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What Is God’s Design for Covenant Marriage 
 HT – 202 Lesson 1  Text  

 
 

Biblical Foundations 
 
It doesn’t take much looking around and we can see that our world has problems 
when it comes to the idea of healthy relationships especially the family and 
marriage relationships. Much of the teachings that we grow up with today 
concerning marriage, especially in our western culture, leave God and His Word 
out of the equation. Many or maybe I should say most of our psychologists, 
counselors and teachers tend to follow the culturally and politically correct ideas 
that do not line up with scripture.  Even much of the Church reveals little knowledge 
of biblical foundations that needs to be securely anchored upon the teaching of the 
Hebrew Scriptures.  
 
In his book “Marriage Covenant”, Derek Prince says that, “Marriage is a covenant 
and when marriage loses its sanctity, it also loses its strength and stability.  
 
In Ephesians 5:22-32 Paul explains the Christian view of marriage. In verse 32 he 
says this of marriage: “This mystery is great.” The word mystery in this verse had a 
more specific meaning in Paul’s day than it does today. It denoted a form of 
knowledge that was restricted to a special group who were bound together by 
what they believed and how they lived out what they believed.  
 
Paul’s use of the word mystery to describe the marriage relationship suggests two 
things. First, that there is a little-known form of knowledge that can make a marriage 
what it ought to be and secondly that a person can acquire this knowledge only by 
undergoing certain tests and meeting certain requirements.  
 
(Read Deuteronomy chapter eleven) After giving the Law to the children of Israel 
they were getting ready to enter into the promised inheritance in the land of 
Canaan. Moses was reminding them of the lifestyle God had planned for them and 
that if they would keep God’s Law they would be abundantly blessed in every area 
of their lives. I verse 32 Moses was saying their “homes” would be like “heaven on 
earth”. He was painting a picture of wholeness in every part of life together.  
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About twelve hundred years later through Malachi God spoke to the children of 
Israel concerning their conduct since they had entered into the Promised Land. 
One of the areas God spoke to was their home life, specifically in their marriages.  
 
(Malachi 2:13-14) 13 “This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with 
tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering 
or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because 
the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom 
you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by 
covenant.” 
 
(Matthew 19:3-9)  “Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that 
He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 
2 And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. 3 The Pharisees 
also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife for just any reason?” 4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read 
that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, 
‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to 
Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her 
away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I 
say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 
another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits 
adultery.” 

When teaching on the marriage relationship Jesus referred back to the beginning 
and brought out what God had intended for the marriage relationship. He was 
telling those that were listening that the form of marriage that had become 
accepted in Israel under Judaism was below the level of God’s will. God had 
expressed His purpose for marriage in the beginning and that they were to be 
perfectly joined together as “one flesh” so that they lost their separate identities. Like 
Jesus and Paul taught, we need to get back to the original design of family and 
marriage relationships the way God intended… HIS WAY.  

 

A Few Clues (by Skip Moen) 

And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  Genesis 2:25 ESV 

Both – Back to the Garden!  We seem to end up here over and over when we look for the 
biblical models of relationships and interdependency.  Each verse is pregnant with 
powerful imagery that restores our broken and fractured lives.  This one answers a lot of 
questions, or at least hints at the answers. 



	   3	  

What does it mean to be naked and not ashamed? 

What does it mean to be two but one? 

How do we employ power to achieve interdependency? 

What is my role with regard to my partner? 

Why is this verse the capstone of human being? 

What happened to this ideal world? 

The Hebrew word shenehem (from shana) is about repetition.  In action, it means, “to do 
again.”  From this verb we derive nouns for “two,” “second,” “double,” and “repetition.”  The 
context here expresses “both” but the deeper reality is that Adam and the woman (not yet 
named) are the original and the “do again.”  “Both” means to repeat.  The thought is Hebrew, 
not Greek.  “Both” in Greek means two separate but connected entities.  But “both” in 
Hebrew focuses the attention on the action of repeating. 

What’s the difference?  Imagine two cakes.  I can combine them but I will still have two 
individual entities even if it would be incredibly difficult to pick them apart.  But what if I 
repeat the same actions that brought about the first cake.  If I concentrate on the actions, 
not the product, I have exactly the same movement.  Adam and his wife are united in 
purpose, action, relation, direction – in movement – even though they are different persons 
(from a Greek viewpoint).  Hebrew notices the repetition, not the individuality.  Do we?  Do 
we notice the repetition of purpose, direction, action – movement – in our spouse?  Do we 
see that we are both one?  Do I notice that my wife’s life is tied to YHWH – that she prays, 
listens, meditates and worships with the same heart, the same intent?  Am I doing what she 
does?  Am I “both,” a repetition of her devotion to God? 

What does it mean to be “both naked”?  If we think in Greek paradigms, we will probably 
read these words as two separate ideas.   They were individuals who were each naked.  
But what if “both naked” is Hebraic for “repeated transparency”?  What if the unity expressed 
in repeated action is about interdependency in power?  If being naked is a metaphor for 
the lack of second agendas, a metaphor for full transparency and complete mutual 
submission, then where is power in this unity?  It can only be found in the “do again” actions.  
There is no power separately.  To do is to repeat each other.  The reason there is no 
shame is because there is no awareness of difference.  Does that describe your 
marriage?  Are you and your spouse “do again” partners? 

Topical Index:  both, shana, shenehem, repeat, shame, Genesis 2:25, power   


