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Am I Under Grace or Under Law 
 

HT-102 Lesson 1  Text  
 
 

Romans 6:14 says, “For sin shall not be master over you,  for you are not under law, 
but under grace.” 
 
However in Matthew 5:17 Jesus says, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.” 
 
So which is it? Jesus said He didn’t come to abolish the law and Paul said we are not 
under the law.  It seems some further research and study is necessary to find the 
truth.  
 
Parts of the fol lowing text are taken from Chapters 3-5 in “Yeshua – A 
Guide to the Real Jesus and the Original Church” by Dr.  Ron Moseley.  
 
Misconceptions Concerning the Law 
 

1. The first misconception concerned the inherent goodness of the Law.  The 
Greeks had one word for law, which tended toward the negative and lacked 
the ability to convey the depth of the Jewish concept of Torah.  
 
To the Hebrew mind, the primary purpose of the Torah is to teach humanity 
how to hit the mark in life, as opposed to committing sin to miss the mark. But 
because the Greek language had only the one term for law, whether 
speaking of the “law of God,”  “the law of sin,” “the law of the Spirit of Life,” “or 
the law of Christ,” it is often difficult to determine which law is being spoken of 
in the New Testament.  The word “law” had a negative connotation; as 
opposed to the positive image projected by the Hebrew word Torah.  
 

2. The second misconception is that the Law and grace are opposites and 
that Torah was replaced by the age of grace.  Once Torah is understood 
from the Jewish perspective, as instruction from God, this error is exposed. 
This idea was promoted primarily by those who adopted the false pagan 
view that the Jews were saved by works, while the Church was saved by faith. 
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3. The third misconception is the idea that New Testament believers have a 
“better covenant” than God’s Law.  The passages from the book of Hebrews, 
where this expression appears, are discussing the sacrificial system only, 
that is better in Christ, as God’s Lamb, as opposed to a literal lamb. The 
manifestation is better and has changed, but the covenant itself remains the 
same.  

 
4. The fourth misconception is that if a believer is led by the Holy Spirit he is not 

under the Law of God.  This reasoning comes from a misapplication of the 
words of Paul in his address to the Galatians.  There he reminds these 
believers that if they served the Lord by the Law of God and were led by the 
Spirit of God they would not be subject to the consequences of the law of sin 
(see Galatians 5:16-18).  There are several verses concerning the law of sin in 
the writings of Paul to his Gentile congregations, which are often lifted out of 
context and applied to the Law of God.  
 
Another example is found in Romans 6:14.  Paul explains, “For sin shall not be 
your master, because you are not under law, but under grace” (NIV).  The 
context demonstrates that the reference is to the law of sin.  This wording is 
sometimes confusing to modern readers, but reading the entire chapter; 
one realizes that Paul has stated simply that a man becomes a servant to 
whatever law he yields to, whether to the Law of God or to the law of sin.  As 
believers, we are instructed not to yield to sin and become subject to the law 
of sin, but, instead, to yield to the grace of God.  

 
Paul and the Law 
 
The question is asked: What about Paul’s assault on the Law in his epistles?  To 
answer this we must realize that Paul’s letters were addressed primarily to Gentile 
congregations.  Clearly, with regard to personal salvation, Paul never taught that it 
had anything to do with the 613 Mosaic laws given to the Jewish people.  It is 
understandable that Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, would get upset with those who 
have been called Judaizers.  They hindered his work by requiring his Gentile 
congregations to keep Jewish customs as a prerequisite for salvation.  Not once 
did Jesus or Paul stop, or even suggest that any Jew stop keeping the life-style 
prescribed to them in the Law as a covenant people.  
 
Because Paul’s epistles were written to correct misunderstandings among his 
Gentile converts, most of who were familiar with the ways of God, to the causal 
reader they sometimes appear to be against the Law of God.  Actually, Paul only 
directs his seemingly negative comments concerning the Law toward two groups: 

1. Those non-Jews who thought they needed to keep the Law for salvation, and 
2. Some fundamentalist Jews who tried to make it a requirement that non-Jews 

keep the Law in order to be saved. 
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The Letter of the Law Ki l ls 
 
Some may ask, “What was Paul’s intent when he taught that the letter of the Law 
kills?” (See 2 Corinthians 3:6).  First, he did not mean that the Law of God is evil and 
will put people in bondage, as some have suggested.  Paul kept the Law of God and 
encouraged Jews everywhere to do the same (see 1 Corinthians 7:18).  We should 
remember that this statement was written to the Gentiles at Corinth, not to Jewish 
believers.  Even the best qualities of the Law of God have always been referred to 
as a “ministration of death” to those in sin, the purpose being that the very intent of 
the Law is to expose and define sin.  For the Gentile converts to try to keep the 
Jewish life-style, without the godly and disciplined background, would have placed 
them under a burden that was neither necessary nor desirable.  
 
In this context, Paul wrote “the letter of the Law kills,” but he went on to point out that 
“the spirit of the Law gives life.”  He was addressing salvation to the Gentiles, and 
concerning this issue, the letter of the Law is death, for only through the Spirit can life 
come.  The summary of Paul’s view is found in his statement to the Romans, “For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death…That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the spirit.”  (Romans 8:2, 4.) 
 
