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What Is God’s Design for Covenant Marriage 
 HT – 202 Lesson 2 Text  

 
 

In this study we will be looking at a number of texts from Skip Moens book “Guardian 
Angel” which gives us a look into the Book of Genesis, which is the first book of the 
Torah and is God’s revealed word to Moses for the Hebrews.  

 

Genesis 1 :26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 

Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will 
make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed 
every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to 
see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that 
was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, 
and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable 
for him. 21  So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 
then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God 
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her 
to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  24 For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and 
they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed.” 

The biblical statement that God created Man both male and female reveals more 
the just gender distinctions. The Bible treats male and female as complements of 
each other: both are necessary for a full manifestation of what it means to be 
human.  
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Male (zakar) – the essence of the word given to the male man is tied to 
remembering who God is and what obligations are his. 

Female (neqevah) – the essence of the female man is tied to acting as an appointed 
spiritual guide and boundary keeper. 

The Design of Marriage  

Man as male is the one who is called to remember and to obey. He is designed to 
manifest thought as action. He is uniquely equipped to demonstrate faithfulness in 
word and deed as a reflection of God’s character. If I am a man, I must now do 
what God says and act on it. My job is to study His Word in order to understand His 
desires and put them into action.  

The man is the one who serves the earth and in the process nourishes his own 
substance. His service is his work and his work is s a form of worship of the Creator 
who provided the earth from which he came. 

The man is the one who was put in the place of God’s delight (Eden) and who is to 
delight in what God provides.      vvvvvvvv 

The man is the one who needs a guide and protector in order that he might 
work/worship the Creator and delight in His provision. If I am a man, I am called to 
express my worship in work. That means I must be doing what delights God and 
blesses others. I am called to remember His instructions and obey them and to 
incorporate them in the community of “us”. I am required to remember that the 
woman that came from me, is equal to me and is necessary for me to fulfill what 
God has given me to do. She is God’s gift to me, embodying His covenant with her.  

The woman is the last of creation, the final achievement of God’s design, the 
capstone of His handiwork. The woman is the one equipped for the assignment of 
protecting the boundaries of obedience and the man’s relationship with God.  

The woman stands apart from the man as an extension of himself, to guide, 
challenge, encourage, protect, nourish and rescue him. She is attuned to God by 
design, but not for herself. She lives in order that he might be obedient. Her 
existence blesses him.  

As a woman, I am part of God’s covenant arrangement. I am designed to be aware 
of His moment-to-moment direction. Therefore, I must know what God says and 
protect His word. By doing so, I serve as benefit to my husband.  

God’s design for marriage rests on this foundation. Where it isn’t in place, the 
relationship falters. The original design is the way marriage is supposed to work. 
The closer we operate according to the original, the more aligned we will be with 
God’s design.  
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Where there is no harmony in relationship, neither male nor female are manifesting 
being human. The first order of the business of being human is a thorough 
assessment of the level of harmony in life yoked together. We are either pulling 
together or are being pulled apart.  

I must evaluate my actions as the real measure of my humanity.  I am a verb, a 
reflection of God’s revelation of the verb “to be”. In some fundamental sense, my 
behavior manifests who I am.  

There is no gender hierarchy in God’s original design. If I am acting as if there is, 
something is wrong with how I see the world. Whether I am the one who 
remembers or the one who protects the boundaries, my uniqueness is a function of 
the role that I play in interdependence with the other.  

I am human when I am in dynamic relationship with God and with another. One 
without the other leaves something out of the necessary combination. If I am alone 
in my marriage, a part of who I am is missing. That part is found in my spouse, not in 
anything else. I must recover it by allowing my spouse to be what God designed him 
or her to be.  

Marriage depends on the faithfulness of the man and the double-facing 
empowerment of the woman. He sticks like glue no matter what. She faces him in 
protection and provision while she faces away from him in challenge and 
confrontation. A man must allow the “ezer kenagdo” to live according to her design. 
A woman must encourage her mate to live according to his work/worship 
(avodah). In way, the two become one. And the principle objective of marriage is to 
become one.  

 


