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What Did Paul Teach About the New Covenant 
 

HT-103 Lesson 2 Text  
 

There will be some passages that people will immediately want to talk to us about. 
The two biggest are 2 Corinthians 3 and Hebrews chapter 8.  In 2 Corinthians 3 it 
appears Paul puts Old Covenant over against New Covenant.  Paul had a lot of 
criticism and it seemed they were saying that Paul was saying to forsake Moses 
and the circumcision of their sons, etc.  In Acts 21, according to the testimony of 
James and others, this was not the case, but it was rumors and gossip about Paul. 
The reason it was challenged was that he was very successful in bringing in 
Gentiles.  There were cultural problems on how to live together as Jew and Gentile. 
Others were saying he had no authority.  Paul had asked them to consider what 
God had done through his ministry, which was a very Hebrew thing to do.  Don’t ask 
me who I am, ask me what I have accomplished.  So he used the Corinthians as 
proof and the lives and hearts that were changed with them.  
 
2 Corinthians 3 
 
“Are we beginning to commend ourselves again?  Or do we need, as some, letters 
of commendation to you or from you?  You are our letter, written in our hearts, 
known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared 
for by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone, but on tablets of human hearts.  And such confidence we have through Christ 
toward God.  Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as 
coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us 
adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit, for the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on 
stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face 
of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how shall the ministry of 
the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?   For if the ministry of condemnation has 
glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory.   For indeed 
what had glory, in this case has no glory on account of the glory that surpasses it. 
For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is in 
glory.  Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, and are 
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not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons on Israel might not 
look intently at the end of what was fading away.  But their minds were hardened; for 
until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, 
because it is removed in Christ.  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies 
over their heart; but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now 
the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, 
with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit.”  
 
He then makes a daring type of comparison.  He compares himself to Moses.  Any 
Jewish teacher that compares himself to Moses is doomed for failure.  But he does 
it in a Midrashish way that has good insight for the Corinthians.  In 2 Corinthians 3, 
are we beginning to commend ourselves again or do we need letters of 
commendation to you or from you?  You are our letter written in our hearts, known 
and read by all men being manifest that you are a letter of Messiah cared for by us 
written not by ink but of the Spirit of God not written on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of human heart.  He is saying you don’t need to have me and other people 
coming to you that you need valid certificates to teach you.  In fact you, yourselves 
are our certificates.  You are the letter of what God has accomplished by His grace 
in your midst.  It’s not written by ink or on parchment, it’s written by God on your very 
heart, because you have changed from being pagans following paganism to 
members of God’s household and following His ways.  That gives Paul a perfect 
transition to other things that are only written on stone and other times written on 
the heart.  In other words, by reading the credentials we have plenty of reasons we 
believe they are valid.  
 
We were made servants of the New Covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit.  For 
the letter kills but the Spirit gives life.  What is this letter and Spirit?  The Torah written 
on the heart, not tablets of stone, not of the letter but of the Spirit, for the Spirit gives 
life.  Now Paul is making a distinction between letter and Spirit, what is that?  But if 
the ministry of death, notice that phrase, in letters engraved on stone came with 
glory so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because 
of the glory of His face fading as it was, how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be 
even more with glory?  He has previously distinguished between letter and Spirit. 
And now the ministry of death is contrasted to ministry of the Spirit.  What 
characterizes this ministry of death?  Letters engraved on stone.  So we can be 
confident from Paul that letters are ministry of death and Spirit is the same as 
ministry of the Spirit.  
 
Do you know what letters he was talking about letters engraved on stone?  The 
Torah.  So it sounds to us that the ministry of Torah is a ministry of death opposed to 
the ministry of the Spirit, which came with much glory.  For now he is saying if the 
ministry of condemnation instead of the ministry of death (not just a temporal death 
but eternal death) is much more the ministry of righteousness.  Now he is paralleling 
the ministry of the Spirit to the ministry of righteousness.  If the ministry of death is 
that which is contained in letters engraved on stone resulting in condemnation, it 
can just as well be called the ministry of condemnation.  On the contrast, the 
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ministry of the Spirit results in righteousness.  So if the ministry of condemnation has 
glory, then the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory.  
 
If the ministry of death is the letters engraved on stone that Moses brought down 
from the mountain, how did it come with glory?  There was a lot of glory going on in 
that mountain.  So much that the children of Israel said you just talk to Him from now 
on because we just about had a heart attack when He talked to us.  So how would 
the ministry of the Spirit fail to even bring more glory?  So with all of the glory on 
Sinai the ministry of the Spirit will make that glory begin to fade away.  How much 
more the Spirit of righteousness abounds in glory?  For that which had glory has no 
glory for the glory, which surpasses it.  To some of you it probably sounds like Paul is 
saying that the Torah is being done away with and the ministry of the Spirit 
surpasses it because it is written on the heart, when in fact this ministry of death 
faded away, and that which remains, the ministry of the Spirit is all that more 
glorious.  Actually that is what Paul is saying.  
 
Therefore, having such a hope.  Hope?  That doesn’t seem to be very hopeful.  But 
for Paul it was very hopeful.  Moses put a veil over his face so the Israelites would 
not look at what was being faded away.  But their minds were hardened, for at the 
reading at this very day, the reading of the Old Covenant.  Let’s stop. He had hope, 
because he was not like Moses (comparing himself to Moses).  Israel would not look 
at it for their minds were hardened at the reading of the Old Covenant.  How many 
times do you think that the Old Covenant was used in the scripture?  One.  This is the 
only time in the whole Bible that it is used.  You would think that of all the press the 
Old Covenant has gotten that it might have had more attention than this.  And we 
know by the context exactly what it is.  For until this very day at the reading of the Old 
Covenant the same veil remains unlifted because it’s removed in Messiah.  But until 
this day until when Moses is read, a veil lies over the heart.  
 
