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What Did Paul Teach About the New Covenant 
 

HT-103 Lesson 4 Text  
 
 
The last passage to study is in Hebrews 8.  We ask what is new and what is passing 
away?  There was a question.  Can we live Torah without the temple and 
priesthood?  The Torah is connected to both of them.  The writer to the Hebrews 
says that the tabernacle and the priesthood still exist.  The Temple in Jerusalem may 
have been destroyed and the priesthood was in the process of being done away 
with, but the real tabernacle is in heaven and there is still a priesthood - the 
Melchisedecian priesthood.  Yeshua as the head of the priesthood is serving in the 
tabernacle not made with hands,	  but in the	  tabernacle in the heavenlies.	  	  Then he 
goes on to compare the priesthood of Melchisedec to the priesthood of Aaron. 
	  
Hebrews 8:1-7 “Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high 
priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens, a minister in the sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitched, not man.  For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and 
sacrifices; hence it is necessary that this high priest also have something to offer. 
Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who 
offer the gifts according to the Law; who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the 
tabernacle; for, See, He says, that you make all things according to the pattern 
which was shown you on the mountain.  But now He has obtained a more excellent 
ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has 
been enacted on better promises.  For if that first (covenant, this is put there by the 
authors) has been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a 
second.” 
 
When we read it this way it appears that the author of Hebrews, or the Messianic 
Jews is sitting on one side the ministry of Aaron, and the Torah, and the tabernacle, 
and the temple, over against the ministry of the Messiah Yeshua in the heavenly 
tabernacle with a new priesthood that is not according to Torah.  If He were on 
earth He would not be a priest at all.  What does the Torah say that a priest must 
be?  He must be from the tribe of Levi.  If he is high priest he must be from the family 
of Aaron.  But the writer says that the priest of Levi serves as a copy and a shadow 
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of heavenly things.  The final reality of priesthood pointed toward whom?  It is 
toward Yeshua.  The Old Covenant is characterized as a lack of faith.  The New 
Covenant is characterized by faith.  This better covenant is acted on better 
promises.  
 
It says in verse 7 that the first covenant had faults.  However, covenant is not in the 
text.  The word covenant is in italics, which means it was added.  The first was talking 
about the priesthood, not covenant.  He told us that in the very beginning of the 
passage.  If the priests of Levite could have accomplished what was necessary, 
then there would have been no need to seek for a second priesthood.  Then in 
verse eight he says for finding fault with them, not it (the covenant).  Then he just 
goes on in the rest of the chapter to quote Jeremiah.  
 
In verse 13, “When He said, A new (covenant, italics again), He has made the first 
obsolete.  But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to 
disappear.  ” We have to beware, because the word covenant is not in there.  He did 
just quote Jeremiah 31, which did say new covenant.  The translators are not all that 
wrong in supplying the word covenant there.  However, the main topic is priesthood. 
The author left it out because he doesn’t want us to think the first covenant is 
obsolete.  The author first identifies the Aaronic priesthood.   
 
The primary characteristic of the new covenant is the Torah written on the heart. 
Could the Levitical priesthood write the Torah on the heart?  No.  They could do a 
good job of teaching it and even copying it.  In order for there to be a change in 
priesthood the Aaronic priesthood would have to cease.  Why would God allow the 
pagans to come in and destroy the very place of His presence?  One reason was 
the Aaronic priesthood was never an end to itself.  It was always pointing to a 
greater high priest who was Melchisedec.  It wasn’t that the covenant was bad, it 
was the people who broke the covenant were not good.  The priesthood, when they 
took the sacrifices, they couldn’t change anyone’s heart.  They were obligated to 
take the sacrifice regardless of the attitude of the person bringing it.  There was no 
way the Aaronic priesthood could bring about the new covenant.  They were able 
to do what God wanted them to do though.  He never intended them to do more 
that what they did.  Melchizedek was without sin, heavenly, able to change the heart 
of the worshipper, eternal, and could write the Torah on the heart.  God always 
intended that the Melchizedecian office would fulfill the new covenant.  
	  
Why is the new covenant better than the Sinai covenant?  It is the Sinai covenant 
made actual in the heart of the believer.  The better promises were that they would 
be written on the hearts of the whole nation.  This requires a priest that can change 
a heart of stone into a heart of flesh.  
 
Here is a summary.  Chapter 8 is a contrast of priesthoods not a contrasting of the 
Torah (law) and grace.  Aaronic priesthood was fading away according to the 
author.  Covenants are viewed nationally.  The first covenant (Mosaic) did not effect 
national salvation.  The new covenant will.  They all will obey Me from the least to the 
greatest.  Jeremiah 31 requires a different priesthood because it requires the Torah 
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be written on the heart.  Our High Priest is the only one who can affect the new 
covenant.  
 
Is the Torah written on the heart something new?  No.  David has Torah written on 
his heart.  Apparently Moses had the Torah written on his heart.  If you are a true 
believer in Yeshua, you have the Torah written on your heart.  That is nothing new. 
Has there always been a remnant that has been faithful to God and his covenant? 
Paul tells us there is always a remnant.  Are sins and transgressions new?  Of 
course not.  So what is new, would Israel as a whole nation having the Torah written 
on the heart and loyalty to her God - would that be new?  Has there ever been a 
time as a nation that we have obeyed and bowed down to Him?  Never.  That’s what 
the new covenant promises.  The house of Israel and the house of Judah as a nation, 
(Israel receiving forgiveness of sins and transgressions), would that be new?  Yes, 
that would be new.  When Israel experiences this, then the new covenant will be 
fulfilled.  As the first fruits of the new covenant, we are the hope of the full harvest. 
Therefore, we must not lose heart.  The harvest will be brought in.  The fact that we 
are the first fruit proves that He will receive the whole harvest.  That will indeed be 
something new.  
 