The Purposes of the Law 
 

1. The Law teaches believers how to serve, worship, and please God. 
2. The Law instructs believers how to treat their fellow man, how to develop 

healthy interpersonal relationships. 
3. The Law teaches believers how to be happy and prosperous by manifesting 

the power and authority of God’s reign in their lives. 
4. The Law measures a man’s deeds toward both God and his fellow man, 

revealing ways that are contrary to sound doctrine. 
5. The Law is a schoolmaster, leading us to Jesus, our Messianic justification. 
6. The Law gives knowledge about and reveals the depth of sin. 
7. The Law reveals the good, holy, just and perfect nature of God and serves as 

the universal standard of His will for man. 
8. The Law is to be established or accomplished through faith; hence, it is 

called the Law of faith. 
9. The Law is written in our hearts by the indwelling Spirit, whom we can delight 

in and serve.  
 
The Origin of the Term “Law” 
 
Concerning the origin of the word “law,” Roy Blizzard says, “The English word law is 
used to translate the Hebrew word Torah.  Torah is the feminine noun from the root 
yarah.  The root yarah means “to throw,” or “to shoot,” or “to cast” (as in the casting of 
lots), or “the shooting of arrows.”  It also means “to point out,” or “to show,” as well as 
“to direct, ” to teach,” or “to instruct.”  A moreh, in Hebrew, a teacher, is “one who 
throws out,” or “points out,”  “directs,” “instructs.”  Torah is direction or instruction.  It 
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sets forth the way man is to live.  It instructs man as to how he is to live in an ethical 
and moral way among his fellow man and before God.”  
It makes sense the Hebrew definition of sin (chata) means to miss the mark. 
 
Blizzard further states, “The idea of law in Hebrew is not something that, if 
transgressed, is going to get you zapped.  Torah is instruction that, if followed, will 
enrich one’s life; if ignored, will diminish it.  In the biblical text, law is frequently viewed 
as that which God has commanded.  The Hebrew word translated commandment 
is mitzvah, which comes from the root tzava, and actually means “to lay charge 
upon, or to give charge to.  A mitzvah is a charge or a commandment.”  According 
to Blizzard, commandments, when performed, designate the individual as moral 
and ethical, benefiting all involved and pleasing God.  
 
The Problem With the Law 
 
Blizzard writes that the Torah is a magnificent demonstration of God’s grace.  He 
goes on to say, however, “The problem with Law is not that it is not good or spiritual, 
or holy.  The problem is that we have problems keeping it.  The Law is not weak; the 
Law is not imperfect.  We are weak.  We are imperfect.  But, thanks be to God, we 
are declared to be righteous – in a right relationship with God – based not upon 
what we do but upon what He is.  Jesus’ purpose was to establish God’s Torah 
among the Jews; Paul’s purpose was to extend forth God’s Torah to embrace the 
non-Jews.  For both Jesus and Paul, Torah was grace.” 
 
Those Under the Law Must Keep Al l  of  I t  
 
What did James mean when he wrote, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all?”  (James 2:10).  Some see this as 
meaning that a person must keep all of the Law of God or else the Law is of no use. 
Actually James was saying that if you break any part of the Law you have violated 
the Law as a whole, which of course is true of any body of law.  What James was 
addressing in this chapter was trying to exercise faith in Jesus Christ while having sin 
in your life (James 2:1).  Problems arise when believers fail to realize that the Law was 
not given as a means to salvation but to expose and remove sin from the life of 
people.  
 
The incorrect idea that a person can live by faith without any rules, commit sin and 
claim “liberty” or “grace,” while simultaneously believing the Jews are under the Law, 
is the old heresy of antinomianism.  The truth is, there can be no grace without Law, 
and all who are without the Law of God are under the sentence of death – because 
they are unable to recognize their sin.  They, therefore, do not qualify for the grace 
of God (Romans 5:13-14). 
 
James was not writing to the Jews only, but also to the Gentiles who thought they 
were living by a different “law of liberty” (James 2:8-14).  He was saying that even the 
Gentile believers had to fulfill the royal law of the Scripture by loving their neighbor 
as themselves.  This is the spirit of the whole Law: that each individual must be given 
due honor, lest we show discrimination and be judged for breaking the Law of God.  
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Understanding the Words “Abolish and Fulf i l l ”  
 
Greek words translated by the English words “abolish” and “fulfill” have Hebrew 
equivalents that can help us understand what Jesus was actually saying.  In rabbinic 
literature, the idea behind the word abolish is to interpret incorrectly while the idea 
behind the word fulfill beans to interpret properly.  This word also means to cause it 
to stand erect and upright.  
 
With this understanding, it is obvious that Jesus did not come to start a new religion 
or to destroy the only Word of God available, but rather to properly interpret the 
Law and show that He was a new manifestation of the old truth.  Brad Young points 
out that the three key words Torah, abolish, and fulfill, possess quite different 
meanings in their modern English translations than in ancient Jewish thought. 
 
By accepting so readily the idea of abolishing the Law, we have lost a lot.  For 
instance, have you ever wondered what has happened to the holy reverence that 
once accompanied the Bible, God’s ministers, and the Church?  It seems to have 
disappeared about the same time that the Bible, prayer, and discipline began to be 
frowned on in our society.  
 
Biblical scholar Abraham Herchel says in his book, “God in Search of Man,” that 
while the Greeks studied to comprehend, and Western thinkers study to apply their 
knowledge in a practical way, the ancient Hebrews studied to revere God.  
 
The ancient Jews, including Jesus, believed that the study of Torah led to reverence 
and that reverence led to obedience.  Could it be that many modern ideas about 
the Bible and religion, especially those that leave out discipline, study, and days set 
aside for the awe of God, have cost us something? 
 
 

 
 
 
 