So what is the Old Covenant?  It’s Moses.  Didn’t you just the say the Old Covenant 
was not the Tanach, was not the Torah?  So it sounds to me like when Paul is saying 
whenever the Old Covenant is read it’s Moses, it’s the same.  So whenever a person 
turns to the Lord his veil is taken away.  So we have this coupling.  Their minds were 
hardened, and a veil lies over their heart.  Can you see how that parallels?  Verse 14 
and verse 15 are saying the same thing in slightly different ways.  Where the Spirit of 
the Lord is there is liberty.  
 
Some will say; as long as you are under the Torah you are bound.  When the Spirit 
comes and the Torah is taken away, you finally have liberty.  Of course that is not 
what Paul says.  Paul says the veil is taken away.  Liberty, liberty to do whatever I 
want.  Eat whatever I want, go wherever I want, wear whatever I want. It’s liberty. 
Don’t try to bind me with the rules of God.  
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” We cannot deny the fact that the Spirit and the Lord 
are one.  
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With unveiled face we behold.  Look at how he has used the word veil.  He put a veil 
over his face, Moses did.  The same veil remains unlifted.  A veil lies over their heart. 
The veil is taken away when we turn to the Lord.  And with an unveiled face in a 
mirror we behold the glory of the Lord.  The whole thing about the veil becomes a 
major point that Paul is trying to explain.  Can you see how he can move from the 
Old Covenant being Torah as read in the synagogs to Moses…. why?  Because you 
can say we read Moses, right?  Was Moses veiled when he came down off the 
mountain?  Yes he was.  Since you can equate Moses with Torah you can now say 
that Torah has a veil.  Moses has a veil.  This works as a beautiful Midrash or 
illustration on what he is about to teach us.  
 
The Rabbis did not teach salvation by works, they taught salvation by heredity.  You 
had to become a Jew because only the Jews had a place in the world to come.  
One maintained one’s Jewish status by keeping Torah, which means not doing 
something, which meant being cut off from the people of Israel.  
 
Now what was the Torah’s message of salvation?  If you understand Paul you need 
to understand this as a fundamental issue.  When Paul was struck with the light on 
the way to Damascus, and when he went out to the desert and did whatever he did 
there, he seemed to study the scriptures with the eyes of the Spirit of God and saw 
things that he had not seen before.  And one of the key texts was Genesis 15:6, “and 
Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness.”   Why? 
Because in this verse he could say that God credits the status of righteous to those 
who exercise faith.  He does not credit righteousness to those who are Jewish.  
Why?  Because Abraham wasn’t Jewish.  He was from the Ur of Caldees.  He did not 
have Jewish lineage.  Some say God made him a Jew but this was declared before 
God did that.  Genesis 15 is before Genesis 17 where you have circumcision.  And 
there wasn’t any Rabbi in the first century who would have said that somebody who 
was uncircumcised could be a Jew.  The Macabees went around 200 years before 
Paul and forcibly circumcised the men of Israel and any who refused were 
considered non-Jews and enemies.  This was huge for Paul.  Abraham was credited 
the status of righteous before he was circumcised.  Righteous must not be on 
lineage but on the basis of faith in the Messiah.  
 
Saving faith therefore is the result of the Spirit writing the Torah on the heart.  For 
Paul, if you are led by the Spirit of God, then you are the sons of God.  Romans 8. 
And anyone who does not have the Spirit of the Messiah is none of His.  For Paul, it 
was a very easy black and white.  If you’re in, you have the Spirit.  If you’re not in, you 
do not have the Spirit.  Getting in is not who your parents are.  Getting in is a matter 
of God’s work of grace in your heart, which you receive by faith.  Saving faith results 
in change lives, according to Paul.  Lives marked by righteousness.  If you have died 
with the Messiah, you have also risen with Him (Romans 6); you have risen in 
newness of life.  You no longer walk the way you used to walk in the futility of your 
flesh.  God’s covenant always envisioned Jews and Gentiles walking by faith.  It 
wasn’t just a Jewish thing.  With Abraham He said all your seed shall be blessed.  
 
Now lets contrast Paul and Moses’ ministry.  Paul is putting Moses against the 
ministry of the Spirit.  People disobeyed Moses message.  Moses constantly goes to 
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God and says what am I going to do with these people?  Hardly anyone obeyed 
Moses’ message. Did they obey Paul’s message?  Yes, many.  Everywhere Paul went 
the Gentiles came to his message, making the Rabbis upset.  They were coming in 
literally by the thousands.  This helps us begin to contrast Old Covenant and New 
Covenant because we are contrasting Paul’s ministry to Moses’ ministry, a ministry 
of condemnation verses a ministry of righteousness.  The Old Covenant appears to 
be one of disobedience.  New Covenant is one of obedience.  I will write the Torah 
upon their hearts, and they will all know Me.  They will all be loyal to Me.  They will all 
do what I tell them to do in regard to covenant faithfulness.  
 
This also helps us with the contrast of letter and the Spirit.  Letter on stone brings 
death.  The Spirit written on the heart brings life.  What is it that the Spirit writes on 
the heart?  The Torah.  The same letters that are written on the stone, which have no 
effect, which when those exact letters are written on the heart, they have a life giving 
effect.  So it’s not a contrast of Torah and Spirit, it’s a contrast of letter written on 
stone, and the Spirit writing that letter on the heart.  That’s Paul’s contrast.  
 
 
 
 


