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What Did Paul Teach About the New Covenant 
 

HT-103 Lesson 1  Text  
 

Why aren’t the scriptures working for us in the church?  After further research we 
found we accepted part of the scriptures but not all of them.  What God had given 
to us as fences and guardianship we had neglected.  We had put God’s grace 
opposite of His teaching.  We had considered His forgiveness apart from His 
justice.  We had considered salvation without looking at the issue of repentance. 
There began a renewal even in the Christian church.  How should we implement 
these realities from the scriptures in the life of faith, both Jewish and non-Jewish 
believers in the Lord?  The thing that always seems to come up is that we are not in 
the Old Covenant, we are in the New Covenant.  When you start talking about rules 
or those things God expects of His people, we don’t like that.  We are in a time 
period where we have freedom and liberties.  It looks like you are trying to curtail 
our liberties.  
 
God’s grace is a wonderful reality.  God’s grace comes with some safeguards in His 
Word that show us how to keep us from trouble, which is His written Word.  How it 
teaches us to live, what to do, what not to do, what things are dangerous, what 
things we should stay away from, etc.  People say you are trying to take us back into 
the Old Covenant.  
 
Our terminology has great power.  We take all these conclusions and put them in a 
word and we never test the conclusions that we have encapsulated in that word.  
That’s why words have power.  We have different terminology between even the 
Old and New Covenant.  I’m supposed to know what that means.  What do Old and 
New Testament mean?  Who came up with those terms?  What do they mean? 
 
In Latin Vulgate the Hebrew word berit is translated testamentum, from which we 
get the English word testament.  Old Testament means Old Covenant and New 
Testament means New Covenant.  Tanach is an acronym for Torah, which means 
law or books of the law.  Nevium is the prophets and Ketuvim are the writings.  It’s 
the way Jesus referred to the Old Testament.  So the Law and Prophets and Psalms 
were referred to as the Old Testament or the Tanach and the Apostolic writings 
were the New Covenant.  This is the way the church fathers began to teach.  
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If you are a member of the New Covenant which scriptures are you going to use? 
The Old Covenant is not for you. The Latin Vulgate was the main Bible used by the 
emerging church.  “But their minds were hardened…” 
 
Hebrews 8:13, “When He said, a new covenant, He has made the first obsolete.  But 
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.” 
 
Hebrews 8:13, says making the first obsolete.  Earliest fathers go to the Old 
Testament to prove Jesus was Messiah at first.  By the time of 3rd and 4th centuries 
they are not quoting from the Old Testament they are now quoting Paul and the 
Apostolic writings.  If you only stay in the Apostolic and never study the Tanach you 
will misinterpret the New Testament.  However, the Apostolic writings are the 
inspired Word of God.  This is what happened in the emerging Christian church.  
 
Here is the summary.  The ancient people are the Jews according to the early 
church fathers and the new people are the Christians.  Very early begins this idea 
that a Jew cannot be a Christian and a Christian can’t be a Jew.  The two should not 
mix.  This is the beginning of replacement theology, which is that God abolished His 
covenant with Israel and made a new covenant with the Christian church.  In this 
way the Christian church becomes the new Israel.  Old Testament belongs to the 
ancient people and the New Testament belongs to the new emerging church, the 
Christians.  What Bible are you going to read?  Marcion said our scriptures are in 
the New Testament why do we need the rest.  The early Christian church labeled 
him as a heretic and kicked him out.  Why say Tanach and Apostolic scriptures 
instead of Old Testament and New Testament?  Because words have power.  
 
Are God’s covenants a collection of books?  No, they are not a collection of books 
that started small and grew bigger. The Tanach began with the five books of Moses. 
To that were added books of history.  To those were added the prophets, both the 
former and the latter prophets.  Finally were added those writings of the Psalms and 
the wisdom literature and so on.  So this canon continued to grown until it was 
completed.  At what point was it a covenant?  Eternal covenants cannot be 
amended. 
 
