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Do Jewish Roots Apply 
 

HT 303 Lesson 2 Text  
 

• In the emerging Christian Church is the central issue of the relationship 
between those who accepted Yeshua as Messiah and those who had not. 

• Some felt everyone needed to become Jews. 
• Others felt that the era of the Jews was over and that Jewish believers should 

forsake the traditions of the forefathers and meld into the growing Gentile 
congregations. 

• Others saw a viable place for the Jew and the non-Jew to retain their status 
and yet find unity in the person of Yeshua. 

• Eventually, their views and communities grew further apart. 
• Jesus and his disciples never went to “church.” 
• The early followers of Jesus continued within the synagogue community for 

well into the 2nd century.  
• While it was no doubt true that individuals here and there were excluded 

from synagogues, the division between the Jewish community at large and 
the followers of Jesus did not happen until 100 years after Jesus’ s death and 
resurrection. 

• While the division centered upon the person of Jesus, there were cultural 
reasons also. 

• There were so many Gentiles who came to faith that the Jews in the 
congregations ended up being in the minority. These traditions of the 
synagogues were foreign to the Gentile believers.  

• The teaching that the Torah had been abolished by Jesus, and that His 
followers were therefore no longer obligated to keep it, caused no small rift 
between the groups.  

• Debates in the 3rd and 4th centuries between Church Fathers and Jewish 
sages over the eternality of the Torah clearly divided the groups.  

• Another division came with the move to Sunday as the primary day of 
worship.  

• Constantine (4th century) helped gain Sunday as “official” status for the 
Christian Church.  
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• Early church fathers such as Ignatiius show in their writings that both 
Sabbath and Sunday were kept, though Sunday eventually gained greater 
sanctity since it was believed to be the day of Jesus resurrection. 

• Sabbath was such a central issue for the ancient Jewish community, that to 
give it up was paramount to the denial of God.  

• The 2nd Jewish Revolt, also known as the Bar Kokhba revolt (132-135 CE) 
contributed most to the final separation of the Messianic synagogues and 
the traditional synagogue.  

• Simon and the leading rabbi of the time, Akiva, led the revolt.  
• Akiva was so sure of ultimate victory, that he declared Simon Messiah, 

asking the Jewish community to likewise follow him as their Messiah.  
• The followers of Yeshua could not make such a profession and their 

unwillingness to rally behind Simon caused their exclusion from the wider 
Jewish community.  

• Their expulsion from the larger Jewish community was heightened by the 
massacre which Simon and his followers underwent at the hands of the 
Roman armies.  

• This political and national defeat left the Jews and Christians on two different 
sides, for the Christians had not fought with their Jewish brothers and sisters 
against Rome, and thus Rome did not punish the Christians.  

• They decimated, however, the Jewish community as they squelched the 
revolt.  

• Never again would the “Christian Church” be viewed as the synagogue’s 
sister. She would, from that time on, be strictly viewed as “other.” 

• The majority of the believers left and formed their own synagogues and 
communities of faith in which non-Jews were the majority.  

• The loss of Jewish traditions led to a redefinition of the community, a definition 
that disregarded the historical connection to the nation of Israel. 

• The vast majority of believers had left the synagogue around the middle of 
the second century, and by the time of Justin Martyr (160 CE) a new attitude 
prevailed in the “Church,” evidenced by its appropriating the title “Israel” for 
itself. 

• The Church had come to believe that the Jewish defeat in the Second Jewish 
Revolt was, in fact, the judging hand of God indicating that He had rejected 
the physical nation and had rather turned His heart toward the non-physical, 
spiritual entity of the Church.  

• The first Jewish Revolt marked a turning point in the history of Judaism. The 
early Church up to 70 CE was a daughter of Judaism: only after that did it 
leave the nest. The leaving was then a process. 

• As chronicled in the book of Acts, the persecution of Jewish Christians was a 
factor in the split.  

• Justin Martyr had been influenced by Platonic thought before his conversion. 
After he became a Christian, Justin brought many of Plato’s ideas into his 
teaching. One of the results was that third century Christians began to view 
the physical world of flesh and matter as evil, leading to Gnosticism.  
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• Thus was born “Replacement Theology,” the notion that God has forsaken 
physical, ethnic Israel and replaced her with the Church, a “nation” made up 
of all those who have confessed Yeshua as the Messiah. 

• The term “anti-semitism” was coined in 1879 by the German Wilhelm Marr to 
designate the then-current anti-Jewish campaigns in Europe. The term soon 
came into general use to denote all forms of hostility manifested against the 
Jews thoughout history.  

• Even though the Greek Church was birthed by the Jewish nation, they had 
little in common with her. An early church father, Origen (185-254 CE) 
through his allegorical hermeneutics gave the Church the doctrine of 
“replacement.” 

• Once the church had “replaced” Israel as the “true Israel,” the door has been 
wide open for seeing herself as God’s whip of chastening upon the 
unbelieving nation.  

• Constantine wrote the law that made Judaism a crime (Oct. 18, 315 CE). 
• John Chrysostom (344-407 CE) is well known for his anti-semitism, though 

he was one of the primary founders of early Christian dogma.  
• Marcion offered a solution of doing away with the canon of the Old 

Testament, a position the Church rejected, but it brought in an alternative 
solution of allegory.  

• In allegory, the Old Testament could be made a “Christian” document. 
Through their efforts to spiritualize, typologize, and christologize the text, the 
early Church Fathers were able to find abundant Christian meaning in the 
Old Testament.  

• The Church launched the First Crusade in 1096. Pope Urban II called for 
soldiers of Christ to liberate the Holy Land from the Muslim invaders. On the 
way, however, the “infidel” Jews suffered gravely at the hands of the 
crusaders. Thousands of Jews who had refused baptism were murdered in 
the streets. Numerous mass suicides also occurred. Synagogues were 
torched.  

• As the Middle Ages drew to a close, Jews experienced many additional  
forms of persecution. During the 13th century, holy books were seized and 
burned by cartloads. In Spain, a church council ruled that if a Jew tried to 
convert a Christian he was to be killed. 

• The Inquisition and expulsion of 1492 resulted in thousands of torturings, 
burnings at the stake, and forced conversions. Jews were ordered to leave 
Spain or face death. Many Jews converted to Catholicism in public, but 
remained Jews in private.  

• When Martin Luther saw that Jews failed to respond to the Christian 
message, he became hostile toward them. He called for Jews to be 
permanently driven out of the country.  

• Of course the Nazis carried out Luther’s desire with horrifying success.  
• In the later part of the 19th century the largest Jewish population in the world 

(6 million) was in czarist Russia. These Jews experienced a series of vicious 
pogroms which left thousands dead. Those who survived fled to Americal. 
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• Rooted in the soil of Germany, the Holocaust of the 20th century stands as 
an unparalleled event. Nazi propaganda stated that the human race must be 
“purified” by ridding it of Jews. The final solution to the Jewish “problem” was 
camps, gas chambers, and crematoria. Between 1933, when Hitler came to 
power, and 1945, the end of World War II, some six million Jewish lives were 
destroyed. 
 
 
(Page 1 and 2 taken from “Introduction to Torah Living” Tim Hegg, P.3 from 
“Our Father Abraham” Marvin Wilson) 


