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What is Hebraic Understanding of Covenant  
 

HT-101 Lesson 3 Text  
 
 

What is the meaning of life? What is man’s purpose? 
Genesis is the history of God, the Creator. The creation is other than God. 
 
Man 
 

• The peak of creation; made in the image and likeness of God.      
         

• A creature, and so, responsible to his Creator. 
 

• A finite person who can relate to the infinite Person and to other created 
persons. 

 
• The steward of all creation. 

 
• Made to be married to God 

 
God 
 

• Transcendent to man and, at the same time, immanent in him and expressed 
through him. 
 

• Because God is infinite, He can have a relationship with every human. 
 
Relationship Between God and Man 
 

• When man is living in covenant union with God, he is fully human. 
 

• Man must choose to be the covenant partner of God; he must choose to be 
who he is. 

• Man must make a faith choice to trust the character and word of his 
Creator. 
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The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evi l  
 

• The place of choice. 
 

• The choice is to believe either the Creator or the creature, Satan; the truth 
or the lie. 

 
• Man chose the lie. 

 
The Choice for the Lie 
 

• Man sinned against God; he rebelled against the revelation God had given of 
Himself. 
 

• Results of man’s faith in the lie: 
 

1. Bent away from God; a creature in rebellion to the Creator. 
 

2. Aware of his nakedness. (self aware) 
 

3. Separated from God and other humans. 
 

4. Seeks meaning in himself rather than in God. 
 

5. No longer fulfills the meaning of his existence. 
 

6. Joined to Satan, man is married to the lie by faith in it, and produces 
the lifestyle of lies. 

 
 
The Human Race Divided into Two Bodies 
 

• The body of Adam, indwelt by its head, Satan, and energized by the demons 
and the flesh. 
 

• Mankind has a choice to walk in the Tree of Life or the Tree of Knowledge. 
 

• The Body of Christ, indwelt by its head, Who is Christ, and energized by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

• Regenerated into this Body by faith in Christ. 
 

• Baptized into it by the Spirit. 
 

• Regenerated man takes on the history and destiny of the head. 
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Fal len Man’s Posit ion of Identity 
 
 

• Severed from God, man is now crooked, curved or bent away from God. 
 

• Seeks meaning to life in himself and in the created. 
 

 1.  Marriage, children, money, position, work, career, education, social  
concerns, religion, mind altering drugs, etc. 

 
 2.  Makes idols of things and people. 
 

• Dead in himself 
 

1. Now a false self. 
 

2. Seeks his center in himself. 
 

• Split with himself 
 

1. Walks beside himself; self-conscious 
 

2. May view himself as better that others 
 

3. May view himself as worthless 
 

• Sees himself as a god 
 

1. Asserts himself against fellow humans, seeking his own highest at the 
expense of others. 
 

2. Manipulates and seeks to control others. 
 

3. Craves acceptance and adoration at any cost. 
 

4. Lives in envy. 
 

5. Full of self-pity, and craves the pity of others. 
 

• Lives in fear of death. 
 

1. Is the only creature that knows he will die. 
 

2. Gripped by the fear of non-being. 
 

3. Lives to survive this flesh…to beat death. 
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a. Builds shelters, hunts for food, searches for water, mates and 
births to continue his life in offspring and congregates for 
protection. 
 

b. Fears starvation, thirst, exposure to heat and cold, germs, old 
age, accidents, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, 
travel and neighbors who may kill him. 
 

4. Exists in anxiety concerning staying alive.  
 

a. Works feverishly to stave off the inevitable; caught up in 
meaningless activity. 
 

b. Insures against death, so that his children will have money with 
which to cheat death. 

 
c. Seeks to perpetuate himself with monuments, memoirs, 

plaques – anything that will allow him to live – even when he is 
dead. 

 
d. Knows intuitively that he was not meant to die. He is revolted 

by it and fights it.  
 

 
5. Lives in a state of futility. 

 
a. Man’s inheritance at birth. 

 
b. Passed on to his children. 

 
 
The Fal len State 
 

• Sinfulness is in missing the purpose; falling short of the glory for which we 
were made. 
 

• Man cannot do anything right if he is separated from the reason he is here. 
 

• Death is the ultimate insult to God, Who is life and Who made all for His 
pleasure and glory. In the Law, death is the primary defilement. 

 
• The Gospel becomes the judgment of the emptiness of the best of human 

life.  
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Man’s Attempts to Handle His Concept of God 
 

• Atheism: I hope He isn’t there to be afraid of.” 
 

• Materialism: “He isn’t interested in me; I will ignore Him and He will go away.” 
 

• Religion: “He is there. I am afraid. I will keep Him distant in geography, time 
and presence.” 

 
1. Most blatant hostility. 

 
2. Man seeking to improve his death state. 

 
3. Man seeking to bring himself to God – to make God accept man on his 

own terms. 
 
Freedom 
 

• God must be angry at sin. 
 
1. He who is right must be infinitely opposed to what is wrong. 

 
2. Lie cannot be allowed; else it would be an alternative life. 

 
• Only when God is the integration point of life, is man safe in relationships, jobs 

and ambitions. 
 

• Man comes to sanity and rest in the New Covenant. 
 

• God planned and accomplished man’s redemption. 
 
1. Jesus began a new race; He entered into the whole futility and severance 

on the cross. 
 

2. To believe in Jesus is to participate in the death of death, and to die to 
that world of death. 

 
3. To be “in” Jesus is to live in the resurrection.1 

 
 
Achieving Maturity 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Malcolm	  Smith,	  The	  Blood	  Covenant,	  (Malcolm	  Smith	  and	  Unconditional	  Love,	  Inc.,	  
1999),	  9-‐13,	  68.	  
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• The believer’s maturity is not that we become better and better in ourselves, 
but rather that we realize our helplessness to do or be anything apart from 
Him, and learn to let Him be our life. 
 
 1.    We live in the illusion of separation, and try to produce in our       
        own strength the life that His is within us. 

 
              2.   We call on Him for help as if He is far away, when He is closer    
                     than breathing.     
 
              3.   Many believers have believed and submitted to their feelings,                                   
                     and not to God. 
 

4. Temptation is in the area of feelings – causing us to feel the lusts 
 and call to sin as if it belonged to us. 
 

• Our feelings are not who we are. 
 
1.     Feelings change from day to day. 
 
2.   In our spirit, united to Christ, we remain constant. 
 
3.   When our feelings contradict the truth of who we are, we must  
       recognize and stand into the truth. 
 
4.   We move from feelings about God, to who He is in covenant  

                    union with us…we boldly affirm that He is within us. 
 

5. Our lives become His opportunity to live through us – the total 
answer. 

 


