model is to work until you are exhausted.  
God sanctifies the Sabbath and keeps it holy. God does not sanctify space, only 
time. The Biblical view is to sanctify time.  
Do you treat church as time or as a space or place? We have built holy spaces.  
The Sabbath is a time when all creation recognizes God. We shift from the Hebrew 
to Greek when we make the church the sacred space. In the book of Acts they are 
still meeting on the Sabbath. And they met on the first day of the week. The Sabbath 
ended 6 p.m. Saturday night. They came together to have a meal.  
 
Constantine influenced the early church fathers, and they ended up shifting the 
Sabbath to a different day. This explains why they met on Sunday. They believed that 
we are the church and we are more powerful. Constantine worshipped the sun god 
and shifted the Sabbath to become Sunday worship.  
 
Greek is total  batt le .  Hebrew is total  peace, which brings confl ict .  
 
In the beginning of Greek mythology there was always war and conflict.  
Saturday a.m. cartoons display battles between good and evil.  The only Biblical 
conflict is in Genesis 1:2. The Spirit hovered over the deep. He hovered over the 
deep and put in things in order, organizing the plants, and animals. The totally 
sovereign One builds everything and totally organizes it in total peace. The Sabbath 
recognizes it and every week we get to rest. Every day you start in His order of 
peace. That view takes away fear. It creates nothing but order.  
 
What does conversion mean? In the Hebrew it means to change from one state to 
another. It does not just mean to believe. It is something I do, not just what I think. In  
the Greek it is a noun, the way I think. If I tithe and go to church, God will accept my 
good behavior. We think believing means better ethics, and is a gate pass to 
heaven, looking for a blessing.  
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What about believing into John. I go into something. I go out to go in to something. 
Conversion is moving from one place to another. I can’t leave one foot in one city 
and my other foot in another city. With conversion everything has to change. In the 
Hebrew one must move completely.  
The Greek world resides in the cognitive or mental state. The Hebrew world resides 
in action or practical application. The Greek world only has right ideas. However, if it 
doesn’t have action with its ideas, it doesn’t exist. It means that I did not move.  
 
Greek how I  think – Hebrew what I  do 
 
Now that I am converted my behavior has to transform. I am different. I now have 
different desires, friends, and many things have to change. The direction in my life 
has changed. Conversion moved me from one state to another. Paul makes a big 
deal about this in Romans 12. 
What was the population comprised of? It was Jews, Gentiles, and there were 
proselytes of the Old Testament. What is Paul’s source?  Is it grace based on faith 
alone? Habakkuk 2:4 says that a righteous man by faith shall live. The Hebrew 
perspective is be not conformed, to the (skematics) time. Chronos and kairos are 
words for time and age, in that order. In the fullness of time there is an opportune 
moment. God operates in kairos time. God intervenes in kairos moments, and it 
disrupts everything because there is no way to plan for it.  
 
It is an interruption. Kairos, there is no English translation. We tend to translate it in 
the fullness of time. Like the present moment, pregnant moment, Kairos means 
exactly the right moment. It is a moment of decision. God intervenes and his 
intervention disrupts all our stuff. If we were really Greek we would have a 
scheduled a time for God to intervene.   
 
The patterns of the age are about time and space. The Hebrew is radically different. 
The pattern measuring days is by celestial bodies, like the moon. Pagan pattern is 
rituals, temples, and patterns of the age. The idea of a map is very Greek.  A map is 
not real. It is a reduction to reality. A map is a picture of the real world. The map 
reduces the world on paper. The Greek analyzes, however the Hebraic model is 
the real world. Science is essentially mapping the world. Every map leaves out 
things. Science reduces the world to modify it.  Schematics are just a reduced 
picture. Do not be schematized to the world. It distorts what the real world is like. 
Another Greek pattern is systematic theology; it breaks it in to pieces, reorganizes, 
and then bases the theology on a picture of thought. Nobody can get a handle on 
time. I have a map or mechanism that allows me to make it work.  
In the Hebrew time is a measure of change. No change no time.  
In the Greek, my position bases things on the past, present, and future. Everything is 
always fixed. I am my experiences. The argument is that He created time. He cannot 
be in time, because he created time. Time travel is based on a model of time. The 
future is already worked out.  
I must move my perspective. Travel is a function of distance. We go one place to 
another. It’s a spatial concept. Time does not lend itself to distances, height, or 
depth. Time is not spatial. We know how to do space. I can put hands around the 
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box. However pieces of time have to be converted into space. How long is a 
second? Romans 12 states not to be conformed to those type patterns.  
 
Good and evi l  -  f ighting i t  out is a pagan concept.  
 