If two people buy pieces of property and they realize they need an easement to get 
to their property each agree to give up five feet of their property and they form a 
legal document or a covenant together.  They get it written up, initial each page, 
sign the final page and sign the contract or covenant.  A few years later one of the 
owners decides to build a swimming pool on the easement and when confronted 
they say, well I added to the original covenant about 6 more pages.  I have the right 
to build a swimming pool.  The person says it wasn’t part of the original covenant 
and the other owner says I know I added it.  You can’t do that.  Both parties have to 
agree.  A party can’t come along and amend a covenant that came earlier. 
 
God’s covenants are not amenable.  Paul tells us that later in Galatians.  A covenant 
that came 430 years later does not alter or annul a covenant that came earlier. 
God’s covenants are made with specific people at specific times as set forth in 
specific documents.  Therefore the group of books usually called the Old 
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Testament is not a covenant.  It may contain covenants, but it is not a covenant. 
God’s covenant never changes because He never changes.  If the New Testament 
and the Old Testament are not the New and Old Covenants, then what are they? 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 has to do with the New Covenant: 
 
“Behold, days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made 
with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them, declares 
the Lord.  But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, declares the Lord, I will put My law within them and on their heart I will 
write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And they shall not teach 
again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for 
they shall all know Me.  From the least of them to the greatest of them, declares the 
Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 
 
He delivered before his New Covenant message.  He said that because Israel had 
been disobedient with God and unfaithful to the covenant and experienced the 
curses of that covenant and she would experience it in exile outside of her land 
under the harsh thumb of foreign powers.  
Then there was a ray of hope and Israel would return and it has to be in the end of 
days when the Messiah would come and Israel would return to her days of her 
glory.  She would return to her faith in her God and her faithfulness to God and as a 
result. He would show Himself faithful to her and He would be their God and they 
would be His people.  
 
It should not be translated renewed covenant.  It is with the house of Israel and 
house of Judah.  They are definitely scattered.  He is going to make a new covenant 
with both.  Not like the Mosaic covenant.  They are the same people who came out 
of Egypt, but He is making a new covenant with them, which they broke.  The golden 
calf was the next thing and into idolatry.  The covenant was patterned as a husband, 
a covenant of a husband and a wife.  But this is with the house of Israel.  What 
happened to the house of Judah?  This fulfillment can only happen when Israel is a 
one nation.  This coming together of the two houses is going to be when Messiah 
comes and He will bring about the uniting of all of those who are dispersed among 
the world with one Shepherd as one people.  
 
I will put my Torah within them.  Do you think that in these four verses the Torah that 
He gave at Sinai is different than the Torah He is putting in their hearts now?  What is 
God’s Torah?  We find it is the one given at Sinai.  So we find something interesting 
about the New Covenant.  The New Covenant is characterized by the Torah.  He 
says on their heart I will write it.  
 
What is the heart in a Hebrew way of looking at it?  What is the function of the heart? 
The heart is not the source of life that for the Hebrew is the head.  The head is not 
where you do the thinking it is in the heart.  If you are in war and you lose a hand or 
leg you fight on, but if you lose your head it’s over.  The life source comes from the 
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head.  That’s why Goliath was decapitated.  That should give us new insight why 
Jesus is the head of the body.  He is the source of life.  So the heart is where one 
does the thinking.  The heart is where one makes moral decisions.  The heart is the 
place where one learns what is right and wrong and how one learns how to walk in 
righteousness.  This is why the Torah is not written upon the head it is the Torah 
written upon the heart.  The Torah filters the place where we constantly make our 
decisions.  
 
We want to see everything through the Torah and do all those things through the 
Torah of God.  So we see everything through His eyes, His perspective.  Is it good 
for me, is it good for my wife, is it good for my children, is it good for my community, 
will it enhance what God wants to do?  What are the filters that I look through all 
things in life, whether it’s what I eat or drink or whether I am awake or sleeping?  Paul 
says we should do all things to the glory of God.  What is right God, what should I 
do?  What does Torah on my heart mean?  It means that I make decisions of my life 
on God’s revealed teachings (and His relationship with us).  As result, I will be their 
God and they will be My people.  That’s covenant language as a husband and a wife.  
 
