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Hebraic Thought 
 

What Is God’s Design For Covenant Marriage 
 

HT 202 Lesson 3 Text  
 

 
 

Home Values 
 
For many centuries, even through difficult times such as the Babylonian 
captivity, the Roman occupation and the Holocaust to name a few, the 
Jewish home has been a place that has had meaning and purpose. It 
has been more than just a place to kick up your feet at night and have a 
place to sleep. Even though Jewish homes just like Christian homes 
have problems with relationships, finances and other difficulties in life it 
has stood firm as a place where the family could enjoy stability and 
permanence because not only do they have traditions but they tend to 
actually practice those traditions passed down for generations. 
Because of these traditions and values of the home they have brought 
self-understanding and direction to its family members.  
 
Importance of Family Background 
 
Traditional Jewish marriages are not typically based on emotional 
feelings of “being in love”, but rather seek to be based on “yihus”, which is 
family background, stock or pedigree. Marriages tend to be on the 
basis of objective factors and the “falling in love” factor comes as 
husband and wife covenant together to serve God’s purposes for their 
family. Being educated in the teachings of the Torah is very important 
since it shows that the future “father and mother” will be able to teach 
their children the Ways of YHWH.  
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Love That Grows After Marriage 
 
Genesis 24:67 – “Isaac brought Rebekah into the tent of his mother 
Sarah and married Rebekah. So she became his wife and he loved her”. 
For centuries Jewish people have pointed out that Isaac married 
Rebekah and through commitment to her (covenant relationship) he 
and she grew in love for one another as they committed themselves to 
God’s purposes for their lives and the generations to come. As our 
relationship grows in service and obedience to God our love for those 
we are in covenant relationships will grow and flourish too.  
 
Importance of Prayer 
 
In his book “Our Father Abraham” Marvin R. Wilson writes, “Jewish 
tradition teaches that a bride and groom must fast on their wedding 
day until after the ceremony, focusing during this time on spiritual 
evaluation. Before the ceremony they make a prayer of confession 
directly to God. Furthermore, during the ceremony seven prayers of 
blessing are invoked upon the couple. There is also a prayer 
immediately before the marriage is consummated. The seven blessings 
are repeated at the festive banquet during the reception”.  
 
So prayer in the Jewish home is not after problems arise and issues 
come their way, it is a preventative practice that invites God into every 
area of their lives starting at day one. 
 
 
 
 
Community 
 
For the Jewish family marriage is not a relationship that is private and 
whatever happens behind closed doors won’t matter to the rest of the 
community. Jewish marriages believe that what happens in the home 
effects the rest of the community. The community is supportive of all its 
members and has an impact on making sure that everyone does not 
have lack. If a poor family is in need the community is responsible to 
meets that family’s needs.  
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The Home as a Small  Temple 
 
Just as the Tabernacle of Moses was a “sanctuary” (miqdash), the Jewish 
home was a small “sanctuary” itself. It to be “set apart”, “holy” and 
“consecrated” (qadash). After the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem 
and the scattering of the people into exile the rabbis began to refer to 
the home as a “small sanctuary” or “miniature temple”. It was to be “set 
apart” for special purposes. This included: 

1. Worship of God (house of prayer) 
2. Place to learn the Torah (house of study) 
3. Place to serve the needs of the community (house of assembly) 

 
 
Foundational to all theory on the biblical concept of the family is the 
Jewish teaching that the home is more important than the synagogue. In 
Jewish tradition, the center of religious life has always been the home. 
The Church has yet to grapple seriously with this crucial concept. 
Unfortunately, many Christians believe it is God’s purpose that the 
Church function as the main formative influence in the spiritual 
development of the family. For various reasons --- ignorance, 
convenience or default of responsibility---- the Church has often taken 
the place of the family. But the Church was never intended to be a 
substitute for the home. Nothing in God’s plan has ever replaced the 
home as bearing primary responsibility for imparting Christian values 
and ensuring godly nourishment and growth for each family member. In 
the words of Moses, “you shall teach them (Gods commandments) 
diligently to your children”. (Deut. 6:7a), not somebody else.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts on this page from “Our Father Abraham, Jewish Roots of The Christian Faith” by Marvin R. Wilson 
(pages 214-216) 