The Greek world does not have a god who brings order. Greeks talks about 
random everything. Everything just happens, chaos and fate. Their thinking is it is 
better that man was never born, but if he is, it’s better to die. What are the results? 
The world is full risk and fear. We live in a Greek world, where anything can happen - 
it’s all risk and fear. We sell security alarms, insurance, 401Ks and every 10 seconds 
there are fears we face. There is no sovereign God, the world is full of fear. 2500 
years ago philosophical men tried to think out of this box. What behavior will I do? 
The fundamental operating behavior is to reduce risk or fear. Forget community. I 
need to be independent. My dream is to be independently wealthy, so I do not have 
go depend on you, and because I can’t trust you anymore. Paul is not just talking 
about moral patterns, and schematics. 
 
Fate, risk and chaos have all these behaviors, and what comes from them.  
Why are millions of players in the cyber world? It is because you can control 
everything. If fate is in control and chaos then I need control. If the universe does not 
move to my whims, then I have to control and to protect myself from the world. 
 
What’s the Hebrew view of prayer? God protect me. You are bigger than me. God 
controls the process of my heart rate and volume of blood. There is very little I can 
control. Hebrew is dependence. The Rabbis teach that prayer is the preparation of 
my heart to whatever He brings. God is totally sovereign and His will is going to be 
done, I need to be able to be prepared to accept it, and I pray so that my heart will 
be in a state to embrace and rejoice in what he brings. Not for Him to fix anything, 
not for Him to control anything, because He already is, but for me to be able to take 
it as a gift from Him.  
The Greek idea is that I am out of control, and I need to be in control. Since I am a 
Christian I will enlist God to be my controlling agent, because now my prayers are 
about keeping things in control. God, help me with my business, help me with my 
marriage, and take care of my children. I do all of these things to control my life. The 
things I can’t do, You do. That’s a good Greek model of the world. It begins with the 
assumption that the world is out of control. Anything can happen to me and I need 
somebody big to take care of me. If the government is not going to do it, then God 
will have to. Paul is asking you to really think about how you live. He is not asking you 
to think about what you say; he’s asking you to think about what you do. If you act in a 
way or endorse the ideas that the world is in a battle of good or evil, that anything 
can happen to you, things are out of control and you need to accumulate all these 
things to stay in control, such as power, influence, wealth, prayer, and whatever you 
can get your hands on, you are already in a Greek pattern. The result of that Greek 
pattern is that I will pray for my needs before yours, because I need Him to do things 
in my life. All of my needs come before I get to you. How many of these beliefs make 
it into the church? We are asking God to take control of things for our benefit.  
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Let’s talk about the thorn, curse and faith. In the thorn, Paul makes a very unusual 
remark. Where did the thorn in the flesh come from? It was a messenger from 
Satan in order to do such and such.  Why did Paul have a thorn in the flesh? So God 
actually created that difficulty for Paul? It was to prevent spiritual arrogance, after 
he went to the third heaven. So that Paul can say “I can glory in my weakness.” That’s 
the whole purpose. We look at demons as bad terrible things, that if we just pray 
enough God will take them away, because He needs to fix things. And Paul being a 
good Hebrew, believed the messenger from Satan was a blessing not a curse. He 
needed it. It wasn’t going to go away because of his weakness so he could glory in 
his weakness because God’s grace was sufficient for him.  
 
This is a great reminder. You were praying that I would come in and take control. I 
should have been praying thank You for this messenger from Satan because I 
know it is being used for Your purposes. My grace is sufficient for you. And Paul 
acknowledges that after he learns this lesson. This is a tough lesson for us. God, 
can’t you just fix this or take this away? Instead of saying thank you Lord for this trial 
or this thing that I can’t deal with. Thank you for this thing that overwhelms me and 
knocks me down. Read the book of Ecclesiastes. This is a great evangelistic tool, 
better than the 4 spiritual laws. That’s all you have left. Nothing has any value except 
obedience to God. It is to drive you to the point that shows you you’re not in control 
of anything. Poor or rich, it doesn’t matter. In the end you’re not in control. The 
universe is designed to constantly remind you that you do not have things in control. 
Paul says if you run your life by the chronology, your day planner is going to remove 
all the possibilities for God’s interruptions, and, you will have missed the most 
important things in life, which are the kairos moments. It has nothing to do with my 
phone vibrating in my pocket telling me that someone on my chronology is trying to 
reach me. That is a deep pattern that infects us. Church starts at this time. You 
better not go over pastor, because I’ve got to get to the TV to watch the game. If 
you do go over I am going to remind you that you went over a little long today.  
We have built into our thinking that interruptions are bad for our schedule.  
 
(Skip Moen) 