There will be knowledge of the Lord.  So does that mean we do not need to learn or 
study or have teachings because we know it all by the spirit?  No that is not what this 
means.  The Hebrew word “know” means have relationship with.  It means a close 
intimate and unique relationship.  It became standard language even in covenants 
outside the Bible.  Don’t have covenant relationships with anyone else only with Me.  
Everyone will know Me from the least to the greatest.  Everyone will have the written 
Torah written on their heart and will long to please their Master and they long to 
walk in covenant faithfulness.  How is this possible?  Their sin I will remember no 
more. 
 
What is the basis of God’s forgiveness?  It Jesus.  It’s the only way.  Not trying our best 
or being really sorry.  There must be payment by life - an innocent one to take away 
the sins of a guilty one.  The houses of Israel and Judah have come together and 
come to accept Jesus.  Everyone will be living Torah, the whole nation.  It’s based on 
the forgiveness of sins.  It is based on the fact that God forgives our iniquity and 
remembers our transgressions no more.  
 
What then is the New Covenant?  It is the Torah written on the heart. It is life 
governed by Torah.  Jeremiah says that in the text. I will write My Torah on their 
hearts.  You could see there could be a problem.  The New Covenant might not be 
in place.  What about now?  What about us in this New Covenant?  We are like the 
first fruits.  It is the first fruits of the harvest.  Yes we have the Torah on our hearts. 
Yes, we have been given the Spirit of God as Ezekiel promised, and we experienced 
the forgiveness of our sins according to our faith in our Messiah Yeshua.  We are 
just the first fruits, but there will be a time when the houses of Israel and Judah will be 
united under the house of Israel and as a Nation will have Torah written on their 
hearts.  
 
How is the Torah written on the heart?  First of all it is by faith in the Messiah, 
because the Torah always points to Him.  Romans 10:4 states that the Messiah is the 
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goal of the Torah.  In Galatians Chapter 3 the Torah was a teacher to lead us unto 
the Messiah.  This saving faith is produced by the Spirit of God who gives a new 
heart, which is willingness and a power to obey God.  The New Covenant is a 
national expression of what each redeemed individual has already experienced.  
 
So here is the conclusion: The New Covenant is not the New Testament.  It is not a 
group of books.  The New Covenant was given to us in Jeremiah.  The New 
Covenant is not time-bound.  It is not now instead of back then.  The New Covenant 
is where you have the chosen people of God, whether from Jacob or from the 
nations coming to faith in God, having the Torah written upon their heart by 
accepting by faith that the work that the Messiah would do, having their sins forgiven 
and having their transgressions remembered no more.  That is the New Covenant 
either by first fruits or eventually in a national way with the whole nation of Israel. 
Moses had as much of the New Covenant as we do.  David, did he not look forward 
to the Messiah?  Does Peter not tell us in his famous sermon to the people gathered 
at The Feast of Tabernacles that David was a prophet and he looked ahead and 
saw the resurrection of the Messiah?  You don’t need the resurrection of the 
Messiah unless you have the death of the Messiah.  That tells us David must have 
known about the death and the resurrection of the Messiah, which He is speaking to 
us about both in the Psalms.  So he also participated in the New Covenant, the 
Torah written upon his heart.  How do we know it was written on his heart?  In Psalm 
19 and 119 he talks about the benefits of the Torah, which he loved.  So it is not time-
bound but Torah is centered in that it produces life lived in obedience to Torah.  The 
Torah is not law it is His teaching in righteousness.  Therefore we still await the 
fulfillment of the New Covenant.  We participate as first fruits but will only be fulfilled 
as the national salvation of Israel as Paul says in Romans 11:25 and then all Israel will 
be saved.  
We participate in the New Covenant and anticipate the full harvest of all of Israel.  
What happens in our individual hearts happens to Israel as a nation. 
 
 
 


